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News in brief
1,498 permits issued via single counter 

KUWAIT: The ministry of commerce said yesterday
1,498 licenses for companies were issued via the sin-
gle business counter in December. The permits includ-
ed 1,393 for individual companies, 13 for very small
businesses (VSBs) and 35 for mobile vendors. The sin-
gle counter has received 5,014 applications for estab-
lishing companies, 2,014 of which were approved. Up
to 850 companies were founded and 1,102 are in the
process. Moreover, 1,757 permit applications were
received for individual companies, 1,393 of which were
issued and 607 are in the process. The single counter
also received 105 applications to launch VSBs, of
which 28 were approved. Formation of 12 companies
has been accomplished and 16 are underway.
Applications for 26 licenses were received for very
small companies, 19 of which were granted.
Furthermore, there had been 177 applications for per-
mits for mobile vehicles, of which 86 were licensed
and 91 are still being processed. — KUNA 

Iran to deploy warships to Atlantic 

TEHRAN: Iran is to deploy its newest warship to the
Atlantic Ocean on a five-month mission - the navy’s
longest in a decade, the conservative Fars news
agency reported yesterday. “The navy has had a plan
to deploy a flotilla to the Atlantic Ocean for a few
years and now everything seems prepared to launch
the mission,” said Fars. Rear Admiral Touraj Hassani-
Moghadam told the official IRNA news agency on
Friday that the mission would start early in the next
Iranian year, which begins in late March.  The flotilla
will comprise the new guided missile frigate destroy-
er escort Sahand, which was unveiled just last month,
and the recently upgraded 33,000-ton fuel ship
Kharg. The vessels are expected to dock in a friendly
Latin American country such as Venezuela, Fars said.
The ships are among Iran’s largest and both are
capable of carrying helicopters. — AFP 

Pompeo heading to Kuwait to 
take part in strategic dialogue

Trip to focus on GCC ties, countering Iran • No timeline for Syria withdrawal 

Mallya ‘fugitive economic offender’ 

NEW DELHI: Billionaire tycoon Vijay Mallya was
declared a “fugitive economic offender” by an Indian
court yesterday, the first businessman to be indicted
under the country’s new anti-money laundering law.
The special court in Mumbai declared Mallya an
economic fugitive following a request by India’s
financial fraud police that is investigating money
laundering charges against him. The court is also
due to hear another prosecution plea to seize
Mallya’s properties. The 62-year-old liquor baron
fled the country in 2016 after failing to repay state-
owned banks more than $1 billion in loans that pros-
ecutors say was diverted to other businesses. Mallya
has been living in a sprawling $15 million mansion in
southeast England but has denied absconding and
any wrongdoings, instead saying the charges are
politically motivated. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo will tour eight Middle East
capitals including Kuwait next week in an
effort to shore up crucial alliances
strained by the Yemen war, US plans to
exit Syria and the murder of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi. Pompeo leaves on
Tuesday for the eight-day trip to Amman,
Cairo, Manama, Abu Dhabi, Doha,
Riyadh, Muscat, and finally Kuwait City,
the State Department announced on
Friday. In addition, according to the
White House last week, a stop in
Baghdad is possible, though the State
Department could not confirm it.

Pompeo will travel to Kuwait to lead
the US delegation for the third US-Kuwait
Strategic Dialogue, focused on new areas
of cooperation, the State Department
announced. Areas of cooperation include
defense, cyber security and strengthening
economic ties. While in Kuwait, Pompeo
will also meet leaders to discuss regional
issues including, “the need for GCC unity
and supporting UN-led efforts toward a
comprehensive political agreement among

parties to end the conflict in Yemen,” a
State Department memo said. 

In Kuwait, Pompeo will underscore
“our strong partnership”, a State
Department official said. “Kuwaitis have
been very helpful on regional challenges
including Iraq reconstruction, support for
refugees in Syria. He will have the afore-
mentioned strategic dialogue, which
would be the third annual strategic dia-
logue with the Kuwaitis, and he’ll thank
the Amir for everything that the Kuwaitis
have done to push Gulf unity under the

leadership of the Amir of Kuwait,” the
official added.

The trip was confirmed two weeks
after President Donald Trump announced
unexpectedly that the US would pull its
troops out of Syria, stunning allies and
sparking concerns of a vacuum in the
war-torn country that could be filled by
Iran. Pompeo is scheduled to make a
keynote address in Cairo, his second stop,
where he will underscore the trip’s overall
message that “the United States is not
leaving the Middle East,” a senior State
Department official told journalists Friday.
“Despite reports to the contrary, false nar-
ratives surrounding the Syria decision, we
are not going anywhere,” the official said.

At the same time, Washington wants its
Middle East allies to shoulder more of the
burden in maintaining regional security
and stability, amid fears of a resurgence
of extremist groups like Al-Qaeda and
Islamic State as US forces pull back.
Pompeo is under pressure to counter the
impression given to US allies in the region
by Trump’s Dec 19 announcement that the

US withdrawal from Syria would take
place immediately. He has since spoken of
“slowly” sending troops home, with a
vague timetable “over a period of time”.

Nearby countries, led by Israel, are
nervous that their regional archrival Iran
will be able expand its presence in Syria
with the possible resumption to full pow-
er of Tehran’s ally President Bashar Al-
Assad. Ahead of Pompeo’s trip, White
House National Security Advisor John
Bolton was to depart Friday for talks with
Israel and Turkey on how to move ahead.
“The Iranian regime is the dangerous
actor in the region,” the State Department
official said. “The secretary will continue
his work on galvanizing our regional part-
ners and allies to counter the regime’s
destabilizing activities.”

A second US official stressed Friday
that “we have no timeline for our military
force to withdraw from Syria”. “Our mili-
tary posture in Syria may be changing.
But our overall goals in Syria remain the
same, and key among those is... 
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By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources at the manpower
authority said the authority is about to issue a reso-
lution suspending the transfer of dependent (article
22) visas to article 18 visas to work for the private
sector. The sources added that the decision was
made following intensive studies with the aim of pre-
venting expats from changing their residency status. 

The sources explained the aim of this decision is
also to limit the spread of marginal labor, including
expats who manage to transfer their visas and get
work permits and yet work in activities other than
those they transfer to, start their own unlicensed
businesses or even provide home delivery services.
The sources noted that the law currently in effect
allows the transfer of a spouse’s visa provided the
sponsor approves it and is present at the labor
department in person to sign an official waiver and
transfer form. 

Dependent to work
visa ban mulled 

Mike Pompeo

ABU DHABI: Performers are seen during the opening ceremony of the 2019 AFC Asian Cup at the Zayed sports city
stadium yesterday. — AFP 

DOHA: Qatar’s 23-man football squad for the Asian Cup
left Doha yesterday, heading circuitously to the United
Arab Emirates on a sports quest which could ultimately
be overshadowed by politics. The tiny gas-rich state’s
participation in Asia’s biggest football tournament comes
at a highly sensitive time in Gulf relations, as host UAE,
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain have imposed a political and
economic boycott on Doha since June 2017.

Officials and players have vowed to put politics to one
side during the almost month-long tournament. “In the
end this is football,” Qatar’s goalkeeper Saad Al-Sheeb
told AFP.  “We just control ourselves and play football,”
he said. But the tournament - which pitches Qatar
against Saudi in Abu Dhabi on Jan 17 - could prove to be
a flashpoint. 

Even the Qatari team’s journey is a reminder of the
politics involved - the squad has to fly via Kuwait,
because of a ban on direct flights imposed against Doha
by the UAE, Saudi and Bahrain. The team’s route is sym-
bolic as Kuwait has led regional mediation over the crisis.
Abu Dhabi, Riyadh and Manama accuse Doha - which is 
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WASHINGTON: In this photo taken on Jan 3, 2019, US House Representative
Rashida Tlaib participates in a ceremonial swearing-in at the start of the 116th
Congress at the US Capitol.  — AFP (See Page 10)

WASHINGTON: A Democratic con-
gresswoman kicked off her term with an
expletive-laced vow to impeach Donald
Trump, testing her party’s discipline and
earning a chiding Friday from the presi-
dent. As a clip of Michigan Democrat
Rashida Tlaib’s animated comments cir-

culated widely on social media, Trump
tartly dismissed the threat of impeach-
ment, while the newly elected
Democratic House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
appeared loath to reign in the congress-
woman’s language.

“How do you impeach a president
who has won perhaps the greatest elec-
tion of all time?” Trump said on Twitter,
saying Democrats only consider
impeachment “because they know they
can’t win in 2020.” At an event hours
after her swearing-in on Thursday, Tlaib
told supporters that “we are gonna go in
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TOKYO: President of sushi restaurant chain Sushi-Zanmai, Kiyoshi Kimura, displays
a 278 kg bluefin tuna at his main restaurant yesterday. — AFP 

TOKYO: A Japanese sushi entrepreneur
paid a record $3.1 million for a giant tuna
yesterday as Tokyo’s new fish market,
which replaced the world-famous Tsukiji
late last year, held its first predawn New
Year’s auction. Bidding stopped at a
whopping 333.6 million yen for the enor-
mous 278-kg fish - an endangered
species - that was caught off Japan’s

northern coast. Self-styled “Tuna King”
Kiyoshi Kimura paid the top price, which
doubled the previous record of 155 mil-
lion yen also paid by him in 2013.

“It’s the best tuna. I was able to buy a
delicious, super fresh tuna,” the sushi
restaurant chain owner proudly told
reporters. “The price was higher than
originally thought, but I hope our cus-
tomers will eat this excellent tuna,”
Kimura said after the auction. Tsukiji -
the world’s biggest fish market and a
popular tourist attraction in an area
packed with restaurants and shops -
moved in October to Toyosu, a former
gas plant a bit further east.
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