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SHANGHAI: Chinese telecom giant Huawei has punished
two employees for posting a New Year greeting on the
company’s official Twitter account using an iPhone made
by arch rival Apple, an internal memo showed. Huawei dis-
lodged Apple last year from its position as the world’s sec-
ond biggest smartphone-seller, below global number one
Samsung.

But in a public relations gaffe, the Chinese company
wished followers a “Happy #2019” in a tweet on New
Year’s Day-marked sent “via Twitter for iPhone”.

Video producer Marques Brownlee shared a screen-
shot of the post with his three million Twitter followers
before Huawei deleted it and sent another, this time
marked “sent via Twitter Media Studio”.

One unnamed employee and Huawei’s director of digital
marketing were demoted and had their monthly salary
slashed by 5,000 yuan ($730), according to the memo
widely shared on China’s Twitter-like platform Weibo and
seen by AFP.

As well as the pay cut, the digital marketing director
was also hit with a salary freeze and no promotions for the
next 12 months. Although the blunder was made by a third-
party social media company called Sapient, the pair were
disciplined for the “negative impact” on the Huawei brand
caused by the incident, which highlighted “ procedural

incompliance and management oversight”, the memo said.
In the memo dated Thursday, Huawei’s corporate senior

vice president Chen Lifang said the gaffe took place when
Sapient used an iPhone with a Hong Kong SIM card to
send the Twitter greeting after experiencing “VPN prob-
lems”. Twitter-and other major foreign sites like Facebook
and Google-are blocked in China and users need a virtual
private network (VPN) connection to circumvent Beijing’s
internet controls.

Huawei did not reply to AFP’s request for a comment on
the incident.

The company has come under fire in 2018, with
Washington leading efforts to blacklist Huawei internation-
ally. The arrest of its chief financial Officer Meng Wanzhou
in Canada in early December-on a US extradition request
linked to sanctions-breaking business dealings with Iran-
has led to a surge of patriotism in China with companies
encouraging staff to buy Huawei smartphones. 

Several companies are offering employees subsidies for
Huawei phone purchases, while others have even warned
staff against buying Apple products, AFP found.

Huawei in December said it expects to see a 21 percent
rise in revenue for 2018 despite some of its telecommuni-
cations equipment being banned in several countries due
to security concerns. — AFP 

Huawei raps staff for sending 
New Year tweet via iPhone

School girls in 
Kenya undergo 
compulsory tests 
for pregnancy
NAIROBI: Girls in western Kenya returning to school
after the Christmas break are undergoing compulsory
tests for female genital mutilation in a move to crack-
down against the illegal and harmful practice, a senior
government official said on Friday.

They are also being tested to see if they are preg-
nant. George Natembeya, commissioner for Narok
County, said many girls were being forced to undergo
female genital mutilation (FGM) during the school vaca-
tion, and pregnancies following this traditional “rite of
passage” were common.

“We have the highest rates of teen pregnancies in the
country, and FGM is widespread in some communities
in Narok, but it is difficult to detect these cases as it is
all underground and secretive,” Natembeya told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. “The tests will help us to
better support girls who often have to hide their preg-
nancies and health complications after undergoing
FGM. We will also be able to prosecute men who defile
them, and go after their parents who force them to
undergo FGM.” Since primary and secondary schools
opened in Narok on Thursday, Natembeya said girls

aged between 9-17 years were being given pregnancy
tests and examined for FGM by trained medical profes-
sionals in local schools and clinics. Girls will be given
support to return home if they are pregnant and guaran-
teed admission to school after giving birth, he said.

Those who had undergone FGM would be given
counseling and medical attention, he added.

The move has sparked outrage among women’s’
rights campaigners who said the compulsory tests are
demeaning and would further victimize and traumatize
girls. “The Narok county commissioner’s efforts to fight
FGM in the past are to be commended, but this is not
the right way. This is demeaning and violates a girl’s
right to dignity and privacy,” said Felister Gitonga from
the campaign group Equality Now.

FGM, which usually involves the partial or total
removal of the external genitalia, is prevalent across
parts of Africa, Asia and the Middle East - and is seen as
necessary for social acceptance and increasing a girl’s
marriage prospects.

It is usually performed by traditional cutters, often
with unsterilized blades or knives. In some cases, girls
can bleed to death or die from infections. It can also
cause lifelong painful conditions such as fistula and fatal
childbirth complications. Kenya criminalized FGM in
2011, but the deep-rooted practice persists. According
to the United Nations, one in five Kenyan women and
girls aged between 15 and 49 have undergone FGM.

Natembeya rejected criticism from rights groups
saying a more radical approach was required to curb
FGM. “We have to take this to another level now and go
after the parents and traditional cutters as this will help
act as a deterrent,” he said. — Reuters

Russia demands 
explanation 
over US snub 
to space chief
MOSCOW: Russia’s space agency yesterday demanded an
explanation after NASA put off a planned visit to the
United States by Russia’s controversial space chief.

Dmitry Rogozin, a firebrand nationalist politician known
for his anti-Western rhetoric, was set to visit the US in
February but NASA said Friday that it was postponing his
visit indefinitely.

Rogozin, appointed by President Vladimir Putin in
May last year and previously a deputy prime minister, is
blacklisted and under US sanctions over Russia’s actions
in Ukraine. 

Russia’s Roscosmos space agency said in a statement
that “it expects official explanations of NASA’s position”
and stressed that Rogozin’s visit was planned “in accor-
dance with an invitation received earlier.”

It added a veiled warning that preparations for talks on
cooperation with the US on the ISS programme and deep
space exploration are “so far not suspended.”

The row comes as space exploration remains one of
the few areas where Washington and Moscow continue
active cooperation despite political tensions. The US
needs Russia to ferry astronauts to the International
Space Station.

NASA said in a statement
Friday it  had told
Roscosmos that Rogozin’s
visit  would “need to be
postponed” and a new date
“has not been identified,”
USA Today reported.

Plans for Rogozin to visit
NASA’s Johnson Space
Center in Houston had
prompted protests from US
senators.

Democratic Senator
Jeanne Shaheen said in a
statement Wednesday that

NASA’s invitation to Rogozin “undercuts our message
and undermines the United States’ core national securi-
ty objectives.”

The rescinded invitation came after NASA chief Jim
Bridenstine visited Russia in October, his first trip after he
took up his post.

He observed the failed launch of a Soyuz rocket carry-
ing two Russian and NASA astronauts who managed to
make an emergency landing.

He told TASS state news agency at the time that NASA
had managed to temporarily lift US sanctions on Rogozin
to allow him to visit. 

Rogozin has clashed with the US, suggesting
American astronauts should use trampolines instead of
Russian rockets to reach the ISS after Washington
imposed sanctions over Moscow’s 2014 annexation of
Crimea. He recently joked Russia would send a mission
to the Moon to “verify” whether NASA lunar landings
ever took place. — AFP 

BEIJNG: Pedestrians walk past a Huawei store in Beijing. — AFP
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