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Death toll jumps to 38 in Russian gas blast
MOSCOW: The number of dead from a New Year’s
Eve gas explosion in a Russian apartment block
jumped to 38 yesterday as rescuers recovered
more bodies from the rubble of the partially col-
lapsed building.

Russian news agencies quoted the emergencies
ministry as saying a 38th body had been recovered,
leaving only three people unaccounted for. Res-
cuers have been braving temperatures as low as
minus 27 degrees Celsius to search through man-
gled concrete and metal at the site in the Ural
mountains city of Magnitogorsk.

Six people including two children have been
rescued at the site, but no survivors have been
found since Tuesday when a 10-month-old boy was
retrieved in what officials described as a “New
Year’s miracle”. The explosion tore through the 10-
storey building in the industrial city nearly 1,700
kilometers east of Moscow in the early hours of
Monday.

The Soviet-era block was home to about 1,100
people and the explosion destroyed 35 apartments,
leaving dozens homeless. The emergencies ministry
said work was continuing at the site on Thursday,
with nearly 900 people involved in rescue and re-
covery efforts.  A bridge had been built to reach
higher areas and one of the building’s walls was
taken down as it was threatening to collapse on
rescue workers.

Financial help for victims 
Yesterday, residents of other parts of the build-

ing were to be allowed to enter their apartments,
in half-hour stretches, to recover some belongings,
the ministry said. All the survivors were in a stable
condition, said the office of Chelyabinsk regional
governor Boris Dubrovsky, who visited several of
them in hospital yesterday. The health ministry also

said that Vanya, the baby boy rescued on Tuesday,
was recovering in hospital. His condition was “sta-
ble, with some improvement”, Russian news agen-
cies quoted the ministry as saying.

The boy was found in his cradle after rescuers
heard him crying from under the rubble. He was
brought to his mother, who had survived the blast,
and then flown to Moscow for treatment.
Dubrovsky’s office said the governor had approved
new financial assistance to the victims, including
payments of one million rubles  to the families of
those killed and 400,000 rubles for those injured.

Families who lost their apartments would re-
ceive payments of up 500,000 rubles, as well as
being provided with new homes. Financial assis-
tance was also to be provided to help pay for fu-

nerals, the first six of which were to be held on Fri-
day, the governor’s office said. The explosion, which
officials have said was likely caused by a gas leak,
happened as most of the building’s residents were
asleep.  Witnesses described a “wave of fire” and
said the blast was strong enough to shatter win-
dows in nearby buildings.

Investigators have launched a probe, but have
said there is no reason to suspect foul play. Gas
explosions are relatively common in Russia, where
much of the infrastructure dates back to the So-
viet era and safety requirements are often ig-
nored.  Located in the mineral-rich southern Urals,
Magnitogorsk, with a population of more than
400,000, is home to one of Russia’s largest steel
producers.—AFP 

NEW DELHI: A boat packed with picnickers
capsized in a river in eastern India, killing 10
revelers including eight children, officials said
yesterday. The mechanized fishing boat top-
pled on Wednesday while it was anchored
near Hukitola, an island in the Mahanadi river
popular with tourists, after some of the occu-
pants tried to disembark at the same time. “So
far nine bodies have been recovered while the
body of a six-year-old girl is yet to be re-
trieved,” said Dasarathi Satpathy, the magis-
trate of Kendrapara district in Odisha state.

Rescuers managed to save 45 other pas-
sengers, Satpathy told AFP.  The Hindu news-
paper said the boat was meant to carry a
maximum of 20 people but was packed with
some 55 passengers, most of them women
and children. State Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik announced compensation of 400,000
rupees each to the families of the deceased
and free medical treatment for the injured.

Boat accidents are common in India, with
most of them blamed on overcrowding and
poor maintenance. Last May, some 19 people
were killed when a boat capsized in Godavari
river in Andhra Pradesh state. —AFP 
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MOSCOW: This handout photograph shows rescuers taking part in a search operation three days
after a gas explosion rocked a residential building in Russia’s Urals city of Magnitogorsk.—AFP 


