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N Korea’s Kim visits China ahead 
of expected summit with Trump 

‘Both Xi and Kim see value in coordinating their positions’
BEIJING: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un arrived yes-
terday on an unannounced visit to Beijing for talks with
President Xi Jinping, as preparations ramp up for an
expected second summit with Donald Trump. China is the
isolated, nuclear-armed North’s key diplomatic ally and
main source of trade and aid, and the visit is likely to
heighten speculation about the potential meeting with the
US president, as Kim could coordinate his strategy with Xi.

China’s foreign ministry said Kim would meet with
Chinese leaders to discuss “relevant issues” but did not
reveal more about his itinerary. The North Korean leader,
accompanied by his wife Ri Sol Ju and several senior offi-
cials, had set off from Pyongyang on his private train on
Monday, the official Korean Central News Agency report-
ed. The trip is at Xi’s invitation and set to run until
Thursday, according to KCNA and China’s official Xinhua
news agency. His fourth visit to China comes a week after
Kim warned in a New Year’s speech that Pyongyang may
change its approach to nuclear talks if Washington persists
with sanctions.

“Both Xi and Kim see value in coordinating their posi-
tions in advance of Trump-Kim summits. That appears to
be a pattern,” Bonnie Glaser, a senior adviser at the Center
for Strategic and International Studies, told AFP. “Kim also
seeks Beijing’s help in getting international sanctions
eased.” While China and Russia have said the United
Nations should consider relaxing sanctions on North
Korea, Trump insisted Sunday that they would remain “in
full force and effect” until the US sees “very positive”
results in the nuclear issue.

Kim’s trip coincides with the second day of talks
between US and Chinese officials in Beijing aimed at
resolving their trade war, but China rejected the notion
that it was using the North Korean issue as a bargaining
chip in the negotiations. “Xi also gains from a summit with
Kim — and the timing could not be any better,” said Harry

Kazianis, director of defense studies at the Center for the
National Interest, a US think tank.

“With Chinese and US officials meeting to discuss how to
end the growing trade war between the two superpowers, it
shows Beijing clearly has a North Korea card to play if it sees
fit.” The trip began under the usual veil of secrecy and Kim
has not been spotted in public since a motorcade believed to
be carrying the North Korean entourage left a Beijing train
station under heavy security early yesterday. While the visit
was the second item on China’s important evening news
broadcast, newscasters simply read out a statement from the
morning without showing any images of the visit.

‘Like family’ 
Kim — whose birthday was reportedly yesterday—

visited China three times last year for talks with Xi. “This is
Kim’s first birthday in China. It shows his close relationship
with China, like members of one family,” said Beijing-
based independent political commentator Hua Po. But
relations went through a rough patch in recent years as
China backed UN sanctions over the North’s nuclear tests.
Until his first trip in March, Kim had not met Xi in the six
years after inheriting power from his father.

“At different times, our interactions are different, but com-
munication is maintained,” Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Lu Kang said at a regular press briefing. “As to in
what form this is reflected, I don’t think there’s a need to read
too much into it,” Lu said, adding that US trade talks and Kim’s
visit were unrelated. A whirlwind of diplomacy enveloped the
Korean peninsula last year, with Kim also meeting the South’s
President Moon Jae-in three times, and culminating in his
high-profile Singapore summit with Trump in June.

‘Springboard’ for Trump summit? 
In Seoul, Kim Eui-kyeom, spokesman for the presiden-

tial Blue House, said it had been aware of the visit in

advance. “We hope that the latest exchange between
China and the North would help establish complete denu-
clearisation and permanent peace on the Korean peninsula
and serve as a springboard for a second North-US sum-
mit,” he told reporters.

At the Singapore summit, Kim and Trump signed a
vaguely worded pledge about denuclearisation of the
Korean peninsula, but progress has since stalled amid dis-
agreements over what that means, with meetings and visits
cancelled at short notice. Negotiations were under way on
the location of their next meeting, Trump said Sunday,

while remaining evasive on its timing. The US president
said last week he had received a “great letter” from the
North Korean leader but declined to reveal its contents.
Washington is demanding Pyongyang give up its nuclear
arsenal before any relief from economic sanctions is grant-
ed, while the North is insisting on immediate concessions
from the US. 

Culminating in late 2017, Pyongyang carried out six
nuclear tests and launched rockets capable of reaching the
entire US mainland, but has now carried out no such tests
for more than a year. — AFP 

Dozens of Rohingya 
are fleeing India for 
Bangladesh: Officials
DHAKA: Dozens of Rohingya Muslims have
crossed the border into Bangladesh from India in
recent days, officials said yesterday, as New
Delhi faces censure for deporting the persecuted
minority to Myanmar. Last week India handed a
Rohingya family of five to Myanmar authorities,
despite the army there being accused of geno-
cide against the stateless group. The forced
return — the second in recent months — was
criticized by the United Nations and rights
groups who accused India of disregarding inter-
national law and sending the Rohingya to danger.

India, which is not a signatory to the UN
Refugee Convention, arrested 230 Rohingya in
2018 — the most in years as Hindu hardliners
called for the displaced Muslims to be deported
en masse. Bangladesh border officials and police
said dozens of Rohingya had been detained
crossing from India in the past week. They were
sent to refugee camps in the country’s south,
where a million of the displaced Muslims live in
hardship.

The round-ups in India, and fear of deporta-
tion to Myanmar, had fuelled the recent exodus,
Bangladesh officials said. “They told us they
panicked after India started detaining Rohingya
refugees and deporting them to Myanmar,” said
Shahjahan Kabir, a police chief in the eastern

Bangladeshi border town of Brahmanpara. He
told AFP that 17 Rohingya were detained last
Thursday after crossing into Bangladesh, fol-
lowed by 31 at a different border point. Most
had been living in India for up to six years,
Kabir added.

In Cox’s Bazar, a border district where some
720,000 Rohingya have sought refuge from a
Myanmar army crackdown in August 2017, local
officials said at least 57 had arrived in recent
days. “They have come from places like
Hyderabad and Jammu and Kashmir,” said Rezaul
Karim, government administrator of the giant
Kutupalong refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar.
Hyderabad is a major city in southern India and
Jammu and Kashmir the only Muslim-majority
territory under Indian control.

For decades the Rohingya have faced perse-
cution and pogroms in Buddhist-majority
Myanmar, which refuses to recognize them as
citizens and falsely labels them “Bengali” illegal
immigrants. 

They were concentrated in Rakhine state, the
epicenter of a brutal Myanmar army offensive in
August 2017 that UN investigators described as
genocidal in intent. Amnesty International,
among other rights groups, has blasted India for
forcibly repatriating the Rohingya to Myanmar
when persecution in Rakhine is ongoing. Dozens
of Rohingya were also deported from Saudi
Arabia to Bangladesh at the weekend, reported
the London-based Middle East Eye website.
Indian officials say around 40,000 Rohingya are
living in India. The United Nations refugee
agency says around 18,000 Rohingya are regis-
tered with the UNHCR. — AFP 

India: Non-Muslim 
migrants have 
nowhere to go
NEW DELHI: India wants to give citizenship to immigrants
belonging to religious minorities persecuted in neighboring
Muslim countries, including Pakistan, because they have
nowhere go except India, the interior minister said yesterday.
Critics have called the proposal, contained in a Citizenship
Amendment Bill, 2019, blatantly anti-Muslim and an attempt
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to boost its Hindu voter base
ahead of a general election due by May.

The bill seeks to give citizenship to Hindus, Sikhs, Jains,
Buddhists, Christians and Parsis from Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Bangladesh, who came to India before Dec. 31, 2014.
“They have no place to go except India,” Home Minister
Rajnath Singh told parliament. “The beneficiaries of the bill
can reside in any state of the country.” But there is significant
opposition to the proposal, in particular from the northeast-
ern state of Assam, where residents have for years com-
plained that immigrants from Bangladesh have put a big
strain on resources. But Singh tried to reassure Assam it
would not have to bear any burden alone.

“The burden of those persecuted migrants will be shared
by the whole country. Assam alone should not have to bear
the entire burden,” he said. Members of religious minorities
often face discrimination and sometimes violence at the
hands of militant members of Muslim majorities, particularly
in Pakistan and Afghanistan. — Reuters 

PYONGYANG: This picture taken on January 7, 2019 and released by North Korea’s official Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA) yesterday shows North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (R) and his wife Ri Sol Ju leaving Pyongyang
Station to visit China.  — AFP 

GUWAHATI: Activists of the Assam Pradesh Congress committee shout slogans during a rally in protest against
Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016, which will provide citizenship or stay rights to minorities from Bangladesh,
Pakistan and Afghanistan in India. — AFP 


