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SACRAMENTO: Stephen Curry connected on 10 3-
pointers as part of a 42-point performance Saturday
night, helping the Golden State Warriors outlast the
host Sacramento Kings 127-123 in a game that featured
the most combined 3-pointers in NBA history. The
Warriors went 21-for-47 from beyond the arc while the
Kings made a franchise-record 20 in 36 attempts. The
41 3-pointers were one more than the previous record
of 40 set in a game last season between the Minnesota
Timberwolves and Cleveland Cavaliers. Curry, who fin-
ished 14-for-26 from the field and 10-for-20 on 3-
pointers, scored 20 of his 42 points in the fourth quar-
ter, none bigger than a three-point play off a Draymond
Green assist that put Golden State ahead for good at
123-121 with 2:03 to go. Kevin Durant backed Curry
with 29 points and nine assists, while Klay Thompson
added 20 points. Buddy Hield buried a career-high
eight 3-pointers in 13 attempts to account for most of
his scoring on a 32-point night for the Kings.

Raptors 123, Bucks 116
Kawhi Leonard finished with 30 points, six

rebounds, six assists and five steals as Toronto, which
was coming off a disappointing loss at San Antonio on
Thursday, defeated host Milwaukee. Pascal Siakam
added a career-best 30 points for the Raptors, Serge
Ibaka finished with 25 points and nine rebounds and
Fred VanVleet chipped in with 21 points as Toronto
defeated the Bucks for the first time in three meetings
this season. Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 43 points
and grabbed 18 rebounds for the Bucks, who had won
five in a row and six straight at home.

Trail Blazers 110, Rockets 101
Jusuf Nurkic scored 25 points and grabbed 15

rebounds as host Portland ended both Houston’s six-
game winning streak and James Harden’s five-game run
of scoring at least 40 points. CJ McCollum scored 24
points, and Damian Lillard contributed 17 points and 12
assists for the Trail Blazers. Harden finished with 38
points after missing a layup in the closing seconds.
Austin Rivers scored 21 points, and Clint Capela added
13 points and 21 rebounds for the Rockets, who lost for
only the third time in the last 11 meetings with the
Blazers.

Nuggets 123, Hornets 110
Nikola Jokic had 39 points and 12 rebounds, Paul

Millsap scored 18 points and host Denver topped
Charlotte. Gary Harris added 17 off the bench for
Denver, which has won five straight and nine of its last
11. Kemba Walker led Charlotte with 20 points, while
Marvin Williams, Bismack Biyombo and Malik Monk

scored 16 apiece.

Jazz 110, Pistons 105
Donovan Mitchell racked up 26 points, five

rebounds, five assists and three steals, and visiting Utah
defeated Detroit. Ricky Rubio contributed 18 points,
Joe Ingles had 16 and Derrick Favors added 13 for Utah.
The Jazz erased an early 18-point deficit. Blake Griffin
led Detroit with 34 points, 10 rebounds and five assists.
Reggie Bullock supplied 19 points and Andre
Drummond, playing in his 500th career game, had 15
points and 18 rebounds.

76ers 106, Mavericks 100
Furkan Korkmaz buried a key 3-pointer with 1:34

remaining to stall a Dallas rally, helping host
Philadelphia hold on for the win. Ben Simmons record-
ed a triple-double with 20 points, a game-high 14
rebounds and a game-high 11 assists while Joel Embiid
provided a double-double with a game-high 25 points
and 12 rebounds, leading the 76ers to a third consecu-
tive win despite the absence of Jimmy Butler, who
missed the game with an illness. Wesley Matthews con-
nected on four 3-pointers to account for a majority of
his team-high 18 points for the Mavericks.

Pelicans 133, Cavaliers 98
Jrue Holiday and Julius Randle scored 22 points each

as visiting New Orleans handed reeling Cleveland its
ninth consecutive loss. Seven Pelicans scored in double
figures. Anthony Davis had 20 points and 10 rebounds,
Elfrid Payton scored 13 points and E’Twaun Moore
added 10. Randle also had 12 rebounds and eight
assists. Jordan Clarkson led the Cavaliers with 23
points, Jalen Jones and Collin Sexton had 15 each, Cedi
Osman scored 13 and Tristan Thompson had 10 points
and 11 rebounds.

Spurs 108, Grizzlies 88
Derrick White scored 19 points on 8-of-9 shooting

from the floor, and LaMarcus Aldridge added 18 points
as San Antonio bested visiting Memphis to earn its
fourth straight victory. San Antonio led by 20 points at
the half and by 88-66 after three quarters and survived
a 14-0 run by Memphis early in the final quarter before
cruising to its 12th win in the past 15 games. Patty Mills
added 15 points for the Spurs, with DeMar DeRozan
and Jakob Poeltl scoring 12 and 11 points, respectively.
Mike Conley led Memphis with 21 points while Jaren
Jackson Jr. and Dillon Brooks added 15 each for the
Grizzlies. Marc Gasol grabbed a game-high 11
rebounds while JaMychal Green pulled down 10
boards. —  Reuters

Curry, Warriors win 3-pointer 
battle with Sacramento Kings

Leonard fills stat sheet as Raptors edge Bucks

ABU DHABI: Yemen will be making their Asian Cup
debut when they face three-times champions Iran
today and while the players are set to be thrust into
the limelight like never before the team’s assistant
coach is confident stage fright will not be an issue.

Milos Brozek told Reuters that Yemen, the tour-
nament’s lowest-ranked national team at No. 135,
had nothing to lose when they face the highly fan-
cied Iranians in Abu Dhabi. “Sometimes if you are
somewhere for the first time you don’t really realize
just how big it is,” the Czech said in a telephone
interview. 

“We will show our best without any problems
with nerves.” The path to the 24-team competition
was an unlikely one for a nation embroiled in a near-
ly four-year long war that has killed more than
10,000 people and triggered the world’s most
urgent humanitarian crisis with the country on the
brink of famine. Their journey has been a rare
source of good news for both the country and its
players, who play abroad because the war has
forced the suspension of the national league. “We
have players from all over Yemen,” Brozek said.
“Sometimes we talk with the players about the con-
flict but we keep the focus on football. “We have had
big support from Yemeni supporters around the Gulf
and we see how the people support the players.” It
has not been easy for Brozek and Slovak head coach
Jan Kocian, who only took over at the end of
October. 

The pair had little time to experiment with tactics
and formations and instead have had to focus on
simply getting to know what the players could do,
Brozek said. And with most of the team scattered
around the Gulf, logistical issues such as contacting
players and clubs to get them to training camps
gobbled up time, he added.

“It was a very short time to know everything
and to collect the players,” Brozek said.  “Playing-
wise there was no time to try different systems.
We are not in a position to switch from system to
system because we have not had time to test dif-
ferent ones.”

The Czech and Slovak coaches have guided the
team to three narrow pre-tournament warm-up
losses to Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and
Syria, matches that have offered a glimmer of hope
the team will not be a walkover at the Asian Cup.

But Brozek said whatever happens at the compe-
tition-where the Yemenis also face Iraq on Jan. 12
and Vietnam on Jan. 16 in Group D-the team led by
former Slovak national team coach Kocian would be
ready. “The players are not afraid,” he said. “They
are fighters and want to represent their country the
best way they can. —Reuters 

Yemen to make
Asian Cup debut

SACRAMENTO: Bogdan Bogdanovic #8 of the Sacramento Kings shoots the ball against the Golden State Warriors
on Saturday at Golden 1 Center in Sacramento, California. —AFP

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 29 12 .707 -
Philadelphia 26 14 .650 2.5
Boston 23 15 .605 4.5
Brooklyn 19 21 .475 9.5
New York 10 29 .256 18

Central Division
Milwaukee 27 11 .711 -
Indiana 26 12 .684 1
Detroit 17 20 .459 9.5
Chicago 10 29 .256 17.5
Cleveland 8 32 .200 20

Southeast Division
Miami 19 18 .514 -
Charlotte 18 20 .474 1.5
Orlando 17 21 .447 2.5
Washington 15 24 .385 5
Atlanta 11 27 .289 8.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Denver 26 11 .703 -
Oklahoma City 25 13 .658 1.5
Portland 23 17 .575 4.5
Utah 20 20 .500 7.5
Minnesota 18 21 .462 9

Pacific Division
Golden State 26 14 .650 -
LA Clippers 22 16 .579 3
LA Lakers 21 18 .538 4.5
Sacramento 19 20 .487 6.5
Phoenix 9 31 .225 17

Southwest Division
Houston 22 16 .579 -
San Antonio 23 17 .575 -
Memphis 18 21 .462 4.5
Dallas 18 21 .462 4.5
New Orleans 18 22 .450 5

Denver 123, Charlotte 110; Utah 110, Detroit 105; Philadelphia 106, Dallas 100; New Orleans 133, Cleveland 98; Toronto 123,
Milwaukee 116; San Antonio 108, Memphis 88; Portland 110, Houston 101; Golden State 127, Sacramento 123.

ABU DHABI: Better known for horseback wrestling,
eagle hunting and dead goat polo, Kyrgyzstan are hop-
ing to turn heads at this month’s Asian Cup football
tournament. The former Soviet republic has made sig-
nificant progress since joining the Asian Football
Confederation in 1994 and the outsiders warned they
will be no pushovers in their debut appearance at the
continent’s showpiece event.

Kyrgyzstan’s White Falcons face China on Monday
in their opening game in the United Arab Emirates
before meeting title favourites South Korea and the
Philippines, but coach Aleksandr Krestinin struck a
defiant tone.

“We are not here just to make up the numbers,” he
told AFP. “We are serious, competitive participants and
we will fight to get through to the last 16. It is a new
experience for us, but the whole country is behind us.” 

An impoverished, landlocked nation of around six
million people, Kyrgyzstan is fiercely proud of its
nomadic traditions, many of which are not for the faint-
hearted. The mountainous central Asian country is
home to nearly 20 forms of wrestling, bone tossing and
a handful of ancient sports famous for their eye-pop-
ping ferocity.

Most notable among them is “kok-boru”-where rid-
ers on horseback battle each other to grab a headless
goat carcass from the dirt and throw it into a goal the
size of a children’s paddling pool. Once at the cross-
roads of the Silk Road, Kyrgyzstan has nevertheless
made significant strides in football since gaining inde-
pendence in 1991 following the collapse of the Soviet
Union.

They have risen to 91st in the FIFA world rankings
— 12th in Asia, above Qatar, Uzbekistan, and North
Korea-and are blessed with genuine talent in players
such as Anton Zemlianukhin and Vitaly Lux.

“To qualify for the Asian Cup is a remarkable
achievement for us,” said Krestinin, whose side have
benefited from the expansion of the Asian Cup from 16
to 24 teams. “It’s something the whole country has been
eagerly waiting for.

“The Kyrgyz football federation is working to devel-
op the sport despite minimal support from the govern-
ment,” added the Russian. “We are staying updated on
the new trends and trying to play modern football.”

However, their hopes of surviving Group C look like-
ly to hinge on results against Marcello Lippi’s China
and Sven-Goran Eriksson’s Philippines, also Asian Cup
first-timers.  South Korea, runners-up four years ago,
should prove too strong even without free-scoring
Tottenham forward Son Heung-min, who arrives in time
for their final group game against China.

“To play against the best teams and players is the
ideal situation for our development as a team and indi-
viduals,” insisted Krestinin. “We just need to make sure
we are prepared for the challenge.”— AFP

Plucky Kyrgyzstan 
go from dead goats 
to Asian Cup hopefuls

PARIS: Olympique de Marseille crashed out the French
Cup in sensational style yesterday when fourth-division
amateurs Andrezieux beat them 2-0 on a weekend of
shocks for big clubs. Andrezieux’s ground was so small
that they moved the game to nearby Saint-Etienne but
even without home advantage they were too good for
their more illustrious opponents and won with a goal in
each half.

The defeat extended Marseille’s winless run to seven
matches in all competitions but they were not the only
Ligue 1 side who failed to advance to the last 32. On
Saturday, Montpellier, currently riding high in the
league in fourth place, conceded in stoppage time to
lose 1-0 at third-tier side Entente SSG.

Angers also lost to an amateur side, beaten 1-0 by a
Viry-Chatillon, while Nimes Olympique were ham-
mered 3-0 by Lyon Duchere. Among the Ligue 1 clubs

who did manage to qualify for the next round were
Olympique Lyonnais, who beat lower league Bourges
2-0, and Stade de Reims, who beat Lens by the same
scoreline.

Bottom club Guingamp won 4-2 away at Stade
Pontivyen, while second-bottom AS Monaco also got a
rare win, knocking out Canet Roussillon 1-0 away from
home. League leaders Paris St-Germain head to fourth-
tier Pontivy later. —Reuters

SAINT-ETIENNE: Marseille’s French midfielder Dimitri Payet (C) fights for the ball with Andrezieux’ French mid-
fielder Charly Pereira Lage (2nd L) during the French Cup last-64 football match between Andrezieux-Boutheon
and Olympique de Marseille at the Geoffroy Guichard stadium in Saint-Etienne, yesterday. — AFP

Marseille knocked 
out by amateurs in 
French Cup shock

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

SPANISH LEAGUE
Celta de Vigo v Athletic de Bilbao 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ASIAN NATIONS CUP
China v Kyrgyzstan 14:00
beIN SPORTS
South Korea v Philippines 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Iran v Yemen 19:00
beIN SPORTS


