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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump
met top Democratic lawmakers on Wednesday,
but they failed to hammer out an agreement that
would end a partial government shutdown over
his demand for billions of dollars to build a bor-
der wall with Mexico. One day before Democ-
rats take over the House of Representatives,
Trump showed no signs of backing away from
his insistence that Congress cough up $5.6 bil-
lion for his “beautiful” southern wall.

Trump met behind closed doors at the White
House with Nancy Pelosi, the Democrat who will
take over as speaker of the House yesterday, and
Chuck Schumer, the Senate minority leader, but
there were no indications any progress had been
made in resolving the impasse. “We asked the
president to support the bills that we support
that will open up government,” Schumer said. “I
asked him directly, I said ‘Mr. President give me
one good reason why you should continue your
shutdown.’

“He could not give a good answer,” Schumer
said. Republican Kevin McCarthy, who will be
minority leader in the next House, said Demo-
cratic and Republican leaders of Congress
would return to the White House on Friday for
more talks. “This doesn’t need to go on very
much longer,” McCarthy said. But Trump said he
was prepared to hold out “as long as it takes” to
secure the money he is seeking for the border
wall. “This is national security we’re talking

about,” he said at a cabinet meeting ahead of the
meeting with Pelosi, Schumer and top Republi-
cans. “It’s too important a subject to walk away
from. “I think the people of this country think I
am right,” Trump said, adding that it “could be a
long time” before the government reopens.
Trump’s meeting with Pelosi and Schumer was
his first since an acrimonious Oval Office meet-
ing with the pair on December 11.

Democrats say the border wall, one of
Trump’s key campaign promises, is a distraction
from more complicated immigration problems
and a tool for Trump to whip up support among
his conservative base. The standoff resulted in
hundreds of thousands of federal employees
being furloughed over the Christmas and New
Year holidays-and for the foreseeable future
until a deal is reached.

Romney hits out at Trump    
Amid the stalemate over the wall, Trump

shelved his annual Christmas vacation in Florida,
choosing to remain in Washington and fire off a
stream of angry-and often misleading-tweets.
“Much of the Wall has already been renovated
or built,” he asserted, along with the dubious
claim that Mexico would pay for the wall
through the new trade deal between the two
countries. White House spokeswoman Sarah
Sanders accused Democrats of refusing to com-
promise. “President Trump made a serious, good

faith offer to Democrats to open the government,
address the crisis at our border and protect all
Americans,” Sanders said. Pelosi is proposing a
plan that would fund most government agencies
through September 30 with the exception of the
Department of Homeland Security, which over-
sees border security and would only receive
funding through February 8. Sanders described
that approach as a “non-starter because it does
not fund our homeland security or keep Ameri-
can families safe from human trafficking, drugs
and crime.”

Republicans lost 40 seats and their majority
in the House in the November midterm elections
but they retained control of the Senate by a slim
margin. Sixty votes, however, are needed to ad-
vance legislation in the Senate, requiring Dem-
ocratic support. Democratic Senator Chris
Coons of Delaware welcomed the face-to-face
meeting between Trump and Democratic leaders
and told CNN he hoped it would lead to a end
to what he called a “senseless” shutdown.

Republican Mitch McConnell, the Senate
majority leader, has said he will only schedule
a vote on a deal that has the support of both
the House and Trump. Adding to the uncer-
tainty in Washington, an incoming senator, for-
mer Republican presidential candidate Mitt
Romney, lashed out at Trump on Tuesday in an
opinion piece in The Washington Post.
“Trump’s words and actions have caused dis-

may around the world,” wrote Romney, who
was elected to the Senate in November from
his home state of Utah.

“I do not intend to comment on every tweet
or fault,” Romney said. “But I will speak out
against significant statements or actions that are
divisive, racist, sexist, anti-immigrant, dishonest
or destructive to democratic institutions.” Trump
expressed surprise over the comments said he
hoped the Republican senator would prove to
be a “team player.” In an interview with CNN,
Romney said he would vote to provide funding
for a border wall. —AFP 

Trump warns US government 
shutdown could last a ‘long time’
Trump to hold out ‘as long as it takes’ to secure money 

WASHINGTON: In this file photo US President Don-
ald Trump talks to the press as leaves the White
House by the South lawn and boards Marine One
en route to Council Bluffs, Iowa, for a ‘Make Amer-
ica Great Again’ rally in Washington DC. — AFP

US, Colombia
aim to restore
Venezuela’s 
‘democratic 
heritage’
CARTAGENA: US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and Colombian President Ivan Duque
discussed Wednesday how to help restore
democratic rule to crisis-wracked Venezuela
and reject its “dictatorship.” Pompeo followed
up a trip to Brazil to meet with new far right
President Jair Bolsonaro with a visit to Colom-
bia for talks on the migrant exodus from
neighboring Venezuela, and its regime led by
President Nicolas Maduro.

“Our conversations today covered how we
can collaborate with regional and interna-
tional partners to help those fleeing and help
Venezuelans recover their democratic her-
itage,” Pompeo said from the Caribbean city
of Cartagena. He described Colombia as “a
natural leader on regional efforts to support
democracy and the rule of law in Venezuela,”
its neighbor.

Right-wing Duque, who succeeded Juan
Manuel Santos in August, said that “all the

countries that share the value of democracy
should unite to reject the Venezuelan dictator-
ship and do everything necessary to restore
democracy and constitutional order.” Pompeo
praised Colombia for its support of the one
million Venezuelans that have crossed the bor-
der and “fled the crisis caused by the Maduro
regime’s authoritarian misrule.”

According to the United Nations, 2.3 mil-
lion Venezuelans have escaped poverty and
economic meltdown since 2015 as those who
remain face shortages of basic necessities
such as food and medicine, as well as failing
public services, including water, electricity
and transport. —AFP

US clergy abuse 
survivors demand 
inclusion in 
Vatican reforms
CHICAGO: Patricia Gallagher Marchant was
first abused by a priest who befriended her fam-
ily when she was seven or eight years old.  More
than five decades later, the 61-year-old stood
Wednesday in front of a throng of news cameras
outside the downtown Chicago headquarters of
the Catholic archdiocese in this sprawling
American city, and demanded the church listen
to survivors. 

“They’ve counted on our silence,” Marchant
said. “The horror of what happened to each of
us needs to be out and spoken.” Marchant was
joined by leaders of two survivors’ advocacy
groups who sent an open letter to Pope Francis
asking to be a part of a historic gathering that
the Catholic leader called for in February at the
Vatican, to discuss the ongoing crisis roiling the
church.  At issue was the very credibility of the
pope’s conference, they claimed, and whether
survivors would have faith in its outcome.

“What we want is for this summit to be able
to be taken seriously and to result in real, mean-
ingful reform,” said Zach Hiner, executive direc-

tor of the Survivors Network of those Abused
by Priests (SNAP). 

A troubled history    
The demands came just as US bishops gath-

ered at a Chicago-area seminary for a prayer
summit in advance of the Vatican meeting.  The
US Conference of Catholic Bishops was tight-
lipped about the gathering, saying only that it
would consist of seven days of silent prayer and
reflection.  Two of the attendees were targeted
by the activists in downtown Chicago for their
key roles in the upcoming Vatican event: Cardi-
nal Blase Cupich, the leader of the Chicago
archdiocese, and US bishops leader Cardinal
Daniel DiNardo.

Both were blamed for alleged cover-ups of
clergy abuse under their watch.  “We’re asking
the pope to do something very simple: put indi-
viduals to lead your summit that have not cov-
ered up for child sex crimes,” said Peter Isely, a
self-identified survivor and spokesman for the
group Ending Clergy Abuse (ECA).  “Then, sur-
vivors and the rest of the world might have a
glimmer of hope.”

Survivors’ advocates have long accused
church officials of slow-walking abuse investi-
gations and failing to disclose all allegations.
Marchant said her abuser was allowed to remain
a priest for almost two decades after she first re-
ported him.  “The church has a history of mini-
mizing and denying the undeniable pain and
horror of being sexually abused by a priest,” said
Marchant, who is now a therapist helping other
clergy abuse survivors. —AFP

CARTAGENA: This handout picture shows
Colombian President Ivan Duque, right, and US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo shaking
hands before a meeting at the Illustrious
Guest House in Cartagena, Colombia. — AFP


