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to see the withdrawal from Syria of all Iranian-com-
manded forces.”

State Department officials say Pompeo also hopes to
fortify the alliance of the six countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council. The group was weakened in 2017
after Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman sought to isolate GCC member Qatar from other
countries in the region, over its alleged support for
extremist groups. The rift is “unhelpful”, another US offi-
cial said, opening a cleavage that Iran could exploit. To
strengthen the group, the US is hoping a GCC summit

can be arranged as early as the first quarter of this year,
the official said.

Another key issue for discussion with the Gulf states
is the nearly four-year-old war in Yemen, in which a
Saudi-led, US-supported coalition supporting Yemen’s
government has battled with Iran-supported Houthi
rebels over control of the country. Both sides recently
agreed to a ceasefire in the port city of Hodeida while
UN envoy Martin Griffiths seeks to bring about a new
round of talks between them.

A key stop for Pompeo will be in Riyadh, whose rela-
tions with the US have been strained by the murder of
Khashoggi by Saudi agents in Istanbul last year.
Khashoggi was a US resident and was writing for The
Washington Post when he was killed. While the US sees
Riyadh as “an important pillar of regional stability,”
Washington wants more “accountability and credibility”
in its handling of the murder investigation, according to
the State Department. — Agencies 
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the 2022 World Cup host - of supporting terrorism
and seeking closer relations with Iran. Qatar denies this
and claims its regional rivals are seeking regime change
in Doha. It is the first time Qatar’s team has travelled to
the UAE since the diplomatic crisis began. 

Leading Qatari official and tournament organizer,
Saoud Al-Mohannadi, was allegedly barred from enter-
ing the UAE on his first attempt, though officials in Abu
Dhabi disputed this. A statement by the Asian Football
Confederation on Thursday said it was “aware of
reports that [Mohannadi]... was unable to travel to the
United Arab Emirates from Muscat in Oman”.  The AFC
had said it was “investigating the situation”. 

A Qatari official told Reuters that Mohannadi was on
Thursday stopped from boarding an Oman Air flight to
Abu Dhabi from Muscat. He was told by the airline that

his name was not on a list held at Abu Dhabi airport,
another source said. An AFC spokesman said
Mohannadi had arrived in Abu Dhabi on Friday. It was
not immediately clear which route he had taken.

However, Aref Hamad Al-Awani, the Emirati Local
Organizing Committee tournament director denied to
AFP that anyone had been stopped from entering the
country. “The news is not true,” he said. “Saoud (Al-
Mohannadi) arrived today to Abu Dhabi and preparing
himself for his meetings. We did not see any evidence
that Al-Mohannadi was denied entry.  And the proof
(is) that he is here today.  This issue has political pur-
poses, and we try to keep sports away from politics.”

Five Qatar-based journalists also claim they were
not allowed into the UAE to cover the tournament, after
allegedly being kept waiting at Dubai airport for 13
hours before returning to Doha. It all comes at a time
when FIFA president Gianni Infantino is pressing for
the Qatar World Cup to be increased from 32 to 48
teams, a move which would likely mean Doha having to
share tournament games with neighboring countries.
Qatar has said it will only decide on any expansion of
the World Cup after seeing a FIFA feasibility study
expected by March. — Agencies 
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there and we’re gonna impeach the mother******”.
The crowd roared, and Tlaib hugged supporters. Salty
language by US lawmakers - or presidents, for that mat-
ter - is nothing new. Trump, hardly the paradigm of verbal
decency, last year derided African nations as “s***hole”
countries, after all. But when Trump was asked about his
critic’s comments, he said they were “disgraceful” and
“highly disrespectful to the United States of America”. “I
think she dishonored herself and I think she dishonored
her family, using language like that,” he added.

The timing and optics of Tlaib’s outburst are notable.
Democrats have just won control of the House of
Representatives, after eight years in the minority. Tlaib, 42,
is one in a cadre of ebullient, media-savvy rising stars -
the self-described “radical” Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez is
another - who aim to shake up Washington’s status quo.
Such progressives will be eager to push back against an
administration they believe has abused its authority in the
nearly two years since Trump’s inauguration.

Doubling down on her outburst, Tlaib - the first
Palestinian-American elected to Congress - tweeted
Friday: “I will always speak truth to power.
#unapologeticallyMe.” But she dodged reporters repeat-
edly asking about her remarks. Tlaib found support on
Twitter, where #ImpeachTheMF was a trending item in

the United States on Friday night, with more than
110,000 tweets.

As the chamber’s new speaker, the 78-year-old Pelosi
is challenged with keeping Trump - as well as the more
radical elements of her own party in check. Pelosi sought
to downplay Tlaib’s potty mouth. “I probably have a gen-
erational reaction to it. But in any event I’m not in the
censorship business,” she said in comments aired Friday
on MSNBC. “But I don’t think it’s any worse than what
the president has said.”

Republicans have bridled at Tlaib’s comments, using
them to portray Democrats as seeking politically-moti-
vated retribution against Trump rather than common
ground. “We watched a new freshman stand up, use
this language, get cheered by their base, and we
watched a brand new speaker say nothing to her,” top
House Republican Kevin McCarthy said. “That action
should not stand.”

Democrats who support impeachment have argued
that Trump obstructed justice by firing former FBI direc-
tor James Comey, and that hush payments to at least two
women made by his personal attorney during the presi-
dential race violated campaign finance laws. As a long-
time Trump critic, Tlaib made calls for his impeachment
central to her campaign - and was once arrested for
heckling the then-candidate during his White House run.

“The time for impeachment proceedings is now,” she
wrote in a co-authored op-ed published in the Detroit
Free Press newspaper the morning of her entry into
Congress. House Democrat Brad Sherman agrees, and on
Thursday formally introduced impeachment measures
against Trump. They are unlikely to get a vote on the
House floor, at least for now. — AFP
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Opened in 1935, Tsukiji was best known for its
predawn daily auctions of tuna, caught from all corners
of the world, for use by everyone from Michelin-star
sushi chefs to ordinary grocery stores. Wholesalers and
sushi tycoons have been known to pay eye-watering
prices for the biggest and best fish, especially at the
first auction of the new year.

Despite the relocation, the auction ritual remained
intact: Before dawn, buyers in rubber boots were
inspecting the quality of the giant fresh and frozen
tunas by examining the neatly cut tail end with flash-
lights and rubbing slices between their fingers. At 5:10
am, hand bells rang to signal the auction was underway
and the air filled with the sound of auctioneers yelling
prices at buyers, who raised fingers to indicate interest.
Kimura went head to head with a rival in a thrilling
back-and-forth for the prize tuna, with a scrum of
spectators giving out a loud roar as the auctioneer’s
hammer came down after Kimura’s winning offer. 

Later in the day sushi chefs sliced up the giant fish
with special knives resembling Japanese swords at

Kimura’s main restaurant just outside Tsukiji, where
demolition work is under way. Hundreds of sushi lovers
queued for a taste. “I have come here every year to eat
New Year sushi but this tuna is tastier than ever,” Reiko
Yamada, a 71-year-old housewife, told AFP. Japan con-
sumes a large portion of the global bluefin catch, a
highly prized sushi ingredient known as “kuro maguro”
(black tuna) and dubbed the “black diamond” by sushi
connoisseurs because of its scarcity. A single piece of
“otoro”, or the fish’s fatty underbelly, can cost dozens
of dollars at high-end Tokyo restaurants.

The new market at Toyosu has already opened a bal-
cony allowing visitors to witness the organized
predawn chaos in an attempt to attract tourists who
previously visited Tsukiji. “I sincerely hope this market
will be loved by many people,” said Tokyo governor
Yuriko Koike, who attended the sale, wearing the white
rubber boots favored by auctioneers.  

The relocation of the market was a lengthy and con-
troversial process. Few would contest the fact that
Tsukiji was past its prime, and there were concerns
about outdated fire regulations and hygiene controls. In
contrast, the new market, located around two kilome-
tres to the east at Toyosu, boasts state-of-the-art
refrigeration facilities and is nearly twice as big as
Tsukiji. But Toyosu is located on the site of a former gas
plant and the soil was found to be contaminated, forc-
ing local authorities to spend millions of dollars to clean
it up, delaying the move. — AFP 
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A young Palestinian protester, wearing a Guy Fawkes mask painted in the colors of the Palestinian flag and holding a Palestinian flag in his hand, uses a slingshot during clashes following a demonstration near the border with Israel east
of Gaza City on Friday. — AFP 

LONDON: A powerful Iranian council approved an
anti-money laundering bill yesterday, state media
reported, a major step towards reforms that would
bring Iran into line with global norms and could facili-
tate foreign trade in the face of US sanctions. Iran has
been trying to implement standards set by the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF), an inter-govern-
mental organization that underpins the fight against
money laundering and terrorist financing.

Foreign businesses say Iran’s compliance with FATF
standards and its removal from the organization’s
blacklist are essential if they are to increase invest-
ment, especially after reimposition of the US sanctions
on Tehran. However, Iranian hardliners have opposed
passing legislation toward compliance with the FATF,
arguing it could hamper Iranian financial support for
allies such as Lebanon’s Hezbollah, which the United

States lists as a terrorist organization.
Parliament last year passed the anti-money launder-

ing bill, one of four amendments Iran needs to imple-
ment to meet FATF requirements, but the Guardian
Council, a vetting body, rejected it, saying it was
against Islam and the constitution. Yesterday, the
Expediency Council, a body intended to resolve dis-
putes between parliament and the Guardian Council,
approved the bill with some changes, state news
agency IRNA said, quoting a member of the council.

A previous bill on the mechanics of monitoring and
preventing terrorist financing was signed into law in
August. Two others - allowing Iran to join UN con-
ventions against terrorist-financing and organized
crime - have been approved by parliament but are
still being delayed by higher authorities, including the
Guardian Council.

The move came after Ayatollah Sadeq Amoli
Larijani - the chief of hardline judiciary - was appoint-
ed last week as the head of the Expediency Council. He
is the brother of Ali Larijani, the speaker of the parlia-
ment. Seven months after his harsh dismissal of parlia-
mentary efforts to adapt FATF and other international
conventions on money laundering, Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei seems to have warmed to the
reforms, a reversal that experts say is aimed at pre-
venting Iran’s economic collapse.

In recent months, cities have been rocked by
demonstrations as factory workers, teachers, truck
drivers and farmers protested against economic hard-
ship. The sanctions have depressed the value of Iran’s
rial currency and aggravated annual inflation fourfold
to nearly 40 percent in November. US President
Donald Trump withdrew from a nuclear deal with Iran

last year and reimposed the sanctions on its banking
and energy sectors, hoping to curb its missile and
nuclear programs and counter its growing influence in
the Middle East.

European signatories of the nuclear deal are still
committed to the accord and seek to launch a mecha-
nism, a so-called special purpose vehicle (SPV), aiming
to sidestep the US financial system by using an EU
intermediary to handle trade with Iran. The director
general of Iran’s Strategic Council on Foreign
Relations, an advisory body set up by Khamenei,
voiced his support for the FATF-related bills on Friday.
“It is better to finalize the FATF and CFT (counter
financing of terrorism regimes) in the earliest time, so
the Europeans have no excuse not to implement the
(SPV) mechanism,” Abdolreza Faraji was quoted by
semi-official ISNA new agency. —  Agencies 
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