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KOCHI: Police detain an Indian activist amid demonstrations after women entered the Sabarimala temple.— AFP 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Twin arson and bomb
attacks rocked southern India yesterday, continuing a
violent backlash that followed the entry of two women
into a Hindu temple that forbids female devotees. The
Sabarimala temple in Kerala state has been at the cen-
tre of a prolonged showdown between religious hard-
liners and authorities since September, when India’s top
court overturned a ban on women aged 10 to 50 setting
foot inside.

Police said unidentified attackers hurled a home-
made bomb at the home of a politician from the
rightwing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and set ablaze
the office of its Hindu nationalist parent group
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). Both are

opposed to the court’s order to allow women inside the
temple. No injuries were reported, police said. The
fresh attacks came hours after unknown attackers
bombed the house of a politician linked to the state’s
ruling Communist Party, which has vowed to implement
the court order. 

One person has died and more than 270 others have
been injured since Wednesday, when thousands
protested after two women devotees in their 40s
prayed inside the temple. The two local women had
become the first to access the shrine since the landmark
verdict and months-long of siege by Hindu hardliners
that forced dozens of women devotees to retreat from
the gold-plated hilltop temple.

A third woman from Sri Lanka said she entered the
temple on Thursday night but this was disputed by the
temple authorities, who performed a “purification” ritu-
al after the two other women made their way into the
shrine.  More than 3,000 protesters have either been
arrested or taken into preventive custody after multiple
clashes between police and demonstrators. Kerala has a
history of political violence between Hindu and the left-
leaning parties but tensions in the region have escalat-
ed since the women entered the temple on January 2.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, a member of the BJP,
joined calls by his party and the RSS for a statewide
shutdown to protest the women’s entrance. Modi’s par-
ty accuses the state government of backing “anti-reli-

gious” groups to violate Hindu traditions. Hindu groups
believe that women of menstruating age should not
enter the temple because they are “impure” and the
temple deity, Ayyappa, was celibate. 

The Communist Party has accused the BJP and RSS
of inciting violence in the state. Women are barred from
a handful of Hindu temples in India, including
Sabarimala, where it was considered a taboo for cen-
turies before the ban was given legal force by Kerala
High Court in 1991. But the Supreme Court in a land-
mark judgement in September overturned the Kerala
court’s ruling after six women lawyers petitioned it in
2006, challenging a ban they said violated their funda-
mental rights. —AFP 

Violence rages over flashpoint temple
Prolonged showdown between religious hardliners and authorities
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ISTANBUL: The Istanbul-based Orthodox patriarch
yesterday signed the formal decree confirming the
creation of an independent Ukrainian church, mark-
ing a break with the Russian church that has angered
Moscow. The Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of
Constantinople, the leading authority in Orthodox
Christianity, signed the decree known as Tomos at a
ceremony in Istanbul. Ukraine’s President Petro
Poroshenko and former Ukrainian president Viktor
Yushchenko were on hand to witness the ceremony.

“Dear Ukrainians, this is a historic event! This
is a great day!” Poroshenko said as he thanked
the Orthodox patriarch. “Once more, words of
great gratitude in the name of the Ukrainian peo-
ple, in the name of our nation to Your Holiness... It
took us a  very long t ime to get  here.”  The
Ecumenical  Patriarchate had f irst  agreed to
recognise the independence of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in October. Then in December a
historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev cre-
ated the independent body.

The Russian Orthodox Church cut ties with the
Constantinople Patriarchate in protest at the move,
which dealt a huge blow to Moscow’s spiritual
authority in the Orthodox world. Vladimir Legoida, a
spokesman for the Moscow church, denounced the
decree as “a document that is the result of irrepress-
ible political and personal ambitions”. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: A defiant President Donald Trump
said Friday he was prepared to keep the US govern-
ment shut down for as long as it takes — months or
even years — to force Congress to provide billions of
dollars for a border wall with Mexico. “This is national
security we’re talking about. We’re not playing games,”
Trump said following another round of talks at the
White House with Democratic leaders on ending the
two-week impasse which has shut about 25 percent of
the government.

“The southern border is a dangerous, horrible disas-
ter,” he said, decrying illegal immigration, drug smug-
gling and human trafficking. “We have to get a structure
built,” Trump said, calling on Congress to approve his
$5.6 billion request for a “major powerful barrier” made
of concrete or steel. Trump also claimed that some pre-
vious US presidents had told him they should have built
a wall. None of Trump’s predecessors has ever publicly
advocated such a thing.

Describing the situation as a “national emergency,”
Trump said he was looking into ways to get a wall built
without congressional approval. “I may do it,” he said.
“I am allowed to do that.” Chuck Schumer, the Senate
minority leader, said Democrats had urged Trump dur-
ing what he called a “sometimes contentious” meeting
to reopen the federal government, which has been par-
tially shut down since December 22 leaving 800,000
employees furloughed or working without pay. 

A handful of those employees held a roadside
protest in Maryland on Friday, saying they want to get
back to work, WTOP radio reported. “We told the

president we needed the government open,” Schumer
said. “He resisted. In fact, he said he’d keep the govern-
ment closed for a very long period of time. Months or
even years.” Asked by reporters whether this was true,
Trump said it was although he added that he hoped the
shutdown “doesn’t go on even beyond a few more days.
I will do whatever we have to do,” Trump said. “If we
have to stay out for a very long period of time we will
do that.”

Talks over the weekend 
Trump said a bipartisan group including Vice

President Mike Pence would meet over the weekend to
try to reach an agreement. “Our aim will be to find a
solution, not just simply to end the government shut-
down, to provide funding to end the crisis at our south-
ern border, to achieve real border security and to build
a wall on our southern border,” Pence said.

A quick end to the stalemate does not appear to be
in sight, however, as Democrats, who now control the
House of Representatives, seem in no mood to make
concessions. “We are committed to keeping our bor-
ders safe,” Nancy Pelosi, who took over as speaker of
the House on Thursday, told reporters following the
meeting with the president. But, Pelosi added, “we rec-
ognize on the Democratic side that we really cannot
resolve this until we open up government.

“And we made that very clear to the president,” she
said. “Services are being withheld from the American
people. Paychecks are being withheld.” Both Democrats
and Republicans have attempted to pin the blame for
the shutdown on the other side and Pelosi has ruled out
funding for a border wall she has described as an
“immorality.” Shortly after the new Congress was sworn
in on Thursday, the House approved legislation to fund
homeland security operations until February 8 and sev-
eral other agencies through September — but no mon-
ey for a wall.

Trump has said he would veto any bill that does not
include funding for the barrier and the Republican-run

Senate has said it would not consider anything that
does not pass muster with the president. The fight over
the wall is setting the stage for what could be a tumul-
tuous final two years in office for Trump faced with a
hostile Democratic-controlled House equipped with
investigative powers.

Some newly seated Democrats have even called for
impeachment proceedings against the Republican pres-
ident although Pelosi has distanced herself from those
appeals for the time being. “We talked about (impeach-
ment) today,” Trump said. “Nancy said ‘We’re not look-
ing to impeach you.’” Trump also sought to defend his
record saying “you don’t impeach people when they’re
doing a good job.” —AFP 
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WASHINGTON DC: US President Donald Trump speaks
during a press conference in the Rose Garden of the
White House following a meeting with Congressional
leaders on the government shutdown. — AFP 


