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NEWCASTLE: Ole Gunnar Solskjaer joined Matt
Busby in the Manchester United record books in
his team’s 2-0 win at Newcastle on Wednesday
and admitted he does not want to leave the club
in the summer. The United interim manager, in
charge until the end of the season when he is
scheduled to return to his Norwegian club Molde,
has now won his first four games in charge.

In United’s history, only the legendary and
iconic Busby has matched that achievement and
Solskjaer celebrated enthusiastically with his
club’s travelling supporters after goals from
Romelu Lukaku and Marcus Rashford secured
the win. “I don’t want to (leave),” said Solskjaer
when asked about his future beyond this season.
“It is such a great bunch of players, a fantastic at-
mosphere. But it is the next game, the next game
and I am doing my job for as long as I am here.”

United will now move on to much tougher
challenges, starting with the Premier League
visit to Tottenham a week on Sunday. But, given
the manner of Wednesday’s victory, Solskjaer
has the look of a manager at the top of his game
after his decision to throw on Lukaku and Alexis

Sanchez, two of the biggest under-achievers
under former manager Jose Mourinho, after 63
minutes. Instantly, Newcastle keeper Martin
Dubravka fumbled a 25-yard Rashford free-kick
and Lukaku, with his first touch of the game,
tapped the rebound home from five yards.

The game hung in the balance until the 79th
minute when Newcastle, pushing upfield for an
equaliser, were caught on the counter-attack.
Lukaku found Sanchez whose astute pass
reached Rashford in space and the England for-
ward showed great poise to curl the ball past
Dubravka. “It was a tough test,” said Solskjaer
of Rashford’s performance. 

‘He will be top number 9’ 
“He gets kicked, and he gets tackled, he goes

for headers, he wins, he challenges, he runs. “He is
going to be a top, top number nine, definitely but
then we’ve got Rom (Lukaku), so sometimes he’ll
play on the right, sometimes on the left, sometimes
through the middle. He’ll get enough games. “But
I felt it was time to put Rom and Alexis on and, of
course, it was a great shot by Marcus and Romelu

does his job as a striker to be following in on the
rebound. If you do that you’ll get five or six goals
every season for free, really.”

United’s victory could have been even more
emphatic after Paul Pogba raced clear in injury-
time and rounded the keeper only to roll the ball
into the side-netting. But that hardly mattered
on an evening when Solskjaer pulled to within
one victory of the record five that Busby won in
his first season in charge of the club in 1946-47.
“That will be in the books but it’s nothing I’m
thinking of,” said Solskjaer of his record-equal-
ing fourth win. “I’m just thinking about the next
game, because if you win four you can win an-
other four with this club, that’s the challenge,
that’s the standard we’re used to.”

“The ‘gaffer’ (Alex Ferguson) used to chal-
lenge us on them and when we’ve won four you
can go onto the next four and think about them.”
The only slight concern for Solskjaer was an in-
jury suffered by Pogba who was caught by an
appalling late foul by Newcastle substitute Jonjo
Shelvey which went unpunished by referee
Andre Marriner. There were also some anxious

first half moments for Solskjaer thanks to some
moments of poor defending although United
eventually emerged with just their third clean
sheet of the season and the first under their in-
terim boss. — AFP 

Never let me go: Solskjaer wants 
to stay as Man United manager 

Saudi may need time to
privatize soccer clubs
DUBAI: Saudi Arabia’s plan to privatize its soccer clubs could
be delayed beyond the targeted 2020, the head of the coun-
try’s soccer federation told Reuters, in what would be the lat-
est setback to economic reforms. Sport is one of the pillars
of the government’s Vision 2030 goal to raise living standards
and diversify the economy beyond oil exports, while the pri-
vatization of soccer clubs has been earmarked as an early
candidate in a drive to privatize state-linked assets.

Former Croatia manager Slaven Bilic and Brazilian player
Giuliano are among the top names to grace the Saudi league,
in which Al Hilal are reigning champions. The authorities pre-
viously indicated soccer clubs would be part of an initial
tranche of privatizations to be finalized by 2020, but Qusai Al-
Fawaz said the date was uncertain. “Privatization is the long-
term plan,” he said. “I don’t have an exact time for this. I don’t
know whether it will be 2020 or 2022 until the plan is ready.”

A delay would be the latest setback to the planned sale
of state assets. Last year, the country shelved plans to float
oil giant Aramco, but said the sale would happen by early
2021. Sources told Reuters last year that privatization pro-
posals for King Khaled International Airport in Riyadh had
also stalled. Still, plans to sell flour mills are moving ahead.
The investment climate in Saudi Arabia has recently been hit
by the murder of Saudi dissident Jamal Khashoggi.

Fawaz said the kingdom expected to draw up a blueprint
for the privatization of soccer clubs in the coming months.
“Nothing is seriously happening so far but we expect the pri-
vatization of clubs will move very quickly in the upcoming
months,” he told Reuters. “We will pass a very comprehen-
sive plan on how to move forward.” Jadwa Investment, one
of the kingdom’s largest privately owned investment banks,
was previously appointed to advise on the privatization of
up to five soccer clubs in the Saudi Professional League,
Reuters reported in February 2017. “Until we get a full plan,
we can’t tell whether its the five clubs or full 16 (that will be
privatized),” Fawaz said. — Reuters

NEWCASTLE: Manchester United’s Norwegian
caretaker manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer ap-
plauds the fans following the English Premier
League football match between Newcastle United
and Manchester United at St James’ Park. — AFP 

Sarri admits striker 
needed as Chelsea 
frustrated by Saints
LONDON: Maurizio Sarri admitted Chelsea need attacking rein-
forcements after they wasted a chance to cement their place in the
Premier League’s top four with a 0-0 draw against struggling
Southampton on Wednesday. Sarri’s team remain in fourth place,
but they are now just three points ahead of fifth placed Arsenal in
the race to qualify for next season’s Champions League. It was a
frustrating evening for Chelsea, who dominated possession but
lacked any cutting edge, maintaining a worrying sequence for Sarri.

His side failed to score for the third time in their last five Premier
League games at Stamford Bridge, raising more questions about
Chelsea’s need for a top-class striker in the January transfer win-
dow. “The club knows my opinion. I think we need something else
for our characteristics,” Sarri said when asked if he would consider
recalling on loan forwards Michy Batshuayi and Tammy Abraham.

Quizzed on the possibility of signing a new forward, he made
it clear the responsibility lies with owner Roman Abramovich as
he said: “It depends on the board, not on me. “I have to think of
my responsibility with the training. I have to try to improve my
players in the offensive phase. “We played a good match for 80
meters, then we were in trouble in the last 20 meters. “We have
to try to solve the problem. We were in control of every match re-
cently, but it was not easy to score the first goal.”

With Olivier Giroud sidelined after suffering an ankle injury in
Sunday’s win at Crystal Palace, Sarri opted to recall misfiring
striker Alvaro Morata. Morata has played so badly this season that
Sarri had used Belgian winger Eden Hazard in the central for-
ward’s role recently rather than turn to the Spaniard, who had
managed only seven goals this term and none in the league since
November 4. But, once again, former Real Madrid star Morata
looked completely bereft of touch and confidence.

It was no surprise Morata wasted a golden opportunity to
open the scoring when he met Cesar Azpilicueta’s long pass with
a tame header straight at 22-year-old Angus Gunn — the son of
ex-Norwich goalkeeper Bryan Gunn. Having announced the sign-
ing of Borussia Dortmund midfielder Christian Pulisic earlier in
the day, Chelsea are planning ahead following a season of incon-

sistent displays from Willian and Pedro on the right flank. United
States international Pulisic will return to Dortmund on loan before
completing his move to Chelsea in the close-season. For the mo-
ment, Sarri continues to use Willian, but the Brazilian’s bid to prove
his worth was ruined when he was forced off with an injury late in
the first half.

Mounting frustration 
Hazard hinted several times that he preferred to play wide

rather than up front during Sarri’s experiment with the Belgian as
a ‘false nine’. Looking more vibrant back in his favored role, Haz-
ard made a fine run that opened up the Southampton defense, yet
his fierce drive was well saved by Gunn, making his Premier
League debut after his close-season move from Manchester City.
But Hazard couldn’t do it all on his own and, while successive away
wins at Watford and Palace made it a happy Christmas for
Chelsea, their first home game of the new year was a lot like their
last in 2018. Despite dominating against Leicester, Sarri’s team
were beaten 1-0 as they paid the price for lacking the incisive
passing and movement needed to break down the visitors’ obdu-
rate defense. It was exactly the same story against Southampton.
Although they controlled the game, chances were few and far be-
tween for Chelsea until Hazard burst down the left for a shot that
Gunn beat away at his near post. — AFP 

LONDON: Chelsea’s French midfielder N’Golo Kante (L) vies with
Southampton’s English midfielder James Ward-Prowse (R) during
the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and
Southampton at Stamford Bridge. — AFP 


