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Locations, locations, locations
Unless you have an encyclopedic knowledge of Bollywood

films, it may help to hire a guide, or at least a taxi and driver, to
explore the most prominent landmarks in the city that have dou-
bled up as movie locations. Start with the Gateway of India and
the iconic Taj Mahal Palace hotel - settings for many a Bollywood
dance routine - or head to the Colaba and Bora Bazaar markets
that featured prominently in Aamir Khan’s Talaash and Tom
Cruise’s Mission Impossible 4: Ghost Protocol respectively.

Film-makers have long been drawn to the scenic promenade
of Marine Drive, where parts of the motorcycle action thriller
Dhoom, 2003 comedy-drama Munnabhai MBBS, and coming-of-
age film Wake Up Sid were filmed. There’s something undeniably
cinematic about the crowds of young Mumbaikers gathering on
the edge of the urban sprawl to soak up the fresh breezes and
calming sunrises and sunsets. Come in the wee hours of morning,
when the city wakes up. Next, head on to Bandra, the swanky
northern suburb whose boutiques, bars and restaurants cater to
many movie stars and icons of the industry. Stroll around Band-
stand, Carter Road, Chapel Road, Pali-Hill and the Worli Sea Link
and you may spot a star or two in the flesh.

Alternatively, wander through the surrounding backroads and
narrow by-lanes, where you’ll stumble across larger-than-life mu-
rals depicting classic Bollywood movies, such as the 1960 histor-
ical drama masterpiece Mughal-E-Azam and superstars such as
Amitabh Bachchan, Rajesh Khanna, and Dadasaheb Phalke, the
father of Indian cinema.

Off-Beat Bollywood Locations
Not all movie locations are glamorous. A number of agencies

run trips to the vast slum area of Dharavi, where parts of Slumdog
Millionaire were shot. This doesn’t have to be an intrusive expe-
rience. however. On the best trips, guides from the community will
introduce you to local people and explain not just the area’s sig-
nificance to Bollywood, but also how its fame has helped residents
transform their lives. In the process, you’ll be providing work and
income for Dharavi residents.

Another interesting spot is the Mahalakshmi Dhobi Ghat,
where thousands of washermen make their daily living pummeling

the laundry of city residents in concrete washtubs in the open air.
Bollywood paid tribute to their energetic trade in the namesake
movie Dhobi Ghat. Any list of popular movie locations in Mumbai
would be incomplete without a mention of its beaches: Juhu, Gir-
gaum Chowpatty, and Aksa beaches. An untold number of films
have set their stars on the sand, with Juhu the beach of choice for
cast-of-hundreds song-and-dance numbers. See it in its prime in

the 1971 Rajesh Khanna and Amitabh Bachchan flick Anand.
There’s one more cinematic experience we shouldn’t overlook.

Film-makers periodically drop by Apollo Bunder and the cheap
backpacker guesthouses of Colaba when they need extras for
crowd scenes, offering a modest daily payment in exchange for a
fascinating glimpse at how Bollywood works from in front of the
camera. - (www.lonelyplanet.com) 

Numerous Bollywood dance
performances have been
filmed to a backdrop of the
iconic Taj Mahal Palace hotel

The Art Deco frontage of Mumbai’s historic Regal Cinema


