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The Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (ISESCO) declared 2019 as the year
of heritage in the Islamic world, as per a decision

of the tenth Islamic conference of cultural ministers. I
believe this is a good resolution and it’s about time to
consider the need to preserve heritage. There is no
doubt that the Islamic world has an ancient culture that
needs mutual efforts to ensure that terrorist and extrem-
ist groups will not lay a hand on our history without
punishment and condemnation. This common approval
by the gathering means that we will not allow anyone
under any pretext to destroy our history. 

ISESCO called on all its members to take the neces-
sary measures to commemorate this important event. In
a press statement, the organization prized the history of
the Islamic world and its rich and diverse cultural her-
itage due to its interaction with many human cultures
and through the creative works of intellectuals, scien-
tists, writers, poets, artists, architects and traditional
craftsmen.

I think a significant remark in the report clearly point-

ed out that we must support the heritage committee in
the Islamic world to help its efforts to preserve cultural
heritage while paying more attention to cultural and her-
itage plans and programs in order to ensure its diversity
and the richness of its aesthetic and civilizational char-
acteristics.

The official statement condemned the sabotage of
historical and heritage landmarks in a number of Islamic
countries due to terrorism, conflicts, civil wars and
extremism. It also called for resolving this situation by
following the guidelines of the Manama Process to acti-
vate Islamic cultural work to confront extremism, sectar-
ianism and terrorism that was issued by the Islamic con-
ference of ministers of culture in November.

ISESCO urged its members to organize cultural
weeks starting with Jerusalem to celebrate Jerusalem as
the Capital of Islamic Culture for 2019 in the Arab
region. I don’t know how this will be implemented, but I
think with mutual cooperation with other UN agencies,
this can be possible and successful - but only if no one
uses such events for purely political reasons.

I believe such calls, or any other effort related to cul-
ture, heritage and history, should not aim to make politi-
cal gains for any group. Heritage is the legacy that
nations leave behind for generations. It’s about time that
the Arab world agrees that its long silence allowed many
hands to ruin our heritage and this will no longer be
allowed - even with a small step in 2019.

The year of heritage

This common approval
by the gathering

means that we will not
allow anyone under

any pretext to destroy
our history. 

The opening of the Indo-European Telegraph
Company’s office in Kuwait on December 4, 1916
allowed Kuwaitis back then to directly contact

countries in the region as well as India and Great Britain.
The opening of the office allowed the rulers of Kuwait to
communicate with the Ottoman Empire and also helped in
commerce and hajj correspondences.

In his book “The Letter of Kuwait” published in
January 2017, author and researcher Khaled
Abdulmughni said prior to the opening of the office,
Kuwaitis used to travel to Al-Faw in southern Iraq to send
their telegraphs. At the Ottoman archives, telegraphs sent
by the then Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah to
the Ottoman authorities are still preserved, said the
researcher, adding that there were also correspondences
from businessmen and traders in Kuwait.

Another process to send telegraphs prior to the open-
ing of the office was through vessels belonging to the
Indo-European Telegraph Company that used to dock at
Kuwaiti seaports in 1901. People would submit letters to

the ships, which would then transport them to the compa-
ny’s telegraph office in Al-Faw.

In 1911, the company’s Indian bureau sped up the
process of completing infrastructure in Kuwait, Bahrain,
Dubai, Boushehr and other areas, allowing for the
opening of an office in Kuwait and elsewhere. Shuwaikh
was initially chosen as the headquarters for the office,
said Abdulmughni, who indicated that the company
then decided to include the office as part of the post
office in Safat.

In December 1916, the office was opened in the era
of Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak and it served as a
quick and efficient way for Kuwaitis to communicate
with the world, bringing prosperity and development to
the country. —  KUNA 

Telegraph: Communication device 
used by Kuwaitis a century ago

Subscription to the telegraph service dated Sept 5, 1919 and
valued at 10 rupees. — KUNA photos

A telegraph sent by Mohammed Salem Al-Sadairawi in
Bombay to Haj Hamad Al-Khaled in Kuwait.

London Times newspaper ad on prices of telegraphs to Kuwait
in February 1917

Letter from Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah to Major
Hamilton, the Political Agent in Kuwait, in 1916. 


