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TORONTO: Norman Powell scored a season-best 23
points off the bench and the Toronto Raptors, playing
without Kawhi Leonard but with Kyle Lowry back in the
lineup, defeated the visiting Indiana Pacers 121-105
Sunday night. Lowry had 12 points and eight assists after
missing six straight games with a stiff back. It was the
Pacers’ 11th regular-season loss in a row in Toronto, dat-
ing to March 2013. Serge Ibaka added 18 points and
Danny Green chipped in 15 for the Raptors, who beat the
Bucks in Milwaukee on Saturday night. Bojan Bogdanovic
had 21 points and nine rebounds to lead the Pacers, who
saw their six-game winning streak end. Domantas Sabonis
scored 16 points and had 11 rebounds, and Victor Oladipo
added 16 points.

TIMBERWOLVES 108, LAKERS 86
Jeff Teague contributed a pair of 3-pointers to a game-

opening, 15-1 run that paved the way for host Minnesota
to rout Los Angeles, which is still without LeBron James.
The win came shortly before head coach and president of
basketball operations Tom Thibodeau was fired, ending his
tenure midway through his third season in Minnesota. The
team announced the move after the game, with assistant
Ryan Saunders being named interim head coach. Teague
finished with 15 points and a game-high 11 assists, while
Karl-Anthony Towns added 28 points and a game-high 18
rebounds for the Timberwolves. Lance Stephenson came
off the bench for 14 points and six assists to lead the
Lakers, who lost for the fifth time in six games since James
suffered a groin injury in a Christmas Day win over the
Golden State Warriors.

CLIPPERS 106, MAGIC 96
Host Los Angeles played one of its best defensive

games of the season to beat Orlando. The Clippers are
24th in defense, giving up an average of 114.7 points per
game, but they held the Magic to 37.1 percent shooting
from the floor. Tobias Harris had 28 points and nine
rebounds, and Lou Williams scored 17 off the bench for
the Clippers, who have won six of their last nine. Nikola
Vucevic had 16 points and 24 rebounds for the Magic,
who have lost three of their last four and seven of their
last 10 games.

WIZARDS 116, THUNDER 98
Bradley Beal scored 25 points, including seven in the

decisive third quarter, to lead Washington past host
Oklahoma City, despite a triple-double from Russell
Westbrook. Washington broke an eight-game road losing
streak and had never won in Oklahoma City. Their last
road win against the franchise came in March 2008 at
Seattle’s Key Arena against the SuperSonics. Otto Porter

added 20 off the bench for the Wizards, who also got 16
from Jeff Green and 15 from Tomas Satoransky. Westbrook
finished with 22 points, 15 rebounds and 13 assists, his 12th
triple-double of the season and his third in the last four
games. Paul George added 20 points.

NETS, 117, BULLS 100
D’Angelo Russell scored 28 points as Brooklyn pulled

away in the fourth quarter to beat host Chicago. Russell
scored at least 20 points for the fourth straight game to
match the longest streak of his career. He shot 10 of 19 from
the floor and made six 3-pointers. Reserve DeMarre Carroll
added 20 points for the Nets. Zach LaVine scored 27 points
to lead the Bulls, who lost their fourth straight and dropped
to 5-11 under new coach Jim Boylen. Reserve Bobby Portis
added 17 in his return from a right ankle sprain.

HORNETS 119, SUNS 113
Kemba Walker scored 29 points, including 18 in the

final 4:26, and Charlotte snapped a two-game losing
streak with a victory over host Phoenix. Walker scored 18
of the Hornets’ last 19 points. Charlotte didn’t take the

lead for good until a free throw by Walker with one
minute remaining gave them a 112-111 edge. Tony Parker
and Willy Hernangomez came off the bench to spark the
Hornets, with Parker scoring 20 and Hernangomez adding
19 points and nine rebounds. T.J. Warren led the Suns with
23 points. Josh Jackson scored 22, Deandre Ayton 19 and
Jamal Crawford 16. The Suns lost their sixth straight, all at
home to start a seven-game homestand.

HAWKS 106, HEAT 82
Veteran point guard Jeremy Lin came off the bench to

score 11 of his 15 points during a third-quarter run that
sparked host Atlanta over Miami. DeAndre’ Bembry, who
started his third game for the Hawks, finished with 17
points — 16 of them in the second half. John Collins tal-
lied 13 points and 13 rebounds-nine in the first half-to
secure his 13th double-double over the last 16 games.
Derrick Jones Jr. came off the bench to lead Miami with
14 points, and Justise Winslow added 13 points, five
rebounds and three assists. Dwyane Wade, playing his
final game in Atlanta, scored 11 points with four rebounds
and three assists. — Reuters

Powell picks up slack as Raptors 
beat Pacers without Leonard

SYDNEY: Superstar captain Virat Kohli yesterday
called winning a series in Australia his proudest ever
moment, capping a 12-month journey for his India
team of hard graft, fixing mistakes and comradeship.

Their 2-1 triumph achieved what no other Indian
side has managed since they started touring to
Australia in 1947-48, with the foundations for success
laid not in the first Test at Adelaide, but on their tour
of South Africa last year.

It was there, and the subsequent tour of England,
that he and coach Ravi Shastri identified the attacking
brand of cricket that they wanted to play, all in prepa-
ration for Australia. “We wanted to experiment with
combinations and find out what suits the team best
and take it forward from there,” said coach Ravi
Shastri. “So we learned a heck of a lot in South Africa,
we learned a lot in England. We made mistakes, which
we didn’t make in this series. We learned from those
mistakes.  India lost 2-1 in Tests to South Africa in
January last year, and were then outplayed in England
4-1.  “So the most satisfying part of it (winning in
Australia) was it was a team working towards this goal
over the last 12 months,” said Shastri. That journey has
led to India boasting one of the most fearsome bowl-
ing attacks in the world, with the breakthroughs of
speedster Jasprit Bumrah and spinner Kuldeep Yadav.

While India’s batting in Australia was a class above,
anchored by Kohli and Cheteshwar Pujara, it was the
consistency of the bowling that made the difference,
with no Australian batsmen scoring a century. “The
way the bowlers have dictated and dominated, not
here but also in England and South Africa, it’s some-
thing I haven’t seen before,” said Kohli. 

“Hats off to them, the way they’ve prepared, their
fitness levels, and their mindset.” So important was the
win that Kohli, the best batsmen in the world in all
three formats, placed it above being part of the Indian
team that won the 2011 World Cup.

“It’s obviously a very proud moment. More so
because for the last 12 months we understand what we
have gone through as a team, we understand the kind
of cricket we have been able to play,” he said. 

“The fact that the reward has come in the most his-
toric series for Indian cricket is the cherry on top of
the cake.” And while accolades will inevitably fall on
Kohli, he has consistently stressed through the series
that it can never be about one person. “It was a team
effort through and through and that’s what we strive
for. We strive to play well as a team,” he said. 

“Single innings and single spells don’t win games of
Test cricket. We play to make the team win.” India
was already the number one team in the world before
the series began, with the win only shoring up their
formidable reputation.

Kohli is passionate about Test cricket and said he
wanted youngsters to look at what the team had
achieved, and they way they have done it, for inspira-
tion to keep the red ball game in focus as limited-
overs formats gain ever more traction.—AFP

India series win
12 months in making, 
says ‘proud’ Kohli

TORONTO:  Greg Monroe #15 of the Toronto Raptors drives to the basket against the Indiana Pacers on Sunday at
the Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. — AFP

SYDNEY: Australia skipper Tim Paine desperately
looked for positives yesterday after his side’s calami-
tous 2-1 Test series loss to India, but struggled to find
many. While they won in Perth, Australia were compre-
hensively outplayed the rest of the series, losing in
Adelaide and Melbourne before being spared by the
rain in a one-sided Sydney finale.

Pace spearhead Mitchell Starc failed to fire, and
Australia’s batsmen plumbed disappointing lows. Their
squad for two Tests against Sri Lanka is due to be
announced on Wednesday, with the matches Australia’s
last red-ball cricket before the Ashes tour to England
later in the year.

And there will be some nervous players waiting to
find out their fate. “We’re really disappointed. We know
we had some guys missing but we honestly felt coming
into this series that in Australia, we could beat India,”
said Paine, who has won only one of the seven Tests he
has been in charge.

“But throughout the series, more often than not
when those big moments came up, Virat (Kohli) scored
a century or (Cheteshwar) Pujara scored one, or
(Jasprit) Bumrah bowled a great spell and got them

through those moments. “Their best players stood up in
the big moments.”

The same can’t be said for Australia, who capitulated
at crucial times.  Starc was criticised for not being at his
best, while none of the batsmen reached three figures,
making it the hosts’ first four-Test home series without
scoring a century in their history.

It exposed the gaping hole left by the banned Steve
Smith and David Warner, who are due back from 12-
month ball-tampering bans in late March. Asked how
the batsmen will be able to handle an English attack on
home territory if they were not able to deal with India’s
quicks on docile pitches in Melbourne and Sydney,
Paine said: “We’ll have conversations in the next day or
two”. But he also suggested that not much will be
changing. “I have faith that the guys we have around
the team are the right guys — (we) just have to keep
putting some faith and trust in them,” he said.

“They are learning on the job a bit, but I think we’ll
get there. “We can’t help that we haven’t got Mike
Husseys or Michael Bevans,” he added, referring to the
two explosive former players. “We’ve got what we’ve
got and the playing group is trying as hard as we can to
get better.”

Paine pinpointed the opening Adelaide Test as one
that got away and could have changed their fortunes.
India won it on the fifth day by just 31 runs. “We hon-
estly feel that we let that Test match slip. We thought
we had a number of opportunities in that Test to get
ahead of the game, and when those key moments
came up, India outplayed us,” he said. “We can learn a
lot from the way they went about it, and we’ll make
sure we do.” — AFP
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find any gain from 
Australia loss
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NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference

W L PCT GB

Toronto 30 12 0.714 -

Milwaukee 27 11 0.711 2

Indiana 26 13 0.667 2.5

Philadelphia 26 14 0.650 3

Boston 23 15 0.605 5

Miami 19 19 0.500 9

Brooklyn 20 21 0.488 9.5

Charlotte 19 20 0.487 9.5

Detroit 17 20 0.459 10.5

Orlando 17 22 0.436 11.5

Washington 16 24 0.400 13

Atlanta 12 27 0.308 16.5

New York 10 29 0.256 18.5

Chicago 10 30 0.250 19

Cleveland 8 32 0.200 21

Western Conference

Denver 26 11 0.703 -

Golden State 26 14 0.650 1.5

Oklahoma City 25 14 0.641 2

LA Clippers 23 16 0.590 4

Houston 22 16 0.579 4.5

San Antonio 23 17 0.575 4.5

Portland 23 17 0.575 4.5

LA Lakers 21 19 0.525 6.5

Utah 20 20 0.500 7.5

Sacramento 19 20 0.487 8

Minnesota 19 21 0.475 8.5

Memphis 18 21 0.462 9

Dallas 18 21 0.462 9

New Orleans 18 22 0.450 9.5

Phoenix 9 32 0.220 19

Toronto 121, Indiana 105; Atlanta 106, Miami 82; Phoenix 113,
Charlotte 119; Oklahoma City 98, Washington 116; Chicago 100,
Brooklyn 117; Minnesota 108, LA Lakers 86; LA Clippers 106,
Orlando 96.

Timberwolves rout Lakers before Thibodeau firing

CHICAGO: Defending Super Bowl champion Philadelphia
edged the Chicago Bears and the Los Angeles Chargers
ousted Baltimore from the championship chase in two NFL
playoff thrillers Sunday. Bears kicker Cody Parkey clanked
a 43-yard field goal attempt off the left upright and cross-
bar with five seconds remaining as the Eagles sealed a 16-
15 victory at Chicago.

“It came down to the wire. We were just hoping for a
miss,” said Eagles quarterback Nick Foles. “The big thing
is we saw some adversity in the first half with a couple
turnovers but no one loses faith. We were able to rally
behind our defense and we were able to get the win.”

The Chargers seized a 20-point lead but needed a
turnover in the final seconds to thwart a Ravens fightback
and claim a 23-17 first-round triumph at Baltimore. “Our
defense was unbelievable,” Chargers quarterback Philip
Rivers said. “We couldn’t get anything but field goals early
on offense but we finally got it done. It was a great team
win.” The Eagles booked a trip to top seed New Orleans
next Sunday with the other National Conference playoff
matchup sending the Dallas Cowboys to the Los Angeles
Rams on Saturday. The Chargers have a second-round
date next Sunday at New England while top seed Kansas
City will entertain the Indianapolis Colts on Saturday in
the other American Conference contest.

Mitch Trubisky drove Chicago 80 yards and connected

with Allen Robinson on a 22-yard touchdown pass for a
15-10 Bears lead with 9:04 remaining, but Chicago failed
on a 2-point conversion run. Foles, last year’s Super Bowl
Most Valuable Player, drove the Eagles to Chicago’s 2-
yard line, where the NFL’s stingiest defenders at allowing
points denied two runs and a pass to set up a tension-
packed fourth-down all-or-nothing play.

Foles hit Golden Tate with a 2-yard touchdown pass for
a 16-15 Eagles lead with 56 seconds remaining but a 2-
point conversion run failed, giving Chicago a final chance.
“I just waited on my opportunity. I just tried to make a
play and it worked out,” Tate said. “A great collective
effort. We found a way.”

But the drama wasn’t over. Trubisky marched the Bears
downfield where Parkey was foiled the first time when the
Eagles called timeout just before the snap to negate a kick
he booted down the middle between the uprights.

On the next attempt, Parkey struck an upright for the
fifth time this season and saw the ball bounce off the
crossbar before falling on the wrong side for the Bears.
Jake Elliott’s 43-yard field goal had put the Eagles ahead
only 5:23 into the game but Parkey answered from 36 and
29 yards for a 6-3 Bears half-time lead.

Foles tossed a 10-yard touchdown pass to tight end
Dallas Goedert with 5:20 remaining in the third quarter to
put the Eagles in front 10-6. The 83-yard, seven-play
touchdown march was aided by two key penalties against
Bears defenders, a third-down unnecessary roughness call
on Adrian Amos sustaining the drive and a 33-yard pass
interference call against Prince Amukamara, a cornerback
of Nigerian heritage, putting the ball at the Chicago 10-
yard line.

But the Bears rallied to reclaim the lead, starting with
Parkey’s 34-yard field goal with 14:13 remaining to pull
Chicago within 10-9.

At Baltimore, the Ravens fell behind 23-3 on rookie

Mike Badgley’s fifth field goal, a 47-yarder with 9:14 to
play. Baltimore rookie Lamar Jackson, who became the
youngest quarterback in NFL playoff history on the eve
of his 22nd birthday, threw touchdown passes of 7 and
31 yards to Michael Crabtree to pull the Ravens within
the final margin. Jackson got the ball back with 45 sec-
onds remaining but Uchenna Nwosu, a Chargers line-
backer of Nigerian descent, knocked loose a fumble
from him and Melvin Ingram recovered for Los Angeles
to secure the victory.—AFP

Eagles edge Bears, 
Chargers oust Ravens
in NFL playoff

CHICAGO:  Cody Parkey #1 of the Chicago Bears misses
a field goal attempt in the final moments of their 15 to
16 loss to the Philadelphia Eagles in the NFC Wild Card
Playoff game at Soldier Field on Sunday in Chicago,
Illinois. — AFP


