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trade group representing hundreds of America’s design-
ers has called on the fashion industry to showcase
women of greater size diversity, such as plus-size mod-
els Ashley Graham and Candice Huffine. Graham, of
Nebraska, in 2016 became the first plus-size model to

make the cover of “Sports Illustrated.” She also appeared on the
cover of “Vogue,” helping to break down barriers in the notorious-
ly snooty fashion world. “We are beginning to see signs of fashion
moving in the right direction,” Marc Karimzadeh and Nicky
Campbell wrote on the website of the Council of Fashion
Designers of America (CFDA), which says it represents more than
500 men’s and women’s designers as well as jewelry and accesso-
ry designers.

“Designers such as Michael Kors and Christian Siriano are
casting models that defy tradition,” they said in a reference to the

fashion world’s longstanding preference for slimness. “Body
Positivity is important in fashion and we want to see more design-
ers and companies embrace this in 2019,” the CFDA communica-
tion officials wrote. A movement to recognize alternate body types
started in 2017 at New York Fashion Week, with runway shows by
Prabal Gurung, Christian Siriano and Michael Kors. In September,
the CFDA launched with plus-sized brand Dia&Co the
#TeeUpChange campaign to encourage greater diversity in size
among young creators.

It also collaborated last year with Universal Standard, a brand
that offers to exchange a piece of clothing in the year following its
purchase if the customer’s size changes. “In the past year, we put
more focus on size inclusivity,” through the Dia&Co and Universal
Standard tie-ups, “and it continues to be a focus going forward,”
Karimzadeh told AFP.  — AFP

US fashion group calls for 
more diversity in model size

In this file photo model Ashley Graham walks the runway for Prabal Gurung during New
York Fashion Week: The Shows at Gallery I at Spring Studios in New York City. — AFP 

British designer Bobby Abley (right) greets the audience after his catwalk show
on the opening day of the Autumn/Winter 2019 London Fashion Week Men’s fash-
ion event in London. — AFP photos
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Models display creations by British designer Bobby Abley on the opening day of the Autumn/Winter 2019 London Fashion Week Men’s fashion event in London.


