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Trump keen on
meeting with Kim
Jong Un again 
WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump is looking
forward to another summit with Kim Jong Un, he said
Tuesday, after the North Korean leader warned
Pyongyang could change its approach to nuclear talks
if Washington persists with sanctions. “I also look for-
ward to meeting with Chairman Kim who realizes so
well that North Korea possesses great economic
potential!” Trump said in a brief tweet.

The two leaders made global headlines with an
unprecedented summit in Singapore in June, where
they signed a vaguely-worded pledge on denu-
clearization of the Korean peninsula. But progress has
since stalled with the two sides disagreeing over what
the declaration means, and the pace of US-North
Korean negotiations has slowed, with meetings and
visits cancelled at short notice.

The North is demanding relief from the multiple
sanctions imposed on it over its banned nuclear
weapons and ballistic missile programs, and has con-
demned US insistence on its nuclear disarmament as
“gangster-like.” Speculation of a second Trump-Kim
summit has ebbed and flowed, with the US president
saying that he hoped it would take place early this
year. But a proposed visit by Kim to Seoul before the
end of December did not materialize.

‘Practical actions’ 
Culminating in late 2017, the North has carried out

six atomic blasts and launched rockets capable of
reaching the entire US mainland, but has now carried
out no such tests for more than a year. In his New Year
speech Kim called for the sanctions to be eased, saying

that the North had declared “we would neither make
and test nuclear weapons any longer nor use and pro-
liferate them,” and urged the US to take “correspond-
ing practical actions.” 

If Washington instead continues with the measures,
he added, “we may be compelled to find a new way for
defending the sovereignty of the country and the
supreme interests of the state.” He was willing to meet
Trump at any time, he said. Kim’s remarks were
“apparently designed to revive the momentum of the
negotiations,” South Korea’s centrist Hankook Ilbo
newspaper said in an editorial yesterday. But he was
also “signaling that he would never be pushed around”,
it added.

Joshua Pollack of the Middlebury Institute of
International Studies tweeted that Kim was insisting
“the onus is now on the US to deliver”. “The bottom
line: Kim remains dug into the same positions on
nuclear diplomacy he has occupied over the last six
months,” he added.

Kim delivered his speech sitting in a leather arm-
chair in a book-lined office with a patterned blue car-
pet, presented as being at the headquarters of the rul-
ing Workers’ Party of Korea. Large paintings of Kim’s
predecessors, his father Kim Jong Il and grandfather
Kim Il Sung, looked on and a white phone lay on the
side table next to Kim’s chair. It was a marked depar-
ture from previous New Year speeches — always a
key moment in the North Korean political calendar —
which Kim has usually delivered much more formally,
standing at a podium.

One thing that was different from past speeches by
the North Korean leader was that it was “a relaxed,
indoor setting, with him sitting in a comfortable chair
rather than standing and speaking in a huge square,”
the Korea Times said. “It seems North Korea was once
again trying to establish a new identity as a normal
country on the global stage and distance itself from the
image of the impoverished authoritarian state that the
rest of the world associates it with.”

Southern comfort 
Kim dedicated most of his 30-minute speech to calls

to shore up the nation’s moribund economy and curb
chronic power shortage — a goal impossible to achieve
without lifting of the sanctions. South Korea — a key
US ally in Asia and the North’s capitalist neighbor —
praised Kim’s speech, calling it a reaffirmation of
Pyongyang’s commitment to denuclearisation. 

Seoul and Washington have at times pursued divergent
approaches to the Pyongyang, with the South pushing
cross-border co-operation projects, including connecting
railways and roads across the heavily-fortified border and
upgrading the North’s tattered infrastructure. But such
plans also require some of the sanctions to be lifted. The
South’s dovish President Moon Jae-in, who played a role
of peace broker between the two mercurial leaders, met
Kim three times last year — twice at the border truce vil-
lage of Panmunjom and once in Pyongyang.  Kim sent
Moon a message on Sunday, vowing to meet him “fre-
quently” to discuss denuclearisation.  —AFP

India’s flashpoint 
temple: Background 
on the verdict 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Two women in their 40s
defied traditionalists yesterday to enter the Sabarimala
temple, one of Hinduism’s holiest sites, sparking violent
clashes in southern India. It was the first time that women
aged between 10 and 50 entered the site in the southern
state of Kerala since India’s Supreme Court overturned a
ban in September. Here follows some background on the
temple and the landmark verdict.

Gold-plated 
The gold-plated Sabarimala Sree Dharma Sastha

Temple complex sits atop a 3,000-foot hill in a forested
tiger reserve. It contains a shrine to Lord Ayyappa,
believed to have been the Earth-born son of two of
Hinduism’s three main gods, Vishnu (in his female avatar)
and Shiva. Legend has it that Ayyappa was found aban-
doned as a baby. A king of the Pandalam dynasty, which is
still active in temple operations, found and raised him. At
12 Ayyappa revealed his divinity when he emerged from
the forest riding a tigress. The boy fired an arrow which
landed at the site where the temple now stands.

No sex or shaving 
Those wishing to visit undergo a 41-day period of

introspection and detachment known as vratha abstaining
from sex, meat, intoxicants and even shaving. After this
period many devotees, wearing ritual bead necklaces,
walk barefoot for dozens of kilometers including, and
especially, the final steep climb. Only those who have
observed the vratha and carry the irrumude, a symbolic
offering, can enter the main courtyard up 18 divine golden
steps. The sacred offerings, tied in a cloth usually carried
on the head or shoulders, include coconuts, rose water,
rice and pepper.

Marriage proposal 
Legend says that the goddess Malikapurathamma asked

Ayyappa to marry her. He said he would only do so if first-
time devotees decide not to visit him — which has never
happened. Worshippers celebrate a festival each year when
a procession of the goddess is taken to a spot close to the
temple three times — and she is forced to wait. The reason
for Ayyappa’s refusal is because of his celibacy — one of
the arguments against allowing women of menstruating age
to enter. The ban lifted by the Supreme Court also rested
on the belief — not exclusive to Hinduism — that menstru-
ating women are impure. Women can however access most
other Hindu temples in India. Their entry at Sabarimala was
taboo for generations and formalized by the Kerala High
Court in 1991.

Legal wrangling
The Supreme Court order is opposed by supporters of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). It was one of a string of recent decisions
to have eaten away at some of India’s traditions, including
outlawing bans on gay sex and adultery last year. The BJP is
not in power in Kerala. Instead the state is run by a coalition
of left-wing parties which have said they will enforce the
court ruling. But efforts by women to enter the temple in
recent months have been angrily rebuffed by Hindu devo-
tees, with police having to step in to escort the women away
to safety. In October, devotees clashed with police who
arrested more than 2,000 people. On Tuesday, tens of thou-
sands of women formed a human chain across Kerala to
back the demand for access to the temple.  —AFP

British teacher who 
arrived in Pakistan 
with the Raj dies 
ISLAMABAD: A former British officer who arrived in
Pakistan with the Raj and stayed to become one of its
most famous educators, with students including Prime
Minister Imran Khan, has died in Lahore aged 101, offi-
cials said yesterday. Major Geoffrey Douglas Langlands
was posted to the Indian army during World War II. After
independence in 1947 he volunteered to stay on a while
longer to help train the new Pakistani military. But his
brief posting turned into more than seven decades in
Pakistan, during which he left the army to become one of
the country’s most revered teachers. 

He was briefly kidnapped in the tribal areas, spent
decades building a school in the mountainous northwest,
and for years taught future Pakistani presidents and prime
ministers including Khan at the prestigious Aitchison
College — known as the Eton of Pakistan — in Lahore.
Profiled repeatedly in the British press, which document-
ed among other things his daily breakfast of porridge, a
poached egg and two cups of Lipton’s tea, he finally
retired in northwestern Chitral in 2012 at the age of 94.  

“Aitchison College mourns the passing of Major
Geoffrey Douglas Langlands, who left us quietly yester-
day after a brief illness,” the institution announced on its
official website. “Born on October 21, 1917 and affection-
ately known to all as ‘The Major’, we acknowledge the
life of a soldier, teacher, gentleman, story-teller, moun-
taineer and humanitarian whose life was devoted in serv-
ice to others and especially his adopted country
Pakistan,” the college said.

Langlands, who in his lifetime was awarded two of
Pakistan’s highest civilian awards, told Britain’s Telegraph
newspaper in 2012 of his experience being kidnapped
while working as the principal of a cadet college in the
Waziristan tribal district near the Afghan border. He said
the militants made him walk for hours through the moun-
tains in winter to their village. “The military could not
assault the village because we would have been killed, so
they got a party of elders to approach the kidnappers.
They said, ‘Look, you can’t kidnap the principal.’ So they
agreed to release me,” he said. —AFP

TOKYO: Japan’s Emperor Akihito delivered his final
New Year’s address yesterday before his abdication
later this year, telling a record turnout of well-wishers
that he was praying for peace. The Imperial Palace
provisionally said some 154,800 people had flocked to
the royal residence for a final chance to see the 85-
year-old royal deliver his traditional annual greeting.

It was the largest number of visitors to the palace for
his New Year speech since he ascended to the throne in
1989. The emperor appeared seven times at the balcony
— up from five originally scheduled — as he “strongly”
wanted more people to attend after seeing the vast
number of well-wishers still gathered outside the palace
in the afternoon, a palace spokesman said. He will
become the first Japanese monarch to abdicate in
around two centuries when he steps down from the
throne on April 30, ending his three-decade reign.

“Happy New Year. I’m sincerely glad to celebrate
the new year together with you under the clear sky,”
he told the crowd, many waving Japanese flags and
shouting “Banzai”, meaning “long live”. “I hope this
year will be a good year for as many people as possi-
ble,” the soft-spoken Akihito said in a dark suit,
flanked by Empress Michiko and other family mem-
bers. “I pray for the peace and happiness of the peo-
ple of our country and the world,” he added.

Some in the morning crowd yelled “Thank you very
much” as the emperor waved, while others sang the
national anthem. One woman in the front row shed
tears as she looked up at the balcony. “I came here
with my mother to imprint his last appearance as
emperor in our memories,” said Yume Nishimura, a
university student, as she waited in a long queue to
enter the palace. “I want to tell him we appreciate his

hard work for the country,” she told AFP. Kazuo
Iwasaki, a 68-year-old pensioner, said: “I hope he will
be able to spend his post-retirement years in a healthy
and relaxing manner with Empress Michiko.”

Pacifist views
Akihito shocked the country in 2016 when he sig-

naled his desire to take a back seat, citing his age and
health problems. His eldest son, Crown Prince
Naruhito, is set to take the Chrysanthemum Throne a
day after his father’s abdication, continuing the rule of
the world’s oldest imperial family. The status of the
emperor is sensitive in Japan given its 20th-century
history of war waged in the name of Akihito’s father
Hirohito, who died in 1989.

Akihito has keenly embraced the more modern role
as a symbol of the state — imposed after World War
II ended. Previous emperors including his father had
been treated as semi-divine. The palace, surrounded
by stone walls and mossy moats, is opened to the
public twice a year — on the emperor’s birthday and
the second day of New Year — for the royal family to
greet well-wishers. In a rare emotional address to
mark his 85th birthday last month, Akihito pointed to
the “countless lives” lost in the war.

“It gives me deep comfort that the Heisei Era (his
reign) is coming to an end, free of war in Japan,” he
said in a press statement. Akihito has used his speech-
es and travels to express his strong pacifist views,
which are sharply at odds with the aggressive expan-
sionism Japan pursued under his father’s rule. The
emperor has also worked to bring the royal household
closer to the people and frequently visited the disad-
vantaged and families hit by natural disasters. —AFP

154,800 people had flocked to the royal residence

Tears as Japan emperor gives last 
New Year speech to record crowd

TOKYO: Japan’s Emperor Akihito (4th L), Empress Michiko (5th L) and members of the royal family
extend New Year’s greetings to well-wishers at the Imperial Palace. —AFP

SINGAPORE: In this file photo taken on June 12, 2018 US President
Donald Trump (R) gestures as he meets with North Korea’s leader
Kim Jong Un (L) at the start of their historic US-North Korea sum-
mit, at the Capella Hotel on Sentosa island. —AFP

SABARIMALA: In this file photo taken on October 18, 2018 Indian Hindu devotees are pictured at the Lord
Ayyappa temple at Sabarimala in the southern state of Kerala. —AFP

Bangladesh arrests 
journalist over his 
election reporting
DHAKA: A Bangladeshi journalist was arrested and anoth-
er was on the run yesterday for publishing “false informa-
tion” about voting irregularities in an election won by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, police said. Hedayet Hossain
Mollah, who works for the Dhaka Tribune newspaper, was
detained late Tuesday under a controversial digital security
law which rights groups say gives authorities broad powers
to stifle dissent. 

Mollah was arrested in the southern Khulna region
after he reported that in one constituency 22,419 more
ballots than the number of registered voters were cast,
local police chief Mahbubur Rahman said. “The actual
votes cast were only 80 percent of the total votes,”
Rahman told AFP, adding that Mollah was accused of
“providing false information in an effort to make the elec-
tion look questionable”.

If convicted Mollah could face up to 14 years in jail
under a draconian anti-press law that was toughed by
Hasina last year. The police chief said another journalist was
wanted for questioning after a local government adminis-
trator filed a case against the two under the controversial
law. Hasina, 71, is accused of creeping authoritarianism,
including muzzling the media and jailing prominent journal-
ists such as Shahidul Alam, an award winning photographer,
who spent four months in prison recently. —AFP


