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AMONA: Israeli far-right activists clashed with po-
lice yesterday as authorities moved in to clear away
two mobile homes illegally set up in the occupied
West Bank. Some 300 protesters threw metal bars,
stones and oil at Israeli police, while officers re-
sponded with tear gas as the operation began
around 5:00 am at the former wildcat settlement of
Amona, police said.

The windswept site-on a hilltop near Ramallah-
was cleared of protesters by around 9:00 am and
workers with large flatbed trucks were preparing to
take away the two mobile homes put there in recent
weeks. Settlers packed furniture and supplies into a
van and drove away, while mattresses, a refrigerator,
chairs and other items remained scattered in the
area. Police said 23 officers were lightly wounded,
while seven arrests had been made.

Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said they
were enforcing a court order declaring the struc-
tures there illegal. After the confrontation, groups
of young far-right activists, some with their faces

covered, could be seen gathered in the nearby Is-
raeli settlement of Ofra. “When the policemen ar-
rived, they tried to break in (to the mobile homes)
but failed, so they started firing tear gas inside,” said
Oren Amitai.

“People were coughing and coughing non-stop,”
said the 43-year-old, who used to be a resident of
the Amona wildcat settlement. The clash comes
nearly two years after Amona was demolished by Is-
raeli authorities following a supreme court ruling
that found it to be built illegally on private Palestin-
ian land. The demolition at the site where around 40
families lived was highly controversial among Is-
raelis and similarly led to clashes.

Israel later began work on the first new govern-
ment-sanctioned Jewish settlement since 1991 —
called Amichai-as a new home for those who had
lived in Amona. Far-right activists advocate Israel
annexing much of the West Bank and oppose a
Palestinian state. Key members of Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s coalition also oppose a
Palestinian state.

Settlements are seen as illegal under international
law and a major stumbling block to peace as they
are built on land the Palestinians want as part of
their future state. Settlement construction however
also plays an important role in Israeli right-wing
politics and Netanyahu frequently expresses his
support for settlers. Israeli general elections are
scheduled for April 9.—AFP 
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Prosecutor seeks death sentences 
as Khashoggi murder trial opens

UN calls for independent investigation into death 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s attorney general sought
the death penalty for five of 11 defendants
charged with the murder of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi as their high-profile trial opened in
Riyadh yesterday. All 11 accused were present
with their lawyers at the opening hearing in the
capital, according to a statement by the attorney
general carried by the official Saudi Press
Agency.

The attorney general said Saudi Arabia had
twice submitted formal requests for evidence
from Turkey-where Khashoggi was murdered
inside the kingdom’s Istanbul consulate-but had
received no response. The names of the defen-
dants have not been officially released. Five top
officials in Saudi Arabia-including royal court in-
sider Saud al-Qahtani-were sacked over the
Khashoggi murder, but there is no proof that
they are among those charged.

Khashoggi, a contributor to the Washington
Post, was murdered on October 2 in what Riyadh
called a “rogue” operation. The 59-year-old
Saudi insider-turned-critic was strangled and his
body cut into pieces by a team of 15 Saudis sent
to Istanbul for the killing, according to Turkish
officials. There have been reports that his re-
mains, which have never been found, were dis-
solved in acid.

Calls for ‘credible’ probe
The defense team yesterday requested a

copy of the indictment sheet and a timeframe

within which to review the charges. The prose-
cutor agreed to both requests, SPA said. No date
has been set for the next hearing. The Khashoggi
murder shocked the world at a time when Saudi
Arabia and its de facto leader, Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, were pushing an ag-
gressive public relations campaign to rebrand
the ultraconservative monarchy as a modern
state.  Among Prince Mohammed’s strongest al-
lies is US President Donald Trump, who now
faces increased pressure to approve measures
against Saudi Arabia. The US has sanctioned 17
Saudi citizens in connection with the Khashoggi
murder. France and Canada have also sanctioned
Saudi Arabian nationals.  The US Central Intelli-
gence Agency has reportedly concluded that
Prince Mohammed very likely ordered
Khashoggi’s murder. 

A bipartisan resolution approved by the US
Senate last month also holds the crown prince
responsible for the killing.  But in November the
Saudi attorney general ruled out any involve-
ment by the young crown prince, whose re-
formist credentials abroad have been seriously
tarnished by the murder. The Khashoggi affair
has also given Turkey-allied with Saudi rivals
Qatar and Iran-unusual leverage in regional
power plays. Ankara has sought the extradition
of the suspects in Saudi custody to stand trial in
Turkey but its requests have been repeatedly re-
buffed by Riyadh.

Rights groups and the United Nations have

called for an independent investigation into
Khashoggi’s death, with UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres last month calling for a “cred-
ible” probe.  “Given the possible involvement of
Saudi authorities in Khashoggi’s murder and the
lack of independence of Saudi Arabia’s criminal

justice system, the impartiality of any investiga-
tion and trial would be in question,” Samah
Hadid, a Middle East director at Amnesty Inter-
national, said yesterday. “This is why a UN-led
and independent investigation is needed into the
murder of Khashoggi.”—AFP 

NEW DELHI: India rejected US
President Donald Trump’s comments
mocking Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for funding a library in
Afghanistan, saying yesterday that
New Delhi has provided $3 billion in
development assistance to the war-
torn country. The US president on
Wednesday took a swipe at what he
claimed were Modi’s frequent com-
ments on building the library: “You
know what that is? That’s like five
hours of what we spend. “And we’re
supposed to say, ‘Oh, thank you for
the library.’ I don’t know who’s using
it in Afghanistan,” Trump said.

A statement provided by govern-
ment sources in New Delhi said
“India plays a significant role as a de-
velopment partner,” in Afghanistan,
with projects aimed at achieving “a
tangible improvement in the lives of
its people”. As the “largest donor in
the region”, New Delhi has helped
with infrastructure projects, humani-
tarian assistance and economic de-

velopment, the statement said. High-
lights include a 218-kilometre road, a
dam providing irrigation to farmers
and training programs for more than
3,500 Afghans in India.

New Delhi has also provided 1.1
million tons of wheat to Afghanistan
as well as a 400-bed children’s hos-
pital built in 1972 and renovated after
the fall of the Taliban in 2002. Ram
Madhav, general secretary of Modi’s
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
said on Twitter that India was “build-
ing lives” in Afghanistan.

“Trump should know that while
he is decrying every other help in
(Afghanistan), India has been build-
ing not only libraries, but roads,
dams, schools and even parliament
building”, he said. Ahmed Patel, a
lawmaker and a senior member of
the opposition Congress party,
tweeted that the “tenor and tone” of
the US leader’s remarks was “not in
good taste & is completely unac-
ceptable”.—AFP 
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MANAMA: In this file photo Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi attends a press conference in
the Bahraini capital Manama. —AFP


