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One dead in Sydney stabbing
SYDNEY: A “beloved member” of the Church of Scientology died of a stab wound to
the neck and another man was injured yesterday after a knife attack at the organization’s
Asia-Pacific headquarters in Sydney. Police said the teenage suspect, now in custody,
was asked to leave the premises but instead brandished a knife and fatally stabbed the
24-year-old victim, believed to be Taiwanese.

The suspect “also caused some lacerations to an older gentleman” who was escorting
him from the sprawling facility in the leafy north of the city, said Chief Inspector Simon
Jones. Jones said the initial altercation between the men appeared to have been related
to a “domestic incident that occurred yesterday”, without elaborating. After the attack,
the unnamed 16-year-old was approached by police and asked to drop the knife, before
being arrested.

The victims were rushed to hospital where the 24-year-old man died after serious
bleeding. The older man is said to be in a stable condition with a minor injury and has
been released from hospital. The Church of Scientology lamented the “very unfortunate
matter” and in a statement to public broadcaster ABC said the deceased victim had been
a “beloved member of our Church”. The suspect remains in custody and is assisting with
enquiries, police said.

The incident occurred at what the organization describes as its Asia-Pacific spiritual
headquarters. The centre, dubbed the “Ideal Advanced Organization for Australasia”,
was opened in 2016 by David Miscavige, the leader of the Church of Scientology. It is
the group’s largest facility outside the United States. According to Scientology.org the
145,000-square-foot building features 60 spiritual “auditing” rooms. —AFP 

Far-right ‘street
patrol’ in German
town after 
migrant violence
BERLIN: A German far-right group has launched
a vigilante street patrol in a Bavarian town where
four Afghan and Iranian asylum seekers allegedly
attacked passers-by last weekend, local authori-
ties said yesterday. The mayor of Amberg, Michael
Cerny, said he was “shocked” after the extremist
NPD party posted photos online of four people
wearing red protective vests to create “safe
spaces”, including outside a refugee centre.

“I can understand the insecurity seen in some
of the reactions of some Ambergers, but the ha-
tred and the threats of violence from all over the
country go way too far,” Cerny told the local daily
Mittelbayerische Zeitung. Police said they were in-
vestigating the reports, which also said a group
calling itself “Kraut/pol” had accused town au-
thorities in an email of failing to protect the citi-

zens of Amberg. Local police had last Saturday
detained four men from Afghanistan and Iran,
aged 17 to 19, who had allegedly drunkenly at-
tacked passers-by at random.

Twelve people aged 16 to 42 were beaten and
suffered mostly minor injuries, and a 17-year-old
was treated for head wounds in hospital. The case
revived a simmering debate over immigration, in-
tegration and crime that has flared since the mass
influx of over one million asylum seekers since
2015. Interior Minister Horst Seehofer, who hails
from Bavaria and has been harshly critical of
Merkel’s liberal stance on immigration, quickly
chimed in and called for speedy expulsions of im-
migrants who break the law.

The newspaper said the suspects included an
Afghan man with an ongoing asylum request and
three rejected asylum seekers-an Iranian who has
no passport, an Afghan who is underage, and an-
other Afghan with an ongoing appeal against his
deportation order. A spokeswoman for Merkel on
Wednesday condemned the assaults in Amberg as
well as a xenophobic attack by a 50-year-old un-
employed German man who steered his car into
groups of immigrants on New Year’s Eve. One of
those attacks, in the city of Bottrop, left eight peo-
ple injured, including a four-year-old Afghan boy
and a 10-year-old Syrian girl. —AFP 

PARIS: President Emmanuel Macron’s head of
media relations said yesterday he would quit, a
sign that a grueling reform drive and a spate of
political scandal and street protests are starting
to wear down his inner circle a year and a half
into his mandate. Sylvain Fort, who shaped
Macron’s campaign messaging during his presi-
dential campaign and penned some of the young
leader’s most memorable speeches, will leave the
Elysee palace for “personal reasons”, govern-
ment ministers said. 

“After two years and
a half of relentless work
serving the candidate
and later our president, I
wish to pursue other
professional and per-
sonal projects, and above
all dedicate more time to
my family,” Fort told
French news agency AFP.
His resignation follows the departure of Macron’s
political adviser late last year to lead the ruling
party’s European parliament election campaign.
Rumors are swirling in French media of other
close advisers who may head out the door. 

Privately, aides say the pace of reforms,
Macron’s own hyperactivity, his frequent foreign
trips and a relentless news cycle are taking their
toll on even the most committed of his loyalists.
Fort, an opera buff and literature graduate from
the elite ENS school, preferred the more reclu-
sive role of chief speechwriter after Macron’s
election victory in May 2017. Macron persuaded
Fort to return to a front-line media relations role
last summer after the violent conduct of
Macron’s former bodyguard and the Elysee’s at-
tempted cover-up of the matter sent his popu-

larity into a nosedive and raised questions about
decision-making inside the president’s office.

Surrounded by a small coterie of close aides
dubbed the “Macron boys”, the 41-year-old
pushed through a series of reforms to liberalize
the economy and cut taxes in his first 15 months
in office. But popular perceptions of an arrogant
president whose monarchical style leaves him
detached from the daily realities of most French
people triggered street unrest in late 2018. The

so-called “yellow vest”
protests forced tax con-
cessions and cast doubt
over Macron’s ability to
see through his reform
agenda.

He wants to adopt
stricter rules for unem-
ployment benefits, merge
varying pension plans
into a single system, and

create a leaner public sector - all prickly subjects
that could give a new lease of life to the “yellow
vests”. In his New Year message, Macron, whose
popularity rating is at a record low, was unrepen-
tant as he promised to press on. “In recent years,
we’ve engaged in a blatant denial of reality,” he
said. “We can’t work less, earn more, cut taxes
and increase spending.” 

Drouet’s arrest
One of the leaders of the “yellow vest” anti-

government demonstrations was detained by
police in Paris late Wednesday for organizing an
unauthorized protest, signaling a harder line by
the authorities against the movement. Eric
Drouet-who already faces a trial for carrying a
weapon at a previous protest-was held while

heading for the Champs-Elysees, which has been
the scene of violent clashes over the last month.
“It’s called respecting the rule of law,” Economy
Minister Bruno Le Maire said on Thursday as he
defended the arrest which drew criticism from
some leftist opponents of the government.

“It’s normal that when you break the laws of
the republic, you face the consequences,” he
added. A few dozen demonstrators had gathered
outside a McDonald’s restaurant near France’s
famous Arc de Triomphe war monument and had
been waiting for Drouet to arrive early Wednes-
day evening. Drouet, a truck driver who appears

on television as a spokesman for the “yellow
vests”, had called for the demonstration in a
video posted on his Facebook page.

The “yellow vest” demonstrations-so-called
after the high-visibility jackets they wear-
began in rural France in November over fuel
taxes and ballooned into a wider revolt against
President Emmanuel Macron’s policies and
governing style. The protesters, who have re-
peatedly flouted laws that require them to de-
clare their demonstrations in advance, have
regularly clashed with police in Paris and other
big cities. —Agencies

BAGNOLET: In this file photo French President Emmanuel Macron’s communication advisor, Sylvain
Fort, walks in Bagnolet. — AFP
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