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News in brief

Tender agency member, others 
sent to prosecution over graft 

Assembly braces for battle over MPs’ membership • Panel delays vote on PM’s grilling

World Bank chief Kim resigns

WASHINGTON: World Bank Group President Jim
Yong Kim will resign effective Feb 1, more than
three years ahead of the expiration of his term in
2022, the multilateral lender said yesterday. Kim, 59,
announced that he will immediately join a firm and
focus on increasing infrastructure in developing
countries, but the bank did not provide further
details. Kristalina Georgieva, the World Bank’s chief
executive officer, will assume the role of interim
president when Kim departs. — Reuters 

By B Izzak and Agencies 

KUWAIT: The Anti-Corruption
Authority (Nazaha) referred yesterday a
member of the Central Agency for Public
Tenders and his spouse, along with a
company staff member, to the public
prosecution on corruption charges,
including the deliberate act of inflicting
damage to public funds. Mohammad
Buzubar, Nazaha’s Assistant Secretary
General for Investigations and its official
spokesman, told KUNA that Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of State for

Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh referred a
report in early 2018 based on Cabinet
decision no. 1657 of Dec 25, 2017.

The report, which was prepared by a
judicial fact-finding committee, was based
on suspicions and accusations that some
members of the tender agency’s board of
directors were directly involved in
approving a contract with the health min-
istry and a company that provides ambu-
lances. Buzubar added that the authority
also received a letter earlier from the min-
istry of health suspecting officials in the
ministry of corruption over the supply of

ambulances to the ministry worth KD
3,720,000 from the same company and
using the same style in contracting.

Buzubar noted that the department in
charge of corruption detection and inves-
tigation carried out its investigative work
with regards to both incidents of commu-
nications and found a link between them
in the suspicious approval issued by the
tender agency and the ministry of health
contracting a direct order to buy the
ambulances from a local company. The
Nazaha official affirmed that their proce-
dures and referral have been complete

and thorough after examining all collected
information and finding the suspects men-
tioned did receive bribes, and investiga-
tions are ongoing with other suspects.  

Later yesterday, the Cabinet voiced
determination to go ahead with earnest
moves to promote integrity and combat
corruption at the behest of HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, and commended
Nazaha for referring the suspects to the
public prosecution. Some MPs also wel-
comed the move by Nazaha. 
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BANGKOK: This handout picture shows 18-year-old Saudi woman Rahaf
Mohammed Al-Qunun being escorted by a Thai immigration officer and a United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) official at Suvarnabhumi inter-
national airport yesterday.  — AFP 

LIBREVILLE: In this video grab, Gabon soldiers call on the people to “rise up”
yesterday. — AFP 

NANTUCKET: Kevin Spacey is escorted by a court officer during his arraignment at
the Nantucket District Court yesterday. — AFP 

LAS VEGAS: Apple takes a shot at rivals on the data privacy front at the major
Consumer Electronics Show with a message on the side of a hotel. —  AFP

BANGKOK: The Saudi woman who made a
desperate plea for asylum after landing at
Bangkok airport has been placed “under the
care” of the United Nations refugee agency, a
Thai official said late yesterday. Rahaf
Mohammed Al-Qunun told AFP she ran away
from her family while travelling in Kuwait
because they subjected her to physical and
psychological abuse. The 18-year-old said she
had planned to seek asylum in Australia and
feared she would be killed if repatriated by

Thai immigration officials who stopped her
during transit on Sunday.

Thai immigration chief Surachate Hakparn
had said Sunday that Qunun was denied entry
because of her lack of documents. But he made
an abrupt about-face the next day, following a
global media frenzy as the young woman
pleaded on Twitter for different countries to
help her. After announcing that Thailand “will
not force her” to leave, Surachate told
reporters late yesterday that Qunun would be
“allowed to stay” after a meeting with officials
from the UN refugee agency UNHCR.

“She is under the care of the UNHCR now
but we also sent Thai security to help take care
(of her),” Surachate told reporters at
Suvarnabhumi airport. He said Qunun had told
UNHCR officials she “wants to stay in Thailand
for a while seeking asylum to a third country”.

The agency “will take five days to consider her
status” and another five days to arrange for
travel, Surachate said, adding that he would
meet with Saudi diplomats today to explain
Thailand’s decision.  

Following the announcement, a relieved
Qunun tweeted that she felt safe “under
UNHCR protection with the agreement of
Thailand authorities”, adding that her passport
had been returned to her after being taken
away on Sunday. UNHCR’s spokesman in
Geneva Babar Baloch confirmed Qunun had
“left the airport to a safe place in the city” and
said agency officials would interview her once
she had had some rest.

Surachate had told reporters earlier yester-
day Qunun was stopped by immigration
because Saudi officials had contacted them
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Iraqi officials visited Israel 

BAGHDAD: Visits by Iraqi officials to Israel
announced by the Jewish state stirred controversy
yesterday in Iraq, where the deputy parliamentary
speaker demanded a probe to identify those who
crossed a “red line”. Israel’s foreign ministry said on
Twitter on Sunday that three Iraqi delegations visit-
ed Israel in 2018. It said the 15 Iraqi visitors were
“influential Shiite and Sunni personalities in the
country”, adding the travellers had visited “Israeli
officials and universities” as well as the Holocaust
memorial in Jerusalem. — AFP 

Sisi acknowledges Israel coordination 

WASHINGTON: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah
Al-Sisi offered a rare acknowledgement of his close
security cooperation with Israel in the Sinai
Peninsula during a US television interview with CBS’
“60 Minutes”. Asked whether the cooperation was
the closest and deepest that he has had with Israel,
Sisi responded: “That is correct.” Asked why he had
not managed to wipe militants out, Sisi asked: “Why
hasn’t the US eliminated the terrorists in Afghanistan
after 17 years and spending a trillion dollars?” Sisi
also denied that Egypt was holding any political
prisoners after CBS cited one rights group’s esti-
mate of 60,000 political prisoners. - Reuters 

Court rejects Sirisena sanity test

COLOMBO: A Sri Lanka court yesterday rejected
calls to subject the president to a mental health
examination after he sacked a former ally, dissolved
parliament and plunged the country into crisis. The
court of appeal rejected a petition to force
Maithripala Sirisena before a panel of psychiatrists
to scrutinize his mental state in the wake of the polit-
ical upheaval. — AFP

LIBREVILLE: Gabon said it foiled an
attempted coup yesterday after a group
of soldiers called for a popular uprising
while the country’s ailing president was
abroad. The soldiers burst into state
radio offices at dawn and urged the pub-
lic to “rise up” in a broadcast made as
President Ali Bongo remained in
Morocco after suffering a stroke last
year. Three soldiers wearing the green

beret of the elite Republican Guard, two
of them carrying assault rifles, were visi-
ble on a video of the speech released on
social media.

But security forces stormed the build-
ing, capturing the rebel chief, killing two
of his team and freeing journalists and
technicians who had been held hostage
and forced to help the mutineers make
their broadcast, the presidency said.
“The situation is under control,” it said in
a statement. Shots were heard earlier
around the RTG state broadcasting
headquarters in Libreville, capital of the
oil-rich West African nation, at about the
same time as the message was read at
6:30 am (0530 GMT).
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NANTUCKET, Massachusetts: Kevin
Spacey pleaded not guilty yesterday to
indecently assaulting a teenager who
alleged that the Oscar-winning US actor
groped him in a bar in Massachusetts in
2016. The “House of Cards” star, who
faces five years in prison if convicted, is
accused of repeatedly reaching down into
the pants of a man identified as William

Little, who was 18 at the time of the
alleged attack at a Nantucket restaurant.

Spacey, dressed in a gray coat over a
dark blazer and tie, was not asked for his
plea during the brief arraignment in a
crowded Nantucket courtroom, but his
lawyer entered the denial on Spacey’s
behalf. A follow-on hearing was sched-
uled for March 4, but Spacey is not
required to attend. The 59-year-old
actor stood quietly with his hands
clasped as the clerk read out the charge
“that in the town of Nantucket on July
18, 2016 (the defendant) did commit
indecent assault and battery on someone
14 and over.”
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LAS VEGAS: Apple is not among the
exhibitors at the 2019 Consumer
Electronics Show, but that didn’t prevent
the iPhone maker from sending a mes-
sage to attendees on a large billboard.
“What happens on your iPhone stays on
your iPhone,” Apple says in the message
to be seen by tens of thousands attend-
ing the Las Vegas tech show. The mes-
sage comes as gadget makers are con-
cerned about data protection scandals
and in many cases looking to make their
own point about respect for privacy.

Some companies are offering better
ways of protecting Internet routers or
services without a need for an internet
connection - reducing the potential for
data leaks and breaches. Dutch startup
Scalys is showing its Trustbox, a router
that aims to protect the user’s connec-
tion as well as devices using it. Another
router from Chicago-based Winston
stops tracking and surveillance and can
also block ads and geolocation.

The data scandals “are like Christmas
presents for us,” by prompting more
consumers to look for better security,
said Winston founder Richard Stokes.
“As we see more things being connected
I think that you’ll definitely hear people
talk about security more and really look-
ing at how would you secure the data,”
said analyst Carolina Milanesi
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