
S p o r t s Friday, January 4, 2019

Friday 45

SYDNEY: Irrepressible Cheteshwar Pujara
stroked his third century of the summer yester-
day to put India in a commanding position in the
decisive fourth and final Test as they strive for
an historic series win in Australia. At stumps on
day one, they were 303 for four with the rock-
like number three not out 130 and Hanuma Vihari
on 39. Mayank Agarwal made 77, with Josh Ha-
zlewood the best of the bowlers with 2-51. 

After toiling on a hot Sydney day, Australia
were rewarded with the wickets of KL Rahul,
Agarwal, Virat Kohli and Ajinkya Rahane, but
despite a five-pronged attack the key scalp of
Pujara remained elusive. The visitors lead the se-
ries 2-1 after winning the opening clash in Ade-
laide and the third one in Melbourne. Australia
claimed victory in Perth. If India, the world’s top-
ranked nation, win or draw in Sydney they will
clinch a first-ever series in Australia since they
began touring Down Under in 1947-48.

“We are very happy, although we would have
liked to be only three down. That said 300 for
four on the first day, choosing to bat, I think we
are in a great position,” said Agarwal, who paid
tribute to Pujara. “It’s great to watch him bat
from the other end, the way he grinds the
bowlers. He understands his strengths and he
sticks with that. He’s very tight with his defence
and just waits for the bad ball to come.”

Marnus Labuschagne, who in a surprise
throw of the dice was picked by Australia to be
their number three, said his team must learn from
Pujara. “He was very classy. I think it’s something
I personally can take a lot from. He has just bat-
ted a lot of time and that’s what we’re going to
need to do,” he said. Labuschagne added that

Australia were confident they could get early
breakthroughs on Friday and “hopefully get
them out for under 400”. Kohli again won the
toss and Australia got an early breakthrough
with Hazlewood tempting Rahul into a defensive
shot that took a outside edge and carried to
Shaun Marsh at slip, and he was gone for nine.
But that only brought the stoic Pujara to the
crease and like he has done all series, the 68-
Test veteran dug in and blunted the new ball. He
survived a review decision for caught behind on
12, but otherwise gave a masterclass.

In another innings of patience and concen-
tration, he slowly picked off runs to bring up his
18th Test century from 199 balls, with 13 bound-
aries. The methodical 30-year-old has been by
far the best batsman from either side across the
series and his ton followed a stellar 123 in Ade-
laide and 106 in Melbourne.

Agarwal shines 
Playing in only his second Test, the Banga-

lore-born Agarwal was also impressive. He was
targeted with bouncers and struck on the helmet
but held firm, reinforcing his credentials after a
solid debut in Melbourne. He worked hard to
make his second Test 50 in only three innings by
caressing a Mitchell Starc delivery through the
covers for four. But he began to open up with
the bat and after hitting Nathan Lyon for six to
bring up his highest Test score of 77, attempted
to do the same from the next delivery and was
caught by Starc at long-on.

Master batsman Kohli was welcomed by
boos from a section of the crowd and immedi-
ately silenced them with an exquisite four off Ha-

zlewood. But after a restrained 23 Hazlewood
snared him in the first over after tea, caught be-
hind by wicketkeeper Tim Paine. Vice-captain
Rahane looked good in making his way to 18, but
a Starc bouncer caught him off guard and Paine
collected another catch. 

For Paine, it was the sixth toss he had lost

in seven Tests and it could prove costly on a
Sydney Cricket Ground pitch expected to be
conducive to spin as it wears. When Australia
bat, they will have a new-look opening pair
with Usman Khawaja padding up with Marcus
Harris after the underperforming Aaron Finch
was axed.  — AFP 

Pujara century puts India 
in control of Sydney Test

India go in search of a crucial 2-1 lead in four-Test series

Guptill shows 
six appeal 
as New Zealand 
beat Sri Lanka
TAURANGA: Jimmy Neesham made a dream return to inter-
national cricket yesterday, crushing Sri Lanka with bat and ball
as New Zealand won the opening one-day international by 45
runs in Tauranga. Neesham, recalled after 18 months in the
wilderness as New Zealand look to trial all-rounder options be-
fore the World Cup, flayed the Sri Lankan bowling with an un-
beaten 47 off just 13 deliveries. He then took three for 38 to
share the spotlight with man-of-the-match Martin Guptill who
set the New Zealand innings alight with 138 off 139 deliveries.

On a placid wicket favoring the batsman and on a ground
with short boundaries, Kusal Perera also reached three figures
with 102 for Sri Lanka while Niroshan Dickwella added 76. But
in reply to New Zealand’s 371 for seven, Sri Lanka were all out
for 326 with six balls remaining. Free-scoring Sri Lankan open-
ers Dickwella and Danushka Gunathilaka had been on track to
chase down the target when they reached 119 off 17 overs.  But
when Neesham came into the attack he had Gunathilaka caught
behind for 43 and Dickwella bowled in the space of four deliv-

eries.  Kusal Mendis and Perera smacked 52 off 50 deliveries
until an Ish Sodhi googly removed Mendis for 18. Neesham re-
turned for his second spell to dismiss Dinesh Chandimal for 10,
before more success for spinner Sodhi who had Asela Gu-
naratne caught in the deep for 11. Trent Boult eventually dis-
missed the stubborn Perera as Sri Lanka’s last five wickets fell
for 53 runs. New Zealand had elected to bat first and after the
early loss of Colin Munro, Guptill and Kane Williamson put on
163 for the second wicket. — AFP

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand’s Martin Guptill (R) plays a shot
watched by Sri Lanka’s Niroshan Dickwella (L) during the first one-
day international cricket match between New Zealand and Sri
Lanka at Bay Oval. — AFP

SYDNEY: India’s Cheteshwar Pujara hits a boundary in front of Australia’s captain and wick-
etkeeper Tim Paine during the first day of the fourth and final cricket Test at the Sydney Cricket
Ground. — AFP 

‘Cricket in heaven’: 
Tendulkar honors 
boyhood coach
NEW DELHI: Indian cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar paid a
glowing tribute yesterday to Ramakant Achrekar, his childhood
coach and lifelong mentor who has died aged 87. Achrekar, a
club-level coach, discovered a 12-year-old Tendulkar’s extraor-
dinary talents in Mumbai and nurtured him on his way to becom-
ing cricket’s most prolific run-scorer of all time. Achrekar died at
his home in Mumbai on Wednesday.

“Cricket in heaven will be enriched by the presence of
Achrekar Sir. Like many of his students I learnt the ABCD of
cricket under Sir’s guidance,” Tendulkar said in a statement. “His
contribution to my life cannot be captured in words. He built the
foundation that I stand on. “Achrekar Sir taught us the virtues of
playing straight and living straight. Thank you for making us a part
of your life and enriching us with your coaching manual. Well
played Sir and may you coach many more,” the 45-year-old Ten-
dulkar added.

Tendulkar, who holds many batting records in his illustrious
career including 100 centuries in Test and ODIs, retired in 2013
after scoring more than 34,000 international runs. He attended
Achrekar’s funeral which was carried out according to Hindu tra-
ditions sday. Besides Tendulkar, the top coach also trained other
prominent Indian players including Vinod Kambli, Pravin Amre
and Balwinder Singh Sandhu. — AFP


