
KUWAIT: Kuwait Football Association has
“welcomed” co-hosting some matches of the
2022 World Cup, due to be hosted by Qatar.
The association’s deputy chairman Ahmad Al-
Enezi said in a statement yesterday that the as-
sociation will respond positively if the
Federation Internationale de Football Associa-
tion (FIFA) or the Qatar Football Association
officially make such a request.

However, Enezi affirmed that the co-host-
ing of some of the matches by GCC countries
other than Qatar has remained a proposal by
FIFA till now. This will turn into a strong pos-
sibility if number of the participating teams
rises to 48 instead of 32, he indicated. The
Kuwaiti association will support its Qatari
counterpart to ensure success of the World

Cup, he pledged, noting that Gulf and Arab
states should help Qatar in accomplishing
this task.

Chairman of the Kuwaiti Football Associ-
ation Sheikh Ahmad Al-Yousef Al-Sabah will
meet FIFA Chairman Gianni Infantino to dis-
cuss this matter. The meeting will take place
on sidelines of the inaugural match of the
Asia Cup due to be hosted by the UAE from
Jan 5 to Feb 1. 

Last month, Infantino said a majority of
national football federations were in favor of
expanding the tournament and a decision was
expected ahead of the qualifying draw in
March. Infantino, speaking at a sports con-
ference on Wednesday, also said FIFA was
seeing whether it would be possible for some

of Qatar’s Gulf neighbors to host some of the
matches. He said last month that it would be
“difficult” to stage an expanded tournament
in Qatar alone.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Egypt launched a diplomatic and
trade boycott of Qatar in June 2017 that has
complicated the prospect of sharing the tour-
nament. The countries accuse Qatar of sup-
porting terrorism, which it denies. FIFA voted
in 2017 to increase the size of the tournament
from 32 to 48 teams starting from 2026 but,
since then, Infantino has been mulling the pos-
sibility of bringing the change forward to 2022.

“If you think it’s a good thing to have 48
teams in the World Cup, why not try four years
before, that’s why we are analyzing whether it’s

possible to have 48 teams already in 2022,” In-
fantino said on Wednesday. “The World Cup
will take place in Qatar with 32 teams. Obvi-
ously, if we can increase it to 48 teams and
make the world happy we should try it.”

Qatar said it would not take a final deci-
sion on the tournament expansion until it has
seen details of a feasibility study from FIFA.
The study is expected to discuss aspects of
scheduling, the number of required venues,
training sites, and how many games per day
would be played under an expanded format.
Qatar, a tiny but wealthy Arab nation, has
moved ahead with ambitious plan to scale up
infrastructure ahead of the 2022 tournament
that includes $6-8 billion on eight stadiums
and sporting facilities. —Agencies 

News in brief

Amir congratulates Brazil president 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah congratulated in a
cable yesterday Brazil’s Jair Bolsonaro on
taking the oath of office and becoming pres-
ident of his country. In the cable, the Amir
wished the newly installed Brazilian leader
wellness and more developed relations be-
tween Kuwait and Brazil. HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent
similar cables. — KUNA 

Ports shut over unstable weather 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Ports Authority (KPA) an-
nounced yesterday the suspension of naviga-
tion at the three main ports of Shuwaikh,
Shuaiba and Doha due to unstable weather
conditions. KPA said in a statement to KUNA
that entry and exit operations of ships were
halted at 8:00 am due to strong winds and
rough seas. Kuwait is facing unstable
weather conditions involving winds exceed-
ing 60 km per hour and low visibility to
below 1,000 meters. — KUNA  

Iraq seeks closer ties with neighbors 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Al-Hakim reaffirmed Wednesday his
country’s commitment to building neighborly
ties with the Arabian Gulf states. Speaking to
reporters, he said closer ties with Iraq’s neigh-
bors, particularly Arabian Gulf states, could
serve as a cornerstone in solving regional
problems. On the Iraq reconstruction summit
hosted by Kuwait last February, Hakim said his
ministry will lead an Iraqi interagency com-
mittee to oversee the implementation of the
outcomes of the conference and reach out to
investors from around the globe. — KUNA 
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The dinosaur exhibit is seen at the Natural History Museum at Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural Center. — KUNA  
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Cold, chances of  dust,
light rain at weekend 
KUWAIT: In the coming days, the weather is expected to be relatively cold
with chances of dust and scattered rain, the Kuwait Meteorological Center
said yesterday. Abdulaziz Al-Qarrawi, an official at the center, told KUNA
that earlier yesterday, Kuwait witnessed cloudy weather because of increas-
ing wind activity. Clouds will decrease with a chance of dust and scattered
light rain, as the wind will shift coming from the northwest at speeds of 25
to 60 kilometers per hour (km/h). The temperature was 22 to 25 degrees
Celsius while the state of the sea saw waves reaching a height of three to
seven feet.

Yesterday evening was cold as northwesterly wind decreased in speed

to about 15 to 40 km/h while temperature dropped to 10 to 12 degrees Cel-
sius, said the meteorologist, adding that the status of the sea waves were
light to moderate at two to five feet in height. Today’s weather will witness
light to moderate northwestern winds at 15 to 35 km/h during the day, while
in the evening, they will be between three to 30 km/h. The temperature today
will be 17 to 19 degrees Celsius during the day and seven to 10 degrees Cel-
sius during the evening, said Qarrawi, who noted that the sea in the morning
will have light to moderate waves at two to four feet. The same light to mod-
erate waves will continue in the evening at one to four feet in height.

He indicated that the temperature tomorrow morning will be 18 to 20 de-
grees Celsius and in the evening, it will be between 12 to 15 degrees Celsius.
Tomorrow will see wind shifting from the northwest to the southeast during
the day as clouds increase, with speeds reaching six to 28 km/h. In the evening,
the speed will increase to reach between 15 and 40 km/h. The sea tomorrow
will see light waves at a height of one to two feet, while the evening will see
light to moderate waves at an increasing height of three to six feet. — KUNA  
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