
With original boundary-breaking content, thrilling plots and charis-
matic actors, Danish television series have captivated audiences
worldwide in recent years. The latest show to hit the small screen is

“Ride Upon the Storm”, which is being distributed in almost 80 countries with
a debut late January in Britain. The new drama was created by Adam Price, the
BAFTA winner behind the acclaimed drama “Borgen”, which followed the
political and personal tribulations of a Danish woman prime minister.

Danish shows, with both exoticism and gritty realism, have quickly soared
in popularity beyond their initial local Scandinavian viewership, Pia Jensen, an
Aarhus University communications associate professor specializing in televi-
sion series, told AFP. Long known for the Nordic noir crime genre, the big
international breakthrough for Danish shows came with “The Killing”, a hard-
hitting series following a Copenhagen female cop’s investigations. Then came
crime thriller “The Bridge” in 2011.

The Nordic noir genre has proven so popular that its aesthetic and themes
are now being replicated beyond Scandinavia’s borders, with shows such as
“Shetland” and “Broadchurch” made in Britain, Jensen said. For foreign audi-
ences, Denmark as it is shown on television is “an exotic society, something to
aspire to because of the welfare state and the strong women characters”, she
said, referring also to the 2010 hit “Borgen”. She added, clearly amused, that
it’s “as if Denmark is the fantasy land of gender equality”. Paradoxically, in this
almost utopian world, the characters are “normal” people with whom audi-
ences can identify, according to Jensen.

Faith and family 
But now Danish TV series have moved beyond Nordic noir. “Ride Upon the

Storm” is a character-led drama about faith and a family of Danish priests,

dominated by Johannes Krogh, a tempestuous God-like father battling numer-
ous demons. Actor Lars Mikkelsen, known from “The Killing” and his role as
the Russian president in Netflix’s “House of Cards”, plays Johannes, a role for
which he won an International Emmy in November. Mikkelsen “has set new
standards for the portrayal of a main character in a TV series”, the show’s cre-
ator Adam Price told AFP. 

Johannes “is the 10th generation of priests, it’s a huge burden that haunts
him and he lets it haunt his sons too”. His eldest son Christian is lost and at
odds with the family and society, while younger son August is married and fol-
lowing in his father’s priesthood footsteps before becoming a chaplain for
troops stationed in Afghanistan. “In the Bible, you have lots of stories of
fathers and sons and brothers. That was the perfect ground to tell (a story)
about masculine relationships, the competitive gene between men in a family,”
Price said.

Staying relevant 
Elements from “Borgen” can be seen in Price’s new venture: the efficient

prime minister Birgitte Nyborg and Johannes Krogh, who is headed for the top
as Bishop of Copenhagen, are both characters passionate about their work.
“But Johannes reacts differently than Birgitte (does) because his ambition is not
within the world of politics, but with a more supernatural power,” Price said.

Thoughts on faith, religion and spirituality are mixed with a complex study
of family. “Religion is sometimes something imposed, as authority can be
imposed on our children in a family. And both are dealt with in ‘Ride Upon the
Storm’,” he said. Price is currently working on “Ragnarok” for Netflix, a six-
part Norwegian coming-of-age drama based on Norse mythology but set in a
modern-day high school. The second season of “Ride Upon the Storm” just

wrapped up on Danish public television DR, which produced the series, and
had around 500,000 viewers.

A small country of just 5.8 million people, Denmark is proud of its reputa-
tion as an innovator on the small and big screen. “Danish producers are mainly
thinking of a Danish audience. It has to stay relevant to the Danish public and
that’s why DR keeps experimenting,” Jensen said. “Some of the shows will
travel and some won’t.” — AFP
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Danish actor Lars Mikkelsen received an International Emmy Award for his
role as a priest and father of two sons in the hit new series ‘Ride Upon the
Storm’.—www.pulse.com.gh

The Golden Globes is the most lively, attention-grabbing and
just plain fun gala ceremony in Hollywood’s awards merry-
go-round-primarily because it’s the only one where alcohol

is served. Tinseltown’s elite are allowed to kick back in relaxed seat-
ing with a glass of champagne-or six-and reflect on a year’s
achievements. In a pre-gala interview, hosts Sandra Oh and Andy
Samberg told The Hollywood Reporter that the “looser atmos-
phere” was part of the fun. Here are five memorable moments from
past ceremonies-when adrenaline, various other hormones or the
open bar have brought out the best and worst in the stars:

Oprah’s ‘new day’ for women and girls 
Just months after the allegations against Harvey Weinstein

sparked a reckoning in Hollywood about sexual misconduct, day-
time television trailblazer Oprah Winfrey delivered a stirring speech
at the Globes in January 2018, declaring a “new day” for women
and girls facing down abusive men. “For too long, women have not
been heard or believed if they dare speak the truth to the power of
those men. But their time is up! Their time is up!” Winfrey said to a
standing ovation and even some tears as she accepted a lifetime
achievement award.

Jeremy Renner on J-Lo’s ‘globes’ 
Three years before in 2015, “Hurt Locker” actor Jeremy Renner

found himself at the center of a Twitterstorm after an off-color joke
as he gave out the award for best actor in a mini-series or TV movie
alongside Jennifer Lopez.

After the nominees were announced, the “Let’s Get Loud” singer
asked her co-presenter if she should open the envelope, telling him:
“I have the nails.” “You’ve got the globes, too,” he retorted, prompt-
ing a wave of complaints on social media that he had sexually
harassed her on live TV.

Emma Thompson ditches her shoes 
Who needs footwear to present an award? Certainly not Emma

Thompson, who sauntered up to the podium, Christian Louboutins
and a stiff martini in hand, to present the Globe for best screenplay
in 2014.  After paying lip service to the craft of script-writing, the
two-time Oscar winner launched into a one-woman campaign
against the cruelty of high heels. “I just want you to know, this red,
it’s my blood,” she said, gesturing to her crimson-soled heels before
lobbing the offending footwear over her shoulder.

Jodie Foster comes out... sort of 
Nothing to do with bad behavior, but actress and director Jodie

Foster’s moving soliloquy in 2013 remains one of the highlights. At
the time, the notoriously private Foster was still in what Out maga-
zine witheringly called a “glass closet”-hiding deliberately in plain
sight-as she prepared to accept a lifetime achievement award.

It sounded like she was finally going to put the issue of her sexu-
ality to rest when she spluttered: “I guess I have a sudden urge to
say something that I’ve never really been able to air in public... But
I’m just going to put it out there, right? Loud and proud, right? So
I’m going to need your support on this.”  In the end, she stops short,
merely declaring, “I am single. Yes I am. I am single,” to laughter and
applause, before offering a sweet tribute to former long-time part-
ner Cydney Bernard. 

The biggest shock of all 
It’s one thing to behave badly at a party but it’s a worse offense

to spoil everyone’s fun by canceling the event in its entirety. The
Hollywood Foreign Press Association shelved the Golden Globes
during the Writers Guild of America strike in 2008 after the Screen
Actors Guild said its members wouldn’t cross picket lines outside
the ceremony. With the threat of an empty red carpet, the awards
were replaced with a dull televised press conference announcing
the winners. — AFP

In this file photo taken on January 07, 2018 Actress and TV talk show host Oprah
Winfrey poses with the Cecil B DeMille Award during the 75th Golden Globe
Awards, in Beverly Hills, California. — AFP photos

In this file photo taken on January 12, 2014 actress Emma
Thompson arrives on the red carpet for the Golden Globe awards in
Beverly Hills, California.

In this file photo taken on January 08, 2017 actor Jeremy Renner arrives at the
74th annual Golden Globe Awards, at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills,
California.

In this file photo taken on January 13, 2013 actress Jodie Foster poses in the
press room with her Cecil B DeMille award at the Golden Globes awards ceremo-
ny in Beverly Hills.

List of key Golden Globe nominees
Here are the nominees in key cate-

gories for the 76th Golden Globe
Awards. Dick Cheney biopic “Vice”
leads with six nominations, followed by
a trio of films tied at five: “A Star is
Born,” “The Favorite” and “Green
Book.”

FILM 
Best film, drama:
“Black Panther”
“BlacKkKlansman”
“Bohemian Rhapsody”
“If Beale Street Could Talk”
“A Star Is Born”

Best film, musical or comedy:
“Crazy Rich Asians”
“The Favourite”
“Green Book”
“Mary Poppins Returns”
“Vice”

Best actor, drama:
Bradley Cooper, “A Star Is Born”
Willem Dafoe, “At Eternity’s Gate”
Lucas Hedges, “Boy Erased”
Rami Malek, “Bohemian Rhapsody”
John David Washington,

“BlacKkKlansman”

Best actress, drama:
Glenn Close, “The Wife”
Lady Gaga, “A Star Is Born”
Nicole Kidman, “Destroyer”
Melissa McCarthy, “Can You Ever

Forgive Me?”
Rosamund Pike, “A Private War”

Best actor, musical or comedy:
Christian Bale, “Vice”
Lin-Manuel Miranda, “Mary

Poppins Returns”
Viggo Mortensen, “Green Book”
Robert Redford, “The Old Man &

The Gun”
John C. Reilly, “Stan & Ollie”

Best actress, musical or comedy:
Emily Blunt, “Mary Poppins

Returns”
Olivia Colman, “The Favourite”
Elsie Fisher, “Eighth Grade”
Charlize Theron, “Tully”
Constance Wu, “Crazy Rich Asians”

Best supporting actor:
Mahershala Ali, “Green Book,” 

Timothee Chalamet, “Beautiful
Boy”

Adam Driver, “BlacKkKlansman”
Richard E. Grant, “Can You Ever

Forgive Me?”
Sam Rockwell, “Vice”

Best supporting actress:
Amy Adams, “Vice”
Claire Foy, “First Man”
Regina King, “If Beale Street Could

Talk”
Emma Stone, “The Favorite”
Rachel Weisz, “The Favorite”

Best director:
Bradley Cooper, “A Star Is Born”
Alfonso Cuaron, “Roma”
Peter Farrelly, “Green Book”
Spike Lee, “BlacKkKlansman”
Adam McKay, “Vice”

Best foreign language film:
“Capernaum” (Lebanon)
“Girl” (Belgium)
“Never Look Away” (Germany)
“Roma” (Mexico)
“Shoplifters” (Japan)

Best animated feature:
“Incredibles 2”
“Isle of Dogs”

“Mirai”
“Ralph Breaks the Internet”
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”

TELEVISION 
Best drama series:
“The Americans” (FX)
“Bodyguard” (Netflix)
“Homecoming” (Amazon)
“Killing Eve” (BBC America)
“Pose” (FX)

Best drama actor:
Jason Bateman, “Ozark”
Stephan James, “Homecoming”
Richard Madden, “Bodyguard”
Billy Porter, “Pose”
Matthew Rhys, “The Americans”

Best drama actress:
Caitriona Balfe, “Outlander”
Elisabeth Moss, “The Handmaid’s

Tale”
Sandra Oh, “Killing Eve”
Julia Roberts, “Homecoming”
Keri Russell, “The Americans”

Best musical or comedy series:
“Barry” (HBO) 
“The Good Place” (NBC) 
“Kidding” (Showtime) 
“The Kominsky Method” (Netflix) 
“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel”

(Amazon)

Best musical or comedy actor:
Sacha Baron Cohen, “Who Is

America”
Jim Carrey, “Kidding”
Michael Douglas, “The Kominsky

Method”
Donald Glover, “Atlanta” 
Bill Hader, “Barry”

Best musical or comedy actress:
Kristen Bell, “The Good Place”
Candice Bergen, “Murphy Brown” 
Alison Brie, “GLOW”
Rachel Brosnahan, “The Marvelous

Mrs. Maisel”
Debra Messing, “Will & Grace”

Best limited series or TV movie:
“The Alienist” (TNT) 
“The Assassination of Gianni

Versace: American Crime Story” (FX) 
“Escape at Dannemora” (Showtime) 
“Sharp Objects” (HBO) 
“A Very English Scandal” (Amazon)

Best limited series or TV movie
actor:

Antonio Banderas, “Genius:
Picasso”

Daniel Bruhl, “The Alienist”
Darren Criss, “The Assassination

of Gianni Versace: American Crime
Story”

Benedict Cumberbatch, “Patrick
Melrose”

Hugh Grant, “A Very English
Scandal”

Best limited series or TV movie
actress:

Amy Adams, “Sharp Objects”
Patricia Arquette, “Escape at

Dannemora”
Connie Britton, “Dirty John”
Laura Dern, “The Tale”
Regina King, “Seven Seconds”

FILMS WITH MOST NOMINA-
TIONS 

“Vice” — 6
“The Favourite” — 5
“Green Book” — 5
“A Star Is Born” — 5
“BlacKkKlansman” — 4
“Mary Poppins Returns” - 4 —AFP   


