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Time limit for expat employees’
replacement not possible: Minister

Nod to hiring expat Quran teachers in religious schools and institutes
By A Saleh and Agencies

KUWAIT: Setting a time limit for
replacing expatriate public sector
employees with Kuwaiti manpower
is not possible because implement-
ing such plan is closely related to
labor market needs and the outcome
of the educational system, Minister
of State for Economic Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqeel explained.

The minister’s remarks were
quoted in an Al-Rai daily report
yesterday, which indicates that she
made that clarification in response
to demands made by the National
Assembly’s human resources com-
mittee, which called the government
to provide it with a ‘timed plan’ to
complete the replacement of expa-
triate employees in state depart-
ments with Kuwaiti staff members.

In this regard, committee chair-
man MP Khalil Al-Saleh said that
during a meeting with Aqeel, the
committee asked her, as minister of
economic affairs who is directly
responsible for all the files of substi-
tution and unemployment, to set
specific dates and a timed plan to
implement substitution that had
remained mere talk by the govern-
ment for years. 

Saleh added that an agreement
was made with Aqeel to come up
with the plan within a fortnight. “We
will only accept a mechanism to put
the plan into practice. No more
studies, statistics or memos - we
need actual implementation of any
mechanism the government opts for
and reviews with us,” he underlined.
The committee’s rapporteur MP
Mohammed Al-Huwailah said that

the committee members urged the
government to provide them with
short and medium term plans to
‘Kuwaitize’ all government and pri-
vate sector staff. The government
has embarked last year on a plan to
create jobs for Kuwaiti manpower
by releasing around 80,000 non-
Kuwaitis currently working in state
departments and have similar quali-
fications. The plan’s ultimate goal is
to achieve complete ‘Kuwaitization’
of public sector jobs within five
years of its commencement.

Quran teachers
The finance ministry has no

objections to appointing expats who
memorize the entire Holy Quran as
Quran recitation and memorization
teachers in religious schools and
institutes, in Quran Houses and

memorization circles in return for
limited monthly payments, said
informed sources. The sources
added that the ministry responded
to a parliamentary proposal aiming
at encouraging people to memorize
the Quran. However, the finance
ministry remarked that the proposal
did not explain the cost of such a
decision and called for more coordi-
nation with relevant bodies such as
the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs and the general authority to
take care of the printing and publi-
cation of Holy Quran and Sunnah
and their sciences. 

Jordanian universities
A new list with accredited

Jordanian universities will be issued
in February, said informed sources,
noting that the list will also include

the names of suspended and dis-
credited universities with the ulti-
mate goal of ensuring high-quality
education. The sources explained
that the national apparatus for aca-
demic accreditation and quality
education had already started acting
to verify the quality of education at
various Jordanian universities a year
ago by dispatching special delega-
tions to Jordan. 

The sources added that the new
list is almost the same as the current
one, which includes 12 public and
seven private universities. “The
change might only be in suspending
some universities,” the sources
remarked, noting that the delegation
found that some universities provide
special treatment for Kuwait stu-
dents, which negatively affects the
quality of education they get.   

Economic Affairs Minister 
Mariam Al-Aqeel

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Economic
Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel gave a briefing
during the cabinet’s weekly meeting yes-
terday on the state’s 2019-2020 develop-
ment plan; the fifth and final part of the
2015/2016-2019/2020 mid-term devel-
opment drive, which is primarily based on
seven core pillars that reflect economic,
social, environment and administrative
development. She assured that the annual
development plan involves stricter and
more serious criteria for selecting proj-
ects of high development returns, whether
directly or indirectly.

The minister explained that the mid-
term drive policies have been linked to
international indexes and sustainable
development goals, stressing that for the
plan to work out, everyone, including
development partners and citizens, should
share development responsibility.

Meanwhile, the cabinet hailed a recent
decision by First Deputy Premier and
Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah to set up a probe
panel to look into audit reports pertinent
to defensive budgets, Al-Saleh said. In the
meantime, Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah briefed the cabinet
on the outcomes of a recent visit by
Tunisian Foreign Minister Khemaies
Jhinaoui to Kuwait, and talks held on
ways of promoting and developing bilat-
eral relations and the latest regional and
international developments.  

Internationally, the cabinet offered
heartfelt condolences to Denmark over
the victims of a train accident, which left a
number of people dead or injured, along
with Russia over the victims of a recent
apartment building collapse. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah chairs the cabinet’s weekly meeting yesterday. — KUNA

Cabinet briefed on 2019-2020
development plan

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: An Arab man was killed in a car accident
reported on Sunday night between Waha and Oyoun in
Jahra. Firefighters headed to the scene in response to an
emergency call, and discovered that the man had already
succumbed to his injuries. An investigation was opened to
determine the cause of the accident.

Salmiya fire
No injuries were reported in a fire that engulfed a

third-floor apartment in a Salmiya building yesterday.
Firefighters had arrived to the scene shortly after the blaze
was reported yesterday afternoon, and they battled the
blaze after evacuating the building. An investigation was
opened to reveal what caused the fire.

Traffic campaign
Ahmadi traffic department carried out a campaign in

southern and northern areas yesterday against drivers who
acted recklessly during New Year celebrations. Their
license plates were noted down and their locations were
determined. Many sports cars were impounded.

Media figure released
The public prosecution released Kuwaiti media figure

Ayesha Al-Rushaid following a complaint against her by
the Amiri Diwan and other officials who accused her of
insulting them in an audio recording on social media, Al-
Rai daily reported yesterday.

Smuggler caught
Inspectors at Rafiq Al-Hariri International Airport in

Beirut detained a Kuwaiti man who was caught with pos-
session of 195 grams of hashish. The drugs were found in
the man’s undergarments when he was searched while
preparing to fly to Kuwait, Al-Rai reported yesterday.
Separately, Kuwait International Airport customs officers
arrested two men, Kuwaiti and Egyptian, in two separate
cases as they arrived with eight pieces of hashish and 167
illicit tablets.

Officer attacked
Concerned authorities ordered the detention of a royal

family member who attacked a police officer on duty. A
high-ranking security source said a misdemeanor charge
was lodged against the ‘sheikh’ after he was accused of
insulting an officer while on duty. A medical report docu-
mented the injuries as a result of the beating.

Fugitive detained
Police arrested a bedoon (stateless) man wanted to

serve a total of 90 years in felony cases, most notably kid-
nap and rape, in addition to drug use. Police asked the sus-
pect for his ID, but he claimed to have forgotten it at
home. He then handed them proof of being a bedoon.
When they checked his record, he was found to be wanted
by authorities, reported Al-Rai.

Motorist killed in
Jahra accident

KUWAIT: A vehicle pictured following an accident report-
ed in Jahra Sunday night.

Firefighters battle a blaze reported yesterday in
Salmiya.

KUWAIT: The National Guard Training Institute held the final exercises for infantry
officers (Saqer 4). The event was held under the patronage of National Guard
Undersecretary Lt Gen Staff Hashim Al-Refai and in the presence of assistant
undersecretary for operations and training Maj Gen Faleh Shujaa. The exercise
dealt with countering violence and fighting in built areas as well as isolation, sur-
rounding, storming and medical evacuation in order to train officers for real oper-
ations in similar situations.


