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Late penalty gives hosts UAE 1-1 draw 

ABU DHABI: This picture shows the opening ceremony prior to the 2019 AFC Asian Cup football game between United Arab Emirates and Bahrain at the Zayed sports city stadiuam in Abu Dhabi yesterday. — AFP

ABU DHABI: Hosts United Arab Emirates
salvaged a controversial 1-1 draw in their
Asian Cup curtain-raiser against Bahrain
yesterday. Substitute Ahmed Khalil
smashed home a late penalty harshly
awarded for a handball after Mohamed
Alromaihi had given Bahrain a shock lead
in Abu Dhabi.

The Emirates scored after just 14 sec-
onds when the two teams met at the 2015
Asian Cup in Australia but there was little
danger of that in a scruffy first half. UAE’s
Ismail Alhammadi fired tamely at goal-
keeper Sayed Alawi after six minutes
before Ali Mabkhout blazed over. Bahrain
went close just before halftime when
Komail Alaswad fizzed a free kick just
over the bar. The home side’s profligacy

continued as Mabkhout lashed wide from
point-blank range.

That wastefulness came back to haunt
the UAE after 78 minutes when Alromaihi
bundled home after his initial header
appeared to have crossed the line. Sami
Alhusaini almost equalised five minutes
from time, only for Alawi to pull off a stun-
ning block.

But Jordanian referee Adham
Makhadmeh pointed to the spot five min-
utes from time for what appeared to be an
unintentional handball to offer the hosts a
lifeline. Khalil, appearing in his 100th inter-
national, stepped up to rifle the spot kick
into the top corner and send a partisan
crowd wild.

UAE coach Alberto Zaccheroni steered

Japan to the continental title in 2011, but
his Emirates side have flat-lined in the run-
up to this year’s competition, scoring just
10 goals in 18 games under the Italian.

His hopes of going deep into the tour-
nament have not been helped by the loss of
mop-top talisman Omar Abdulrahman
through injury. The Emiratis were beaten
finalists the last time the country hosted
the Asian Cup in 1996, losing on penalties
to Saudi Arabia.

They take on India and Thailand in
their next two Group A fixtures but will
need to improve drastically if they have
designs on emulating their run to the last
four at the last tournament in Australia
where they stunned holders Japan in the
quarter-finals. — AFP

ABU DHABI: FIFA President Gianni Infantino (C) and UAE officials attend the opening
ceremony prior to the 2019 AFC Asian Cup football game between United Arab
Emirates and Bahrain at the Zayed sports city stadium in Abu Dhabi yesterday.— AFP

LONDON: Ole Gunnar Solskjaer enjoyed a fifth suc-
cessive win in as many games as interim manager of
Manchester United when his side beat Reading 2-0 in
the third round of the FA Cup at Old Trafford yesterday.

The former United striker had already guided the
Red Devils to a run of four straight Premier League
victories since being appointed coach after controver-
sial former boss Jose Mourinho was sacked last month.

That winning sequence was maintained against
second-tier strugglers Reading, with the third round
marking the entry into the FA Cup, the world’s oldest
senior knockout football competition, of England’s
top-flight clubs.

United, last season’s losing finalists, were 2-0 up
before half-time, thanks to goals from Juan Mata and
Romelu Lukaku but Reading had their chances against
a still suspect defence. Mata gave United, 12-times
winners of the Cup, the lead in unusual fashion in the
22nd minute.

United initially had a goal disallowed for offside
against Fred but referee Stuart Attwell, after a lengthy
consultation with the video assistant referee, awarded
the home side a penalty for a foul on Mata in the build-
up. The Spanish midfielder then scored from the spot

himself, sending Reading goalkeeper Anssi Jaakkola the
wrong way. Alexis Sanchez and Lukaku were both
making their first United starts under Solskjaer and the
pair combined to make it 2-0 deep into stoppage time
at the end of the first-half. From Sanchez’s through-ball,
the onrushing Lukaku calmly rounded Jaakkola and
scored from a tight angle.  

Elsewhere, an all-Premier League clash saw
Brighton win 3-1 away to south coast rivals
Bournemouth. Brighton, beaten in a replay by United in
the 1983 FA Cup final, scored with what amounted to
their first attack of the game when Anthony Knockaert
fired them into a 31st-minuted lead.

And three minutes later it was 2-0, when Yves
Bissouma’s long-range shot went in off the post.
Bournemouth pulled a goal back through Marc Pugh’s
fine effort from 20 yards out but Brighton restored their
two-goal lead in the 64th minute when Florin Andone
headed in from the Seagulls’ first corner of the game.

Marko Arnautovic had a bizarre match as West Ham
beat Championship club Birmingham 2-0. The Austrian
striker scored as early as the second minute. Yet
Arnautovic was, for no clear reason, substituted after 19
minutes by Hammers boss Manuel Pellegrini.

But Andy Carroll, the man who replaced Arnautovic,
made it 2-0 in the 90th minute when the forward’s
header saw him score his first goal since April.

West Ham’s Samir Nasri, the former Arsenal and
Manchester City midfielder playing 60 minutes on his
debut for the east London side, having joined after
completing a doping ban.

Premier League strugglers Burnley needed a late
penalty from Chris Wood to see off third-tier Barnsley

1-0.  Bakary Sako’s goal was enough to give West Brom
a 1-0 win over fellow Championship club Wigan, shock
FA Cup-winners in 2013.

Former England striker Peter Crouch scored an
equaliser for Stoke, now a Championship club, in a 1-1
draw with Shrewsbury, who are a division below in
League One.

FA Cup holders Chelsea face Championship club
Nottingham Forest in one of ties, with Arsenal-the

record 13 times FA Cup winners, away to third tier
Blackpool in a 1730 GMT kick-off clash. Premier
League champions Manchester City are at home to
Championship side Rotherham today.

Liverpool, the Premier League leaders, play Wolves
in an all-top flight clash at Anfield tomorrow. Tottenham
Hotspur became the first club into the fourth round this
season with a 7-0 rout of fourth-tier Tranmere on
Friday. — AFP

Solskjaer’s winning 
start at Man Utd 
continues in FA Cup

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s English midfielder Angel Gomes (C) takes a shot but fails to score during the
English FA Cup third round football match between Manchester United and Reading at Old Trafford in
Manchester, yesterday.—AFP


