
Kuwait eyes closer
cooperation with
Australia on
food security
KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (KCCI) Ali Al-Ghanem yesterday stressed
the importance of boosting Kuwaiti-Australian coopera-
tion in the food security sector. Ghanem said during the
reception of a visiting Australian parliamentary delega-
tion headed by Maria Vamvakinou, accompanied by
Australian Ambassador to Kuwait Jonathan Gilbert, that
this visit aims to strengthen commercial ties between the
two countries and to discuss common issues.

Meanwhile, Vamvakinou said that the purpose of this
visit is to promote bilateral ties between Kuwait and
Australia, and to look into available investment oppor-
tunities in Kuwait. Vamvakinou also invited KCCI to
visit Australia to find similar opportunities in different
fields provided by the Australian Parliament that works
hard to provide a good commercial environment for
foreign investments. In the meantime, Ambassador
Gilbert made similar remarks about commercial oppor-
tunities in Kuwait and Australia, stressing the impor-

tance of strengthening those relations between the two
friendly countries.

Earlier yesterday, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem received the visiting Australian par-
liamentary delegation, and the two sides discussed ways

of strengthening bilateral ties between the two parlia-
ments, in addition to important and common matters. The
meeting was attended by Foreign Affairs Committee head
MP Dr Abdulkarim Al-Kandari, and MPs Ali Al-Deqbasi,
Safaa Al-Hashem and Mohammad Al-Dallal. — KUNA
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Fiber optics 
essential part
of smart cities’
projects 
KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait has
set plans to use fiber optic networks
as an essential part of developing
smart cities in the country as well as
aiding the state’s development
scheme ‘Vision 2035’. Fiber optics
applications could be used in various
domains especially within the devel-
opment of telecommunication, the
internet, and Information Technology
(IT). The main focus of fiber optics in
Kuwait is to establish a link between
Kuwaiti residential areas as well as
public and private entities.

The Ministry of Communication is
handling the installation of the fiber
optic networks via a three-phase
process. Currently there are around
122 housing units benefiting from fiber
optics in the first two phases, while
future plans will include around 120
housing units in various governorates.

Speaking on the issue, Director
General of the Central Agency for
Information Technology (CAIT) Qusai
Al-Shatti said that fiber optics tech-
nology was an important tool to
measure the success of any given
economy. Fiber optics would be a
vital tool in utilizing the ‘internet of
things’, a term describing the use of
internet in every tool an aspect of life,
said Shatti, affirming that this concept
was part of Vision 2035. The internet
of things will streamline governmental
services and fiber optics will be the
door to carry out such an ambitious
plan, indicated the official.

On the nitty-gritty of fiber optics,
expert Hajaj Bukhdhoor said that in
essence, the material used in fiber
optics allowed for fast transportation
of information whether wired or oth-
erwise. It also consumes less power,
he said, adding that fiber optics was
used in various products other than
communication-based technologies.

Meanwhile, Dalal Yaqoub - an
owner of a small enterprise - stressed
that her use of f iber optics had
helped her business immensely.
Broadly, fiber optics had boosted
Kuwait’s development index within
the telecommunication and IT
domain, which in turn would reflect
positively on local businesses and the
economy of the country as a whole,
she said. Reflecting a similar attitude,
both Abdulaziz Habib and Ziyad Al-
Banwan said that fiber optics are
integral for the development of com-
munication and the internet in
Kuwait, affirming that it was a priori-
ty for Kuwait to continue its plans to
spread networks throughout the
country. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with US Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence R Silverman. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Zain Group, the leading mobile telecom
innovator in eight markets across the Middle East and
Africa announces the commencement of its
‘Generation Z 2019’ program for six high-achieving
Kuwaiti graduates, who were selected to enter the ini-
tiative following a rigorous assessment process.   

The ‘Generation Z’ Youth Empowerment initiative is
the brainchild of Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO
Bader Al-Kharafi, a keen supporter of developing and
empowering Kuwaiti youth.  This year’s program
builds on three previous year-long graduate programs
commencing in 2015, which have seen talented gradu-
ates from each of the previ-
ous years offered full-time
employment at Zain.    

The aim of the year-long
graduate development pro-
gram is to develop young high
caliber Kuwaiti nationals with
potential, and enhancing their
digital and behavioral skill
sets to the level required to
support Zain Group’s expand-
ing digital lifestyle strategy.   

‘Generation Z 2019’ will
focus on developing participants’ soft skills to foster
collaboration and team effectiveness, develop creativ-
ity and enable innovative thinking, thereby preparing
graduates to enter the workforce and contribute suc-
cessfully. The program will heighten behaviors already
possessed by the participants such as empathy, deter-
mination, and team work, as well as develop compe-
tencies such as problem solving, influencing people,
adaptability and delivering results. 

At a ceremony honoring the ‘Generation Z 2018’
graduates and welcoming the ‘Generation Z 2019’

graduates held at ZINC, Bader Al-Kharafi commented,
“This initiative has matured into a program that is
genuinely making a difference to the prospects and
experience of talented young Kuwaitis in enhancing
their digital skill sets. Investment in and development
of young people is the most prudent long-term plan
an organization or nation can make, and we are
delighted with the caliber of individuals who are grad-
uating from Generation Z on an annual basis.”   

Kharafi continued, “We live in highly changeable
times, and equipping young people with the tools nec-
essary to adapt quickly to new environments is critical

to maintaining a competitive
edge. We wish the incoming
participants the very best in
the year ahead, and my advice
to them would be to grab this
opportunity with both hands
and be open to learning as
much as possible in a bid to
becoming successful corpo-
rate leaders of the future.”   

The latest set of program
participants will be helped to
cultivate customer-centric

ideas that are relevant and impactful. The program is
clustered under the themes of Empowerment, Digital
Transformation, Corporate Culture and Sustainability,
with a focus on developmental areas of interest to
Zain including Big Data, digital services, drone tech-
nology, mobile money, and data analytics.  

Participants will also be exposed to a wide range of
corporate and team-building activities, including
undertaking extreme sports, volunteering activities in
vulnerable communities, developing their self-aware-
ness and international travel to expand on their cultur-

al appreciation and bring emerging technologies and
cultural aspects back to Kuwait. 

The six new successful candidates for the 2019
program were judged on their creativity, passion,
resilience and initiative. They were hand-picked fol-
lowing a two-week-long assessment that included
panel interviews, individual research, customer
research, team presentations and psychometric
assessments. This year’s Generation Z program
received 277 applicants of whom 77 proceeded to
personal interviews. 13 short-listed candidates
advanced to panel interviews, with an initial nine
candidates being short-listed and finally narrowed to

the final six. 
The six selected ‘Generation Z 2019’ interns are:

Shaha Al-Khamees; Dalal Al-Sultan; Mohammed Al-
Gharabelli; Thuraya Al-Ateeqi; Laila Al-Melhem; and
Jumana Al-Mutawa. Over recent years, Zain Group
has launched various Empowerment initiatives includ-
ing WE that is aimed at achieving gender equality and
empowering women in the organization to be future
leaders. Regarding the company’s ZY, Youth
Empowerment strategy, many of Zain’s Middle East
and African operations have rolled-out numerous
inspiring youth related programs that can be viewed
on #zyouthtakeover. 

Six talented Kuwaiti graduates enter fourth
edition of Zain Group’s ‘Generation Z’ program
Initiative makes a difference to the future prospects of talented young Kuwaitis: Kharafi

Four 2018
program

graduates
hired full time KUWAIT: Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi (left) and Group CEO - Operations Scott

Gegenheimer (right) with the new Generation Z graduates.

Deputy FM
meets US
ambassador 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah yester-
day hosted US Ambassador to
Kuwait Lawrence R Silverman as
part of preparations for the third
version of Kuwaiti-US strategic
dialogue due in Kuwait on January
15. Both diplomats also addressed
relations between both countries

and the latest regional and interna-
tional developments. Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Deputy
Foreign Minister’s Office Ayham
Al-Omar and Assistant Foreign
Minister for the Americas Minister
Plenipotentiary Reeem Al-Khaled
were present at the meeting. The
Kuwaiti-US strategic dialogue was
launched in 2016, with Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah leading the
Kuwaiti side, and US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo leading the US
one. Several ministries and state
agencies from both sides are par-
taking in the dialogue. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of Malaysia Dato Mohammad Ali Selamat visited Kuwait
Times yesterday and discussed matters of mutual concern with Editor-in-Chief Abd
Al-Rahman Al-Alyan. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

The Charge d’Affaires of Democratic People’s Republic of Korea Ju Myong Chol
visited Kuwait Times yesterday and discussed matters of mutual concern with
Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan. —Photo by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets with Australian MP Maria Vamvakinou, who leads
an Australian parliamentary delegation visiting Kuwait. — KUNA


