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Pacioretty wins it again 
as Knights edge Devils

25

Just shut out, Oilers rebound to blank Ducks
LAS VEGAS: Max Pacioretty scored the game-win-

ning goal for the second straight game, and Malcolm
Subban had 36 saves to pick up his first home win of
the season as the Vegas Golden Knights moved back
into a first-place tie in the Pacific Division with a 3-2
victory over the New Jersey Devils on Sunday after-
noon in Las Vegas. Brayden McNabb scored his first
goal of the season, and Ryan Reaves also scored for
Vegas, which extended its win streak to six games.
Subban, making his first home start of the season, had
20 saves in the third period and picked up his second
win in seven starts (2-5-0) for the Golden Knights,
who extended their home point streak to 11 games (9-
0-2). Vegas last fell in regulation at T-Mobile Arena on
Nov. 16, a 4-1 loss to St. Louis. Defenseman Ben
Lovejoy, who had no goals and three assists in 37
games entering the contest, finished with a goal and an
assist, and Nico Hischier also scored a goal for New
Jersey. Goalie Keith Kinkaid finished with 25 saves.

CAPITALS 3, RED WINGS 2
Michal Kempny scored the game-winning goal on a

shot from the point that went off the stick of Detroit
forward Tyler Bertuzzi with 3:52 remaining to lift visit-
ing Washington. Tom Wilson and Travis Boyd also
scored for the Capitals, who avoided their first three-
game losing streak of the season. Goalie Braden Holtby
stopped 23 of 25 shots. Anthony Mantha and Filip
Hronek scored for the Red Wings, who lost all three
games against the Capitals this season. Jimmy Howard
made 31 saves for Detroit.

BLACKHAWKS 5, PENGUINS 3
Dylan Strome scored a tiebreaking, third-period

goal as Chicago snapped a two-game losing streak
while ending host Pittsburgh’s eight-game winning
streak. Alex DeBrincat, Chris Kunitz, Duncan Keith and
Jonathan Toews also scored for the Blackhawks, and
Patrick Kane added three assists, including one on
Strome’s go-ahead goal. Goaltender Cam Ward
stopped 31 of 34 Pittsburgh shots. Patric Hornqvist,
Jake Guentzel and Derick Brassard scored for the

Penguins, who got 26 saves from goalie Casey
DeSmith.

JETS 5, STARS 1
Host Winnipeg scored five unanswered goals

through the second and third periods, and Connor
Hellebuyck turned away 26 shots in beating Dallas. The
Stars scored first on a power-play goal from Alexander
Radulov early in the second period, but Adam Lowry
and Tyler Myers scored later in the period for
Winnipeg, and Kyle Connor, Josh Morrissey and Bryan
Little scored in the third period. The Jets are 4-4-0 in
their past eight games after a five-game winning streak
and enjoy a six-game home win-streak against Dallas.
Ben Bishop stopped 25 of 29 shots for Dallas, which
had a two-game winning streak snapped.

COYOTES 5, RANGERS 0
Conor Garland scored twice, and Alex Galchenyuk

had a goal and two assists as Arizona snapped a three-
game losing streak at the expense of New York, which
lost its third in a row, in Glendale, Ariz. Coyotes goal-
tender Darcy Kuemper made 23 saves in posting his
first shutout of the season. His best stop came on a
Chris Kreider breakaway midway through the second
period. Arizona’s Rick Tocchet got his 100th career
NHL coaching victory. Clayton Keller and Mario
Kempe also scored for the Coyotes. Rangers goalie
Henrik Lundqvist was pulled at 16:38 of the second
period after allowing five goals on 32 shots. It was the
second consecutive start that Lundqvist did not finish.

OILERS 4, DUCKS 0
In a battle of slumping divisional rivals, Edmonton

scored three times in the first period, and Cam Talbot
made 39 saves in his first shutout of the season in
beating host Anaheim. Connor McDavid posted his
team-high 24th goal, and Jesse Puljujarvi and Kyle
Brodziak added markers in the opening period for the
Oilers, who won for just the second time in their last
nine games. John Gibson stopped 20 of 24 shots in his
seventh consecutive start, and the Ducks lost their

eighth straight (0-6-2). Offense continued to be the
biggest problem for Anaheim, which has just 11 goals in
its last eight games.

HURRICANES 5, SENATORS 4
Justin Williams scored on a power play for the

game’s only third-period goal as Carolina stretched
its winning streak to four games by beating host
Ottawa. Justin Faulk, Brock McGinn, Jaccob Slavin
and Dougie Hamilton scored earlier for Carolina.

Hurricanes goalie Petr Mrazek made 27 saves, facing
only two shots in the third period despite the
Senators going on a late-game power play. Ottawa
dropped its eighth game in a row (0-7-1) despite
goals from Matt Duchene, Ryan Dzingel, Rudolfs
Balcers and Jean-Gabriel Pageau. Ottawa goalie
Marcus Hogberg was pulled after giving up three
goals on 16 shots in 26:13. Anders Nilsson stopped 11
of 13 shots while in his second game for the Senators
since last week’s trade from Vancouver. — Reuters

SYDNEY: Sydney will host the finals of the new
innovative ATP World Team Cup, organisers
announced yesterday, while Brisbane and one
other city will feature round-robin games in a
revamp of the season-opening tennis calendar.

The Association of Tennis Professionals, which
runs the men’s game, voted in London earlier this
year to award the tournament to Australia. It will
be played from January 3 over 10 days in the
lead-up to the Australian Open, the first Grand
Slam of the year, starting in 2020.

Sydney will host the final of the 24-team event
at the Ken Rosewall Arena, which will get a new
roof, along with some round-robin matches.
There will be group action in Brisbane along with
another city, reportedly Adelaide. The existing
Brisbane International will continue as a women-
only event.

Perth was widely seen to be in the running, but
the ongoing success of the mixed-teams Hopman
Cup, spearheaded this year by Roger Federer and
Serena Williams, has thrown that into doubt. “The
ATP Cup fits perfectly with our strategy to inno-
vate and look towards the future,” said ATP chief
Chris Kermode.

“We know from our extensive discussions with
the players that the ATP Cup will provide a great
way for them to open their season. “It will bring
together the world’s best for a major team event
that compliments existing scheduling, provides
highly-coveted ATP ranking points and clearly
links to the Australian Open.”

The event, supported by the likes of Federer
and Novak Djokovic, is returning to the global
calendar for the first time since taking place in
Dusseldorf from 1978 to 2012, and will feature
US$15 million in prize money, along with rankings
points.

It will see nations split into six groups, with
eight teams emerging from the round-robin stage
to compete in the knockout phase until one team
is left standing.  There will be up to five players in
each team, with ties comprising two singles
matches and one doubles, and player eligibility
determined by ATP rankings.

Tennis Australia chief Craig Tiley said “the tim-
ing is right for expansion”. “We want more play-
ers rewarded, more opportunities for them, more
opportunities for fans to get to see them, more
global exposure for the sport,” he said.

“A major step toward achieving that vision is
to deliver world-class tennis to cities across
Australia which is what the ATP Cup will do.  “It
is the next piece in a vision that will ultimately
grow tennis and provide inspiration for future
generations.”

The new competition will be held on the back
of a revamped Davis Cup tournament, run by the
International Tennis Federation, which will take
place from November 2019, bringing together 18
nations in one place for a week at the end of the
season. —AFP

Sydney to host 
finals of new ATP 
World Team CupWELLINGTON: Gael Monfils became the third big

name to pull out of the ATP Auckland Classic yesterday
sidelined by injury while seventh seed Denis
Shapovalov was bundled out in three sets.

Monfils, the eighth seed, said he was hampered by a
niggling pain in the leg.

His withdrawal followed the absence of top seeds
Tomas Berdych and Roberto Bautista-Agut, who both
pulled out after contesting the Qatar Open final on
Saturday which Bautista Agut won 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

The flamboyant Monfils said his injury flared
Saturday and had not responded to treatment.

“I have had a pain for two days with my quadriceps
and unfortunately I am not able to play the tourna-
ment,” he said.

“So I’m disappointed about the situation I’ve put
myself and the tournament through, because obviously
this year is tough because they’ve had a couple of
retirements.” 

Shapovalov, the 19-year-old Canadian and only seed
in action on day one, romped through the first set
against Portugal’s Joao Sousa, but went off the boil for
most of the second set.

The third set went with serve until 3-3 when Sousa
made the vital break and then held on to win the error-
filled match.

“The first tournament of the year is not easy,” Sousa
said of the below par performance.

“For sure it was not his best day, me neither, but this
is tennis, you try your best with what your have and I
made it.”

In the reshuffled draw, John Isner takes over as top
seed and goes straight through to the second round to
play fellow American Taylor Fritz. 

Fritz, who opened with a 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 win over
Romanian Marius Copil 4-6, 6-3, 6-4, has lost his two
previous matches against Isner.

Germany’s Philipp Kohlschreiber continued his phe-
nomenal run in Auckland when the 35-year-old defeat-
ed American Bradley Klahn 6-4, 7-6 (7/2) to move
through to the second round for the 11th time in 12
years.  In other action, German Jan-Lennard Struff won
his first set 7-6 (7/5) against Laslo Djere and led 2-0 in
the second when the Serbian retired. 

Tennys Sandgren raced through his opening singles
6-3, 6-4 against qualifier Mackenzie McDonald and will
face third seed Marco Cecchinato in round two. — AFP

LAS VEGAS:  William Karlsson #71 of the Vegas Golden Knights skates with the puck against Blake Coleman
#20 of the New Jersey Devils in the second period of their game at T-Mobile Arena yesterday in Las Vegas,
Nevada. The Golden Knights defeated the Devils 3-2. — AFP

Monfils pulls out, 
Shapovalov beaten 
in Auckland Classic

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sport Club
(KSSC) will organize the late Sheikh
Abdallah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah Cup
Tournament at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex in the 10m air
pistol and gun and Olympic archery. The
tournament will start Thursday Jan 10 and
will end Saturday Jan 12 with a closing cer-
emony at 5:30 pm.

President of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations said KSSC is always proud to
organize a tournament in the name of late
Sheikh Abdallah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah
each year.

Al-Otaibi hoped Kuwait shooters will
exert their utmost efforts in this tournament,
as it is one of the beneficial experiences for
our national teams before the start of their
participation in international events that will
qualify to the Tokyo Olympics 2020.

He said it will also be an opportunity for
shooters to prepare for HH the Amir Eighth
International Grand Prix to be held Feb 8
until Feb 15, with participation by major
international shooting federations.

Eng Al-Otaibi thanked the family of
Sheikh Abdallah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah for
their continued support of Kuwait Shooting.

MELBOURNE: Nick Kyrgios will face off against Bernard
Tomic for the first time as Australia’s most combustible
pair battle for last-minute Grand Slam form at the
Kooyong Classic from today.

The three-day event, at the private club which served
as the home of the Australian Open until 1988, is famed as
a relatively stress-free preparation for the opening major
of the year next week at Melbourne Park.

Kyrgios and Tomic will both count on lifting their
games, with each suffering in his own way from burnout
and lack of motivation.

Controversial Tomic could not even qualify for the
Australian Open 12 months ago following a car-crash sea-
son, and faced a backlash after later boasting “I just count
my millions”. His ranking is now back up to 51st.

Kyrgios, infamous for petulant behaviour and outbursts
on court, ended his season early after arguing with an
umpire at Shanghai then picking up an elbow injury in
Moscow.

While Australia’s notorious pair will not clash until
Wednesday, organisers have lined up a tasty programme,
leaving gaps for any late requests in case other top play-
ers want match practice under competitive conditions.

In 2018, both Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal played
in one-off exhibition matches.

The opening day line-up announced Monday includes
American Jack Sock playing Tomic, Serb Filip Krajinovic
taking on Damir Dzumhur of Bosnia-Herzegovina, and
Australian Jason Kubler playing Janko Tipsarevic of
Serbia. The event once again features women’s matches,
which were reintroduced in 2017 after more than two
decades. Day one sees rising American teenager Amanda
Anisimova face Britain’s Katie Boulter, fresh from the
Hopman Cup last week.

In addition a new format-as used last week at the
Hopman Cup-will see matches played as best of two sets

with a third set, if necessary, a 10-point tiebreak. The field
is headed by top 10 players Marin Cilic and Wimbledon
finalist Kevin Anderson.

World number seven Cilic did not play last week as he
works to heal a knee problem while Anderson, ranked six,
began 2019 with a title in Pune, India.

“The 2018 highlight for me was achieving some of the
goals I had set for myself, specifically making London
year-end finals, winning more than one tournament in the
year, winning a 500 (series event), and of course making
another Grand Slam final,” Anderson said. “In 2019, I hope
to continue pushing the boundaries. A big goal of mine is
winning the Masters series, being in the finals there, and
giving myself a shot at another Grand Slam.” — AFP
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