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mily Blunt “knows the basics”
of the ‘A Quiet Place 2’ plot.
The 35-year-old actress
starred Evelyn Abbot in the

original movie, which was directed by and
co-starred her husband John Krasinski,
and has said that despite being married to
the movie’s helmer, she doesn’t know
every detail about the upcoming sequel,
because John is still keeping certain things
close to his chest. Speaking to
‘Entertainment Tonight’, she said: “I know
all; I know everything, No, I know enough.
But he’s also writing, so he’s in that sort of
vortex. And then I’m sure I’ll read stuff
eventually. But I know the basics.” Her
comments come after John claimed he
was “mind-tricked” into writing a sequel
for the 2018 flick, which sees Evelyn and
his character Lee - along with their two
children Marcus (Noah Jupe) and Regan
(Millicent Simmonds) - in a post-apoca-
lyptic world that has been taken over by
blind monsters with an acute sense of
hearing. John says it was never his inten-
tion to create a sequel, and he was duped
into writing his idea for the next movie. He
said: “I’ll be honest with you: I really

didn’t want to do the sequel. It was never
built to launch sequels, which we all knew,
and the studio knew too. But also, I’m a
realist. “I know that when you have a suc-
cess like this, everyone wants to make
another one. I told them to go find anoth-
er filmmaker and writer, and they said,
‘But don’t you have an idea?’ I said, ‘Yeah,
I have a tiny idea,’ so they said, ‘OK, while
we’re talking to other people, keep think-
ing about it’. They basically mind-tricked
me into wanting to write it. “But the idea
for it is pretty simple. I’m writing now - I
don’t have it fleshed out - but the thought
that occurred to me, that really excited me
about it, was that most sequels are about
the return of a hero or a villain. You take
this character that people loved once and
you bring them back, and you have to
create a new world around them. “We
have the exact opposite setup. We have
the world, and you can drop whoever you
want into that world and everyone feels
connected to it. The reason I decided to
go back, in the end, was this world is so
rich, and it’s so much fun to explore.”

Blunt only knows the ‘basics’ 
of the A Quiet Place 2 plot 
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Cynthia Erivo ‘too
scared’ to tell 

Serena Williams
about movie dream 

ynthia Erivo has set her sights on playing
Serena Williams in a film about her life -
but is “too scared” to talk to her about it.
The ‘Widows’ actress - who was recent-

ly nominated for the EE Rising Star Award ahead of
the BAFTA Film Awards - would love to portray the
tennis superstar because she has helped her to
“feel normal” for having muscular arms, and loves
the 37-year-old star’s “representation of work”.
Speaking at the EE Rising Star Award nominees
announcement at BAFTA HQ in London’s
Piccadilly, she exclusively told BANG Showbiz: “I
haven’t ever spoken to her about it. I think I’m too
scared, because it’s weird, and she’s so awesome
and cool.  “I think it’s one of those pipe dreams.  “I
love her representation of work about how women
can really be powerful. Not just in work, not just in
sport, like physically she’s wonderful. “As a woman
who is also very muscular and very sporty, she was
the woman I looked up to and she was the person
who made me feel normal for having muscular
arms, because she had muscular arms.  “I feel like
that’s mostly why I would love to play her, because
I feel like I understand that feeling of both feeling
out of place, but having to learn to own that power,
that strength.” The ‘Color Purple’ star admits she
has some tennis talent, but would “happily” go into
training to up her game ahead of portraying
Serena, who is widely regarded as one of the
greatest female tennis players of all time.  She
added: “I’m OK at tennis, but I would definitely go
into training, for sure. Happily, I would go into
training.” Cynthia has made a great start to the
year after receiving a nomination for the Rising
Star Award alongside Jessie Buckley, Barry
Keoghan, Lakeith Stanfield and Letitia Wright. And
the ‘Bad Times at the El Royale’ actress - who has
won an Emmy, a Grammy and a Tony award for her
role in musical ‘The Color Purple’ - cannot believe
how successful she has been in her career.  She
added: “It’s very surreal to be nominated. It’s
another thing on the list of a very surreal, crazy
year in 2018.  “This is awesome, it’s a really won-
derful way to start 2019.  “I was telling a friend that
if I wrote down all the things that have happened to
me and told it to a complete stranger they would
probably think I was crazy.  “They would probably
say, ‘Wishful thinking. There, there, I wish you luck,
darling.’ That would be the response.  “I’ve had to
pinch myself a couple of times to remind myself this
is happening for real.”

ayley Atwell learned to ques-
tion her scripts from Jodie
Whittaker. The ‘Christopher
Robin’ actress studied along-

side the ‘Doctor Who’ star at London’s
Guildhall School of Music and Drama and
was always impressed with the way her
friend was never afraid to speak up if she
was uncertain about something in her
lines. She said: “I’m so proud of Jode! At
university, she was equal parts tomboy
and girlie girl - we’d go to fancy dress
parties together. But she was also really
good at going, ‘I don’t understand that
word in that script, what does that mean?’
I’d be too embarrassed to ask. She taught
me it’s OK to not get things.” While the
36-year-old star made her movie debut in
2007’s ‘Cassandra’s Dream’, she still feels
like an “apprentice” and is open to making
mistakes on her career path. Speaking to
Marie Claire magazine, she said: “When
people think you’ve made it for this long,
this far, I get the sense they’re not going
to mess with you ... I’m still very much an

apprentice. And I want to make mistakes
and burst any bubbles about what an
‘actor’ - she pronounces the word with
humorous hamminess - should be.” Haley
also recalled how a “powerful film direc-
tor” told her early in her career that she
could lose her job if she went to her
grandmother’s funeral, and though she
went anyway, she was determined not to
put a foot wrong afterwards in order to
not give the filmmaker an excuse to fire
her, and she learned a lot from the experi-
ence. She said: “I was still skint then, pay-
ing off my student loan, and terrified. I
remember on the plane back learning my
lines perfectly, thinking, ‘I’m going to blow
his mind because he’s going to be waiting
to catch me out.’ It was awful. But the
point of the story is not to name names
and go into gossip, but to realize that
moments like that are potentially life-
changing and character-building - and
that you can grow from them.”

Atwell learnt invaluable 
acting lesson from 
Jodie Whittaker 
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Danny DeVito
to star in Jumanji 2

anny DeVito is set to star in ‘Jumanji 2’. The
74-year-old actor has been lined up for a role
in the sequel to Sony’s 2017 movie ‘Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle’, which was in itself a

sequel to the 1995 movie ‘Jumanji’, which starred the late
Robin Williams and was based on the 1981 children’s
book of the same name by Chris Van Allsburg. News of
DeVito’s casting, which was first reported by Variety
magazine, follows the recent addition of ‘Crazy Rich
Asians’ star Awkwafina, who will be joining a star-stud-
ded cast of returning faces from the 2017 flick, with
Dwayne Johnson, Jack Black, Kevin Hart and Karen Gillan
all reprising their roles. Speaking about the casting
choice, Johnson told Variety: “The magic of ‘Jumanji’ is
who becomes who. And the idea of Danny DeVito joining
our cast was too irresistible and something we knew we
wanted to deliver to our audience this upcoming
Christmas. Dwanta Claus loves everyone.” Plot details for
the new movie are not yet known, but the original book
and 1995 movie both told the story of a magical board
game in which wild jungle animals came into the real
world. In ‘Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle’, that concept
was updated by making the game into a video game and
having four teens transported into its world, where the
kids then transformed into avatars portrayed by
Johnson, Black, Hart and Gillan. As of the time of writ-
ing, both DeVito and Awkwafina’s roles are not known
to the public, but sources recently claimed the 29-year-
old actress was set to have a “key” and “significant”
part. Directed, written, and produced by Jake Kasdan -
who also worked on ‘Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle’ -
the sequel will be co-written by Scott Rosenberg and
Jeff Pinkner, and co-produced by Matt Tolmach and
Johnson’s Seven Bucks.
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Ronan says 
playing Queen Mary
gave her ‘strength’

aoirse Ronan says playing Mary Stuart gave
her “strength” as an actress. The 24-year-old
star plays the titular role in historical drama
film ‘Mary Queen of Scots’ and has revealed

that being asked to lead the movie by director Josie
Rourke helped her in both a “personal and professional
sense” as she was thrown into a world that was alien to
her previously. In an interview with the Daily Mail news-
paper, she said: “Making the film was brilliant for me in a
personal as well as a professional sense. I was being pre-
pared to be thrown out into the world in a way I hadn’t
been before. With that comes fear. The fear of having to
make decisions that hadn’t really been laid on me before.
“The kind of decisions that weren’t going to make that
person over there happy, but one that’s right for me.
Honestly playing Mary gave me that strength.
“Ultimately when it came to work, I always knew what I
wanted to do and what I didn’t want to do. But it’s very
easy to say this is the thing I want to do, and hard to say
this isn’t what I want to do.”  The central plot of the
movie is the fractious relationship between Mary and her
cousin Queen Elizabeth I - the ruler of England and
Ireland who is played by Margot Robbie - and the 1569
conflict between their two kingdoms. Saoirse says the
dynamic and differences between her character and
Margot’s alter ego were fascinating to her. The ‘Lady
Bird’ star said: “One essentially wants anything that a
man has been afforded; lovers, the ability to rule, a family,
friends, being able to enjoy her life and art and music and
drink and whatever else.  “And then, there’s Elizabeth,
who’s the one who ends up having the longest reign
because she cuts herself off from anything human that
will get in the way.” 
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Bullock thinks 
streaming has changed

film for the better 
andra Bullock thinks streaming has
changed the movie industry for the bet-
ter.  The 54-year-old actress stars in
Netflix’s acclaimed thriller ‘Bird Box’ and

she thinks that “streaming has elevated the bar” in
terms of opportunities for actors and allowed more
work for “women and people of color”.  In an inter-
view with The I Paper, she said: “Cinema is not
going anywhere, streaming has elevated the bar.
Before, if you were a superhero, you were able to
get a movie made; anything else was not getting
made. Now, with streaming, we have all kinds of
work available. The movie business is changing, and
providing so many more opportunities for women
and for people of color.” The ‘Ocean’s 8’ star went
on to explain that she feels the industry is changing
in all ways and said she saw a notable difference in
attitudes towards women before and after filming
the all-female heist flick.  She said: “We started that
film before #MeToo and we ended it during. I saw
a noticeable difference.” Despite changing atti-
tudes, the ‘Proposal’ actress also noticed a differ-
ence while filming ‘Bird Box’ due to the presence of
a female director, Susanne Bier. She explained:
“Because the boss was a woman, I did see a lot of
fear in our crew members. The men were walking
on eggshells so I said ‘Guys you’re allowed to joke
I’ll tell you when you’ve gone too far.’”  The spine-
chilling drama follows a pregnant woman in a
dystopian future, where people are forced to wear
blindfolds to avoid witnessing their biggest fears,
and Sandra has shared the thing she fears the most.
She confessed: “It’s something happening to my
kids. Becoming a mother has made me much more
fearful.”

McFarlane promises
‘dark’ Spawn film

odd McFarlane says his ‘Spawn’ movie will be
“dark and ugly”. The 57-year-old comic book
creator is bringing his Image Comics charac-
ter to the big screen in what will be his direc-

torial debut and McFarlane has vowed that he will not be
making the demonic titular character lighter for the big
screen like the films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. In
an interview with website Nerdist, he said: “There’s no
joy. There’s gonna be no fun lines in it, and it’s just gonna
be this dark, ugly two hours’ worth of movie, which is
essentially what a lot of supernatural/horror movies are
anyway. There’s not a lot of funny in them. And that
seems to be a weird hurdle for a lot of people in this city
to get over because they sort of go into a
superhero/Avengers default all the time.” Jamie Foxx has
been cast as main character AI Simmons, a CIA black ops
soldier who is murdered by his own friend and partner
and then when he is sent to hell makes a deal with evil
being Malebolgia to become a Hellspawn warrior so that
he can return to Earth and see his wife. But he’s left dev-
astated when he finds out the love of his life has moved
on and married his best friend and he is stuck in the body
of a demon. Spawn then embarks on a battle against
lowlifes residing on Earth, Heaven and Hell. Jeremy
Renner - who plays superhero Hawkeye in the ‘Avengers’
films - will also star in the Blumhouse movie as Detective
Maximilian ‘Twitch’ Williams who becomes aware of
Spawn’s activities.  Discussing the motivation behind the
castings, McFarlane previously said: “As a first-time
director, I wanted to surround myself with the most talent
and the most skilled people I can on all fronts. I was
lucky enough to land [producer] Jason Blum and then
Jamie Foxx, and I knew the person on screen the most is
this police officer, Twitch’ Williams. We needed as strong
a person as possible because he will be the face of the
film.  “I took my naive Hollywood approach again, and
said let’s start at the top and work down. Jeremy was at
the top. I’m a huge fan of his.” There is no official release
date for the ‘Spawn’ film but it is hoped it will be in cine-
mas before the end of the year.  — Bang Showbiz
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