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There will be no victory for the terrorists.
President Trump made the right call to withdraw
from Syria. The United States withdrawal, how-

ever, must be planned carefully and performed in
cooperation with the right partners to protect the
interests of the United States, the international com-
munity and the Syrian people. Turkey, which has
NATO’s second largest standing army, is the only
country with the power and commitment to perform
that task.

In 2016, Turkey became the first country to deploy
ground combat troops to fight the so-called Islamic
State in Syria. Our military incursion severed the
group’s access to NATO’s borders and impeded their
ability to carry out terror attacks in Turkey and
Europe. Unlike coalition operations in Raqqa and
Mosul, which relied heavily on airstrikes that were car-
ried out with little or no regard for civilian casualties,
Turkish troops and fighters of the Free Syrian Army
went door to door to root out insurgents in Al Bab, a
former stronghold of the so-called Islamic State.

Our approach left the city’s core infrastructure
largely intact and made it possible for life to return to
normal within days. Today, children are back at
school, a Turkish-funded hospital treats the sick, and
new business projects create jobs and bolster the
local economy. This stable environment is the only
cure for terrorism. Turkey is committed to defeating
the so-called Islamic State and other terrorist groups
in Syria, because the Turkish people are all too famil-
iar with the threat of violent extremism. In 2003,
when I became prime minister, coordinated attacks
by Al-Qaeda claimed dozens of lives in Turkey. 

More recently, the so-called Islamic State terror-
ists targeted our citizens, our way of life and the
inclusive, moderate worldview that our civilization
represents. A few years back, the terrorist group
called me “treacherous Satan.” We saw the horror in
the faces of thousands of Christians and Yazidis, who
sought refuge in Turkey when these terrorists came
for them in Syria and Iraq.

I say this again: There will be no victory for the
terrorists. Turkey will continue to do what it must to
ensure its own safety and the well-being of the inter-
national community.

Militarily speaking, the so-called Islamic State
has been defeated in Syria. Yet we are deeply con-
cerned that some outside powers may use the orga-
nization’s remnants as an excuse to meddle in Syria’s
internal affairs. 

A military victory against the terrorist group is a
mere first step. The lesson of Iraq, where this terrorist
group was born, is that premature declarations of
victory and the reckless actions they tend to spur
create more problems than they solve. The interna-
tional community cannot afford to make the same
mistake again today.

Turkey proposes a comprehensive strategy to
eliminate the root causes of radicalization. We want
to ensure that citizens do not feel disconnected from
government, terrorist groups do not get to prey on
the grievances of local communities and ordinary
people can count on a stable future.

The first step is to create a stabilization force fea-
turing fighters from all parts of Syrian society. Only a
diverse body can serve all Syrian citizens and bring
law and order to various parts of the country. In this
sense, I would like to point out that we have no argu-
ment with the Syrian Kurds.

Under wartime conditions, many young Syrians
had no choice but to join the PYD/YPG, the Syrian
branch of the PKK, that Turkey and the United States
consider a terrorist organization. According to Human
Rights Watch, the YPG militants have violated inter-
national law by recruiting children.

Following the United States withdrawal from Syria,
we will complete an intensive vetting process
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KUWAIT: MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri (left) and Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem argue during a National Assembly session yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday delayed a
highly anticipated debate on the membership of oppo-
sition MPs Waleed Al-Tabtabaei and Jamaan Al-
Harbash until after the constitutional court issues its
opinion on an objection filed by one of the lawmakers.
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem told reporters after the
session yesterday that he has decided to wait for the
opinion of the constitutional court on the objection filed
by Tabtabaei asking the court to delay the implementa-

tion of its earlier key verdict.
The constitutional court last month ruled that article

16 of the Assembly’s internal charter is unconstitutional
and all actions based on it should be rescinded. The
Assembly in late October used the article to vote to
retain the membership of Tabtabaei and Harbash even
though they had been handed a final jail term by the
cassation court for storming the Assembly building dur-
ing an opposition protest in Nov 2011. The constitu-
tional court ruling means that the Assembly vote on the
membership is null and void.

MPs have been divided towards the verdict, with
some saying it amounted to interference in the
Assembly’s internal affairs, while others said it must be
implemented immediately. Ghanem said the Assembly’s
office discussed the verdict and has approved the legal
measures required, but he decided to delay those
measures until the court reviews Tabtabaei’s objection.

The Assembly session yesterday saw Ghanem and
senior opposition MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri trading
strong language and accusations over the issue. 
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KUWAIT: A survey by the Central Statistics
Bureau on direct investment in Kuwait in 2018
showed foreign investments increased in 2017 by
2.6 percent annually to take the total to KD 7.6 bil-
lion, which is the highest in five years. It showed
that foreign investments formed 40.6 percent (KD
3.1 million) of total investments in 2017, increasing
by KD 195 million in 2017 compared to only KD 7.4
million in 2016.  

The survey showed that other investments
formed 35.6 percent (KD 2.7 billion) by the end of
2017 compared to 33.1 percent in the previous year.
It also showed that foreign investments in financial
derivatives formed 21.8 percent of the total invest-
ments (KD 1.6 billion), followed by foreign invest-
ments in financial portfolios with 2 percent (KD
155.3 million). 

In addition, the survey showed that foreign
direct investments in Kuwait had showed slight
increases in the period of 2013-2017 by reaching
KD 3.1 billion by the end of 2017 compared to KD
3 billion in the previous year - an increase of KD
32.3 million. 
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KUWAIT: Interior Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary
for Traffic and Operations Affairs Maj Gen Jamal Al-
Sayegh yesterday launched 18 vehicles fitted with mobile
speed cameras on main and side roads. He also launched
a point-to-point (P2P) system along Abdaly Road to
detect speed limit violations, which will become opera-
tional from Sunday, Jan 20. Operations Director at the
Traffic Department Col Yousuf Al-Khaddah gave an
explanation about the mobile speed camera vehicles and
how they check the speed of vehicles while moving or

remaining stationary, and how the license plate numbers
are captured. He also explained the P2P system and how
it checks and films all inbound and outbound vehicles.

18 vehicles with 
speed cameras 
hit the streets

KUWAIT: Vehicles equipped with mobile speed cameras
are seen yesterday.

AMMAN: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (left) meets
King Abdullah of Jordan yesterday. — AFP

AMMAN: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo urged
Middle East allies to confront “significant threats” posed
by Iran and jihadists as he visited a region shaken by
Washington’s surprise decision to withdraw from Syria. 
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TOKYO: Pedestrians pass by a television screen showing a news program display-
ing a sketch of former Nissan chief Carlos Ghosn in the courtroom yesterday, as
the headline reads “Innocence claim”. — AFP 

TOKYO: Former Nissan boss Carlos
Ghosn could spend another six months
behind bars before his case comes to tri-
al, his lawyer said yesterday. In his first
public appearance since his arrest in
November rocked the business world,
Ghosn told a Tokyo court yesterday he
had been “wrongly accused and unfairly
detained”. But he appears unlikely to win
release anytime soon, as Japan allows
prosecutors to seek lengthy pre-trial
detention as well as further detention
periods to investigate allegations even
before pressing charges.

His lawyer said it would be “very diffi-
cult” to win bail and it could be months
before his case is heard. “I believe it

could be considered that at least six
months will be needed before being able
to go to the first trial,” Motonari Otsuru
said, citing the complexity of the case
and the fact that the documents involved
are in both Japanese and English.

Appearing in the Tokyo District Court
handcuffed with a rope around his waist,
Ghosn earlier mounted a passionate
defense against a string of financial mis-
conduct allegations. The 64-year-old
was thinner - his family says he has lost
up to 20 kg due to the rice-based diet in
his Tokyo detention center - and his hair
was greying. He appeared in a dark suit
without a tie and wore plastic slippers.

“I have been wrongly accused and
unfairly detained based on meritless
and unsubstantiated accusations,” the
once-revered titan of the auto industry
told the court in a clear and steady
voice. He showed no emotion and most-
ly faced forward or looked down, glanc-
ing occasionally at the gallery in the
packed courtroom.

In a career spanning decades, during
which he won praise for turning around
the struggling Japanese car maker, he
said he had “always acted with integrity”

and had never before been accused of
any wrongdoing. “I have acted honor-
ably, legally and with the knowledge and 
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