
Germany returns
Nazi-looted painting

to French Jewish
collector’s heirs

Germany yesterday returned a painting looted
by the Nazis to the heirs of French Jewish
politician and resistance leader Georges

Mandel. The portrait of a seated woman by 19th cen-
tury French painter Thomas Couture had been on dis-
play in a spectacular collection hoarded by Cornelius
Gurlitt, the son of a Nazi-era art dealer. German
Culture Minister Monika Gruetters presented the work
to family members of Mandel, executed by French fas-
cists near Paris in 1944, in a ceremony at the Martin
Gropius Bau museum in Berlin.

Experts determined two years ago that the painting
had been looted from Mandel, relying on a small hole
in the canvas as evidence of its provenance. Mandel’s

lover had cited the hole above the seated woman’s tor-
so when she reported the painting stolen after the war.
Gruetters was joined in the ceremony by a representa-
tive of the Kunstmuseum Bern, which inherited Gurlitt’s
collection when he died in 2014, and an envoy from the
French embassy.

About 450 pieces from the collection by masters
such as Monet, Gauguin, Renoir, and Picasso have
been on display in Bern, the western German city of
Bonn, and in Berlin. Gruetters called the Couture
painting’s return “a moving conclusion to the exhibi-
tions of the Gurlitt trove” and underlined Berlin’s com-
mitment to provenance research.

“We have Georges Mandel’s family to thank that we
could show this work in all three exhibitions,” she said.
“In this way, we could inform the public about the fate
of the Jewish politician Georges Mandel, who was per-
secuted and imprisoned by the Nazis”. More than
1,500 works were discovered in 2012 in the possession
of Munich pensioner Cornelius Gurlitt.

His father, Hildebrand Gurlitt, had worked as an art
dealer for the Nazis since 1938. The discovery of the
stash made headlines around the world and revived an
emotional debate about how thoroughly post-war
Germany had dealt with art plundered by the Nazi
regime.

When Gurlitt died, the Berlin museum accepted the
collection, though it left about 500 works in Germany
for a government task force to research their often

murky origins.  But determining their provenance has
been slow, and it is still not clear how many of the
works were stolen. The Couture portrait was the fifth
work from the collection restituted to heirs, and the
sixth definitively classed as having been looted by the
Nazis. — AFP

Golden Globe TV 
audience slightly lower, but
bucks awards show trend

The US television audience for the 2019 Golden
Globe awards fell about 2 percent, but a slew
of popular movies and celebrities among the

nominees helped the ceremony buck a trend that
has seen much steeper declines for big entertain-
ment events. The 18.6 million audience for Sunday’s
awards, where Queen biopic “Bohemian Rhapsody”
and pop star Lady Gaga were among the winners,
was down from the 19.0 million viewers who
watched the 2018 show on television, broadcaster
Comcast Corp’s NBC said on Monday, citing
Nielsen ratings data.

The Golden Globes kicked off the Hollywood
awards season leading to the Oscars, where nomina-
tions for the February ceremony will be announced
on Jan 22. The three-hour live ceremony, hosted by
actors Sandra Oh and Andy Samberg, was the most
watched telecast in primetime, excluding news and
sports, since the Oscars in March last year, NBC
said. The small audience decline in total viewers
bucked a trend that saw declines of 15 percent or
more in viewership for the Oscars and the Grammy
awards in 2018.

Golden Globe viewers in the 18-49 year-old
demographic coveted by advertisers rose 4 percent,
the data showed. The Golden Globes nominated a
slew of popular and diverse movies for awards,
including Walt Disney Co superhero blockbuster
“Black Panther,” and AT&T Inc’s Warner Bros
movies “Crazy Rich Asians” and “A Star is Born,”
starring Lady Gaga in her first major role as a film
actress. “A Star is Born,” went into Sunday’s awards
as the favorite for the biggest prizes but in a major
upset came out with just one - for Lady Gaga’s orig-
inal song “Shallow” from the movie.—Reuters
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The Federal Government’s Commissioner for Culture and
the Media Monika Gruetters (right) talks with heirs
Maria de las Mercedes Estrada (left) and Wolfgang
Kleinertz (center) during the restitution of a painting
titled ‘Portrait of a seated woman’ by artist Thomas
Couture, yesterday in Berlin. — AFP

Brian May of Queen (left) and Rami Malek, winner
of Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion Picture
Drama, attend the FOX, FX and Hulu 2019 Golden
Globe Awards After Party at The Beverly Hilton Hotel
in Beverly Hills, California. — AFP

A woman walks in a park in the Moscow suburb yesterday. The temperature in Russian capital dropped down to -10 degrees Celsius. — AFP

Did she win a Nobel Prize? Was she an inventor? Did
she make a discovery? These are some of the ques-
tions that Polish designer Zuzanna Kozerska-Girard

wants more children to ask as they learn about famous
women while playing her debut board game Who’s She?.
“We basically don’t know their stories. We don’t know
enough about women who have done amazing stuff,” said
Kozerska-Girard, founder of games company Playeress, in
a Skype interview. Similar to the classic game Guess
Who?, two players are each given a biography card of a
famous woman and must ask each other questions until
her identity is answered correctly - be it French spy
Josephine Baker or Nobel laureate Malala Yousafzai.

“The game is for girls as much as it is for boys. They
need to see powerful women around them and see them as
their heroes,” she told the Thomson Reuters Foundation
from Poland. The game is being sold at a time when the
achievements of women - from scientists, politicians, cam-
paigners and artists - are increasingly being recognized
online and in public spaces. Featuring watercolor illustra-
tions of 28 female icons, Kozerska said she designed the
game, which costs 75 euros ($86), because she wanted

children to know that women of all nationalities were as
capable as men in any profession. “If you’re a girl who’s
three years old and you see men everywhere in positions
with more power, you’ll just think that that’s the way it is,”
said Kozerska-Girard.

“I think it’s important to bring this (gender gap) up with
kids - and the simple way to do this is by playing games.”
Since Who’s She? launched in November on crowd fund-

ing site Kickstarter, Kozerska-Girard has sold more than
6,000 units and received some 500,000 euros to produce
the game, which she hand-makes out of wood. Volunteers
are working to raise the profile of famous women - who
make up only 17 percent of Wikipedia’s 1.5 million biogra-
phies, according to the Wikimedia Foundation, which hosts
the online encyclopaedia - by writing more female biogra-
phies. In Britain, a statue of 19th century feminist Millicent
Fawcett was unveiled last April in London’s Parliament
Square, the first monument to honor a woman in a space
previously occupied by 11 statues of men.

The statue was the result of a campaign by feminist
Caroline Criado-Perez, who said there were more statues
in Britain of men called John than statues of women.
Excluding Queen Victoria, fewer than 3 percent of statues
represented women, she said. In August, a group of
Belgian activists stuck up unofficial street names in the
capital Brussels to commemorate women and also pushed
for new public spaces to reflect their role - a phenomenon
also seen in the Netherlands. — Reuters

New board game asks ‘Who’s She?’ 
to spotlight famous women in history


