
Singer and pianist Daryl Dragon, best known as “The Cap-
tain” of 1970s soft rock duo Captain and Tennille, has died
at the age of 76, his publicist said on Wednesday. Dragon

died of kidney failure in Prescott, Arizona, on Wednesday, pub-
licist Harlan Boll said in a statement. Captain and Tennille were
best known for their Grammy-winning 1974 hit song “Love Will
Keep Us Together, as well as the hits “Muskrat Love” in 1976,
and “Do That to Me One More Time” in 1980. They also hosted
their own television variety series from 1976 to 1977.

Toni Tennille, who married Dragon in 1975, was with him
when he died. “He was a brilliant musician with many friends who
loved him greatly. I was at my most creative in my life, when I
was with him,” Tennille said in a statement. The couple divorced
in 2014 but remained friends. Tennille said in a 2010 blog post
that Dragon was suffering from an unspecified neurological con-
dition that gave him hand tremors, seriously affecting his ability
to play keyboards.

Dragon said in 2017 that his problems were a result of med-
ication and that he was better. Dragon was a classically trained
pianist but preferred to play blues and boogie music instead of
Bach and Beethoven. He played with Fats Domino and B.B. King
and was also a backup keyboard player for the Beach Boys in
the mid-1960s and early 1970s.

It was with the Beach Boys that Dragon got his stage name,
thanks to his habit of wearing a ship captain’s hat while perform-
ing. He met Tennille when they both toured for the Beach Boys,
and they began performing together. They signed a record deal
in 1974, releasing “Love Will Keep Us Together,” which held onto
the No. 1 spot on the charts for eight weeks in the summer of
1975. Captain and Tennille also toured England, Australia and
Japan.

In 1976, they sang at the White House during the bicentennial

celebrations of the American Revolution. Wednesday’s obituary
notice said that at Dragon’s request there would be no services,
and suggested donations to organizations conducting research
into neurological conditions. — Reuters
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In this file photo ‘Captain’ Daryl Dragon and his wife Toni Tennille of
the music duo The Captain and Tennille, pose at the Video Software
Dealers Association’s annual home video convention at the Bellagio
July 27, 2005 in Las Vegas, Nevada. — AFP 

A handout picture shows the Florence Uffizi Galleries director Eike
Schmidt posing past a copy of the ‘Vase of Flowers’ by Dutch painter
Jan van Huysum, stolen from the Wehrmacht’s Pitti Palace during
World War II, in Florence. — AFP

‘Aquaman’ stays 
afloat atop N American

box office

“Aquaman” displayed a powerful kick in North
American theaters over the weekend, taking in
an estimated $52.1 million to help close a record

year for the movie sector, final figures showed Wednesday.
With hunky and heavily tattooed Jason Momoa in the lead
role, the Warner Bros film has grossed nearly $750 million
globally. It earned $52.1 million in its second weekend. Dis-
ney’s “Mary Poppins Returns” gained altitude in its second
weekend, taking in $28.4 million for the Friday-through-
Sunday period. 

The follow-up to the 1964 movie stars Emily Blunt as
the stern but kind-hearted nanny, backed by the amiable
Lin-Manuel Miranda of “Hamilton” fame. In third was
Paramount’s “Bumblebee,” a prequel to the “Transformers”
movies, starring Hailee Steinfeld and John Cena, at $20.9
million. The Washington Post credits the film with rising
above earlier editions in the franchise to show “humor,
emotion and a surprising amount of heart.”

Fourth place went to Sony’s “Spider-Man: Into the
Spider-Verse,” at $18.8 million. The film has drawn rave re-
views-with a 97 score on the Rotten Tomatoes website-
and has netted a Golden Globe nomination as best
animated picture. In fifth was “The Mule” from Warner
Bros, at $12.2 million. Clint Eastwood directs and takes the
lead role-his last acting part, he has said-as a destitute 90-
year-old who turns to transporting cocaine for a drug car-
tel. Rounding out the weekend’s top 10 were:

“Vice” ($7.8 million)
“Holmes & Watson” ($7.4 million)
“Second Act” ($7.4 million)
“Ralph Breaks the Internet” ($6.7 million)
“Dr. Seuss’s The Grinch” ($4.1 million)
“Mary Queen of Scots” ($2.7 million)—AFP

In this file photo US actor Jason Momoa arrives for the
world premiere of ‘Aquaman’ at the TCL Chinese theatre in
Hollywood. — AFP

The Uffizi Gallery in Florence on Tuesday appealed to Berlin
for help in retrieving a stolen 18th century Dutch painting
from a German family. “An appeal to Germany for 2019: We

wish that the famous ‘Vase of Flowers’ by Dutch painter Jan van
Huysum that was stolen by Nazi soldiers be returned to the Uffizi
Gallery,” the museum’s German director Eike Schmidt said. Ac-
cording to Schmidt, the oil painting is “currently held by a German
family who, after all this time, has still not returned it to the mu-
seum despite many requests by the Italian state.”

Before it was stolen during World War II, the still-life, which
measures 47x35 cm (18x14 inches), was part of a collection owned
by another well-known Florence museum, the Palazzo Pitti. After
being shipped to Germany the work’s whereabouts remained un-
known until 1991, after Germany was reunified, Schmidt said. Van
Huysum was a well-known specialist of still-life paintings, and
until this one is returned, “the wounds of the Second World War
and Nazi terror will not be healed,” the museum director claimed.

Schmidt, who is also an art historian, urged Germany “to abol-
ish the statute of limitations for works stolen during the conflict
and ensure they can be returned to their rightful owners.”  In the
meantime, a black and white copy of “Flower Vase” was hung
Tuesday at the Uffizi Gallery, with the word “stolen” in English,
German and Italian on it. A brief explanation tells visitors that the
work was stolen by Nazi soldiers in 1944 and is now in a German
private collection. — AFP
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