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KUWAIT: A silhouette of Kuwait City before sunset. — Photo by Mohammad Sobhi (KUNA)

KUWAIT: The hotels and restaurants’
sector in Kuwait provides thousands
of jobs and investment opportunities
in major projects, as well as medium
and small enterprises that are gaining
more momentum the closer we get to
concluding major projects related to
the ‘New Kuwait 2035’ vision,
Minister of State for Economic Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqeel said. The minister
made her remarks in a statement
released to the press yesterday on the
occasion of the Horeca Kuwait 2019
exhibition, which is set to be inaugu-
rated under her auspices on January
14, 2019 with participation of compa-
nies specialized in hospitality, cater-
ing and hotel equipment. 

Aqeel added that the government
fully supports all efforts that would
help achieve this vision, namely in
terms of the private sector’s contribu-

tions. “Hence comes Horeca’s signifi-
cance,” she underlined, pointing to
the importance of exploring all sec-
tors capable of creating more job
opportunities for citizens and improv-
ing work environments for small and
medium projects. “Tourism and hospi-
tality services tops those sectors,
especially after the cabinet decided to
subject the Civil Service Comission to
the Minister of State for Economic
Affairs and combining all state
departments entrusted with employ-
ment under one umbrella to set a
clear strategy for labor markets,”
Aqeel elaborated, expressing hopes
that local products would help the
industrial sector, namely food indus-
tries, flourish. The three-day Horeca
Kuwait 2019 exhibition is organized
by the Leaders Group Company for
Consulting and Development in col-

laboration with the Hospitality
Services Company at Kuwait
International Fairgrounds in Mishref.
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KUWAIT: As part of its regular in-house safety exercises,
Burgan Bank recently conducted a surprise emergency
evacuation drill for its employees at the Head office. The
evacuation, which was attended by members of Kuwait
Fire Service Directorate (KFSD), helped to evaluate
employee response time as well as understand potential
gaps and areas for improvement. 

Burgan Bank and KFSD worked together to ensure
employee safety and security of internal equipment. The
staff underwent comprehensive training on how to manage
disasters or accidents.  Part of the exercise also involved
the simulation of a fire in the building and also situation
where few individuals  were trapped or injured in one of
the floors on the tenth floor. 

Burgan Bank’s Group Chief Operations and Technology
Officer, Venkat Menon said: “By carrying out regular
emergency drills, we are ensuring the protection of our
staff as well as our facilities and customers’ confidential
data. As a bank, our customers expect the highest stan-
dard of quality and reliability, hence, the bank deploys
international best practice methods to ensure sustainable

efficiency as top priority.” 
Burgan Bank’s staff responded successfully to the mock

drill and evacuated the building of all personnel on time.
The exercise was carried out under the supervision of the
Director of Capital Governorate Fire Department, Colonel
Ahmad Hayef Al-Rashidi, in the presence of the Officer of
Fire Prevention Department of the Capital Governorate.
The exercise also involved  the fire teams of Al Hilali and
Al-Madina Fire centers, led by the Head of Al-Hilali Fire
center, Col Fahad Al-Ajmi, and the Head of Al-Madina Fire
center, Col Bashar Al-Nafe, where two teams were formed
for rescue operations and others to fight the fire. On behalf
of the bank the exercise was coordinated by Eng. Saud
Abdulaziz Al-Hadbah AGM Head of General Services
Administration

Burgan Bank thanked KFSD for their years of sup-
port and diligence to sharing safety precautions during
these procedures. The bank will continue to demon-
strate  its commitment to employee wellness and secu-
rity through state of the art occupational training and
learning programs.
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