
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Minister of Public Works and
Minister of State for Housing Affairs Dr Janan Bushehri
announced yesterday that the Cabinet has agreed to
reduce the symbolic value of Al-Mutlaa city’s residen-
tial lots from KD 5,000 to KD 3,000 (from $17,000 to
$10,00). The move comes upon the directives of His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. In a press statement after the
weekly cabinet meeting, Bushehri said that at the
behest of His Highness the Prime Minister and his sup-
port for the housing issue and a presentation tabled at
the meeting, the Cabinet
decided to approve this issue.

She added that the Public
Authority for Housing Welfare
submitted to the Cabinet a
study on the symbolic value
of Al-Mutlaa city’s residential
lots, noting that the number of
beneficiaries of this reduction
exceeds 28,000 Kuwaiti fami-
lies. The Minister of Housing
stressed keenness of Public
Authority for Housing Welfare
to support the citizens and ease their financial burdens,
especially in the modern housing units and border
cities, thanking His Highness the Prime Minister for his
continuous support to the housing issue and citizens.

Certificate check
Meanwhile, the Cabinet commended the efforts of an

ad hoc committee entrusted with checking the universi-
ty documents of Kuwaiti citizens and residents alike.
This came during the cabinet’s discussion of the com-

mittee’s report on the recently raised issue of forged
university documents at a customary weekly meeting
held at Bayan Palace and presided over by Acting
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

The cabinet also listened to a briefing from Minister
of Education and Higher Education Hamed Al-Azmi,
who doubles as the head of the committee, Deputy
Premier and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas
Al-Saleh said in a statement following the meeting.
Having checked a total 6,050 certificates, the panel has

sent a number of forged doc-
uments to the Public
Prosecution as a prelude to
legal action against those
involved in the case, Saleh
said.

Al-Qabas daily had report-
ed yesterday that an Egyptian
man, who had masterminded
the forgeries of degrees in
Kuwait and then fled to Egypt,
Turkey and UAE in an attempt
to escape arrest, is finally in

Kuwaiti custody. After his name was sent to Interpol,
security sources said UAE security authorities arrested
the suspect, notified Kuwait and handed him over.
During initial interrogations, the suspect admitted that
another Egyptian working at a university outside Cairo
had been providing him with blank degrees from vari-
ous Egyptian universities and that he later filled in
holders’ data as required. The suspect also stressed
that he has full information about those he had sold the
fake degrees to, noting that they are mainly Kuwaitis.

Ministers congratulated
Also locally, the Cabinet congratulated the newly

appointed ministers, wishing them the best of luck in
serving their respective country’s national interests, he
added. Internationally, the Cabinet offered heartfelt
condolences to UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan on the victims of a recent helicopter
crash. The Kuwaiti ministers also deplored a recent

attack on the Libyan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which
left a number of people dead or injured. They further
voiced vehement condemnation of a tourist bus blast in
Egypt’s Giza Governorate. In this regard, the cabinet
resounded Kuwait’s unwavering position based on
decrying violence and terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations, reiterating that it stands side by side
with Libya and Egypt. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s
weekly meeting yesterday. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Ambassador of Turkey to Kuwait Ayse Hilal Sayan Koytak visited Kuwait Times yesterday
and discussed matters of mutual concern with Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan. — Photo
by Joseph Shagra

Manpower
authority
highlights 2018
achievements
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Director of the Public
Authority for Manpower Ahmad Al-
Moussa said the authority seeks to
improve the labor market by limiting the
numbers of marginal laborers, developing
the national workforce, supervising the
manpower working for the private sector
and the oil sector and those on govern-

ment contracts, protecting the rights of
these workers and training the authority’s
employees. 

Speaking about the authority’s
achievements in 2018, Moussa said the
authority issued work permit regulations,
responded to 2,301 inquiries made over
social media networks, signed memos of
understanding with the International
Labor Organization (ILO) on the Kuwait
Decent Work Country Program, signed a
memo of understanding to link the
authority’s systems with those of its
peers in Egypt in 2019-2020, took part
in 14 Arab and international conferences,
won Kuwait the chairmanship of the Arab
Labor Organization (ALO)’s board of
directors, hosted the 4th GCC labor min-
isters’ meeting in Kuwait, launched e-
service access for employers to file
absconding reports, launched the GPS

search system, set the regulations to be
followed on assessing the needs of labor-
ers, launched an online portal to support
SME projects and spent over KD 391
million on national labor support
allowances. 

Shrimping ban
Kuwait Fishermen Union Chairman

Thaher Al-Sowayyan said shrimping in
Kuwaiti waters will be banned from Jan 1,
2019 til l  July 31, 2019. Sowayyan
expressed hope that the ban period will
be enough for PAAAFR to consider
adopting a new mechanism for shrimp-
ing, noting that Kuwait lost hundreds of
tons of shrimps this year. He also called
for coordinating with neighboring coun-
tries to synchronize the ban and avoid
allowing the sale of fresh shrimps from
these nations in Kuwait during the ban.  

Maids accuse sponsors of torture

KUWAIT: A case has been filed by the lawyer
of the Philippine Embassy on behalf of two
Filipina housemaids working for a Kuwaiti cou-
ple, accusing them of assault and abuse. The
maids allege they were tortured daily by heated
metal objects and were locked up, until they
managed to flee the house and reached their
country’s embassy in a terrible condition.
However, on summoning the suspects, they
claimed that one of the maids had stolen KD
1,000 from the house, a charge which both the
maids denied. A case was filed and further inves-
tigations are in progress.—Al-Rai

227,000 passengers depart

KUWAIT: Manager of the engineering depart-
ment at the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) Saleh Al-Fedaghi said 227,000 passen-
gers had departed Kuwait over the past few
days on board 1,667 flights. Fedaghi added that
DGCA had fully prepared for the new year with
a plan set in collaboration with various bodies at
all terminals, including the interior ministry, the
customs department and other service
providers. He added that additional backup
teams had been deployed in various departure
lounges from Dec 26 till Dec 31 and that the
same teams will be deployed in arrival lounges
from today, Jan 1, 2019. — Al-Rai

Ministry ready for new year

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s relations and
security media department said that various field
security sectors have completed preparations
for security measures in anticipation of the New
Year, noting that a special security and traffic
plan has been set for the safety and security for
both citizens and expats on various roads and in
various ceremonial locations. The department
added that police patrols will be extensively
deployed everywhere in addition to coastguard
patrols at various beaches and Kuwaiti islands.
The department added that environmental
police will also be deployed to strictly deal with
any environmental violations. — By Hanan Al-
Saadoun 

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health
(MOH) obtained monitoring bodies’
approval to extend the contracts of
some expats working at Sabah,
Farwaniya and Jahra medical zones for
varied periods at a total cost of KD 2.6
million, well-informed ministry sources
said. The sources explained that the
contracts of medical services employ-
ees in Sabah zone were extended for
nine months effective Jan 5, 2019 at a
total cost of KD 1.9 million. The
sources added that the contracts of a
similar group of technical staff mem-
bers in Farwaniya and Jahra medical
areas were extended for three months
effective Feb 5, 2019 at a total cost of
KD 757,000. 

In another health concern, MOH’s
assistant undersecretary for legal affairs
Mohammed Dowaihi Al-Subaei said
that the ministry issued 52,725 birth
certificates in 2018 including 30,954 for
citizens and 21,771 for expats, in addi-

tion to 3,933 death certificates for citi-
zens and expats. Subaei added that
birth rates slightly decreased in 2018
compared to 2017, when total births
were 60,022. He also noted that MOH
issued 1,650 birth certificates and 134
death certificates to stateless people in
2018. He added that due to the fact that
the maternity hospital at Sabah medical
zone witnesses around 40 percent of
births in Kuwait, a new birth and death
center will open there soon. 

Murder suspects sentenced
The court of cassation annulled a

death sentence and sentenced two
suspects to 10 years in jail over
charges of killing a citizen in a shop-
ping mall in Hawally. Notably, a fight
had started between two citizens and
a group of five including the two sus-
pects, when the first suspect stabbed
one of the citizens in the chest, killing
him instantly, while the second suspect
stabbed the other citizen in the shoul-
der, injuring him. 

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Recently, an image of a ‘fake
discount’ offered by a popular internation-
al furniture store went viral on social
media. It was a photo of a bill of that store
showing a piece of furniture originally cost
KD 24 before the sales season, while the
same piece during the sales period cost
KD 29 before the discount and KD 26
after the discount. The social media user
who spread this picture charged the store
is cheating consumers, “who are now
smart to figure out fake sales”. He claimed
sales are not real as he knew the price of
the product and was waiting for the sales
period to buy it.  

Kuwait Times confirmed the veracity of
this claim with the Consumer Protection
Department of the Ministry of Commerce,
which is in charge of probing cases of
cheating. The inspector said the price of
the product was KD 24 more than a year
ago, but the store later hiked the price up
to KD 29. And during the sales period,
they discounted the price to KD 26.

“After we saw this picture on social
media, we went on an inspection to this
store to seek clarification of the claim,
which turned out to be false news. We are
not sure if the social media user who
spread it had the intention to tarnish the
reputation of the store on purpose, or if he
was not aware that the original price was
old and not valid,” the inspector named
Mohammed told Kuwait Times. 

The Consumer Protection Department
rarely receives complaints about fake
sales. “We have only received a few com-
plaints from customers complaining a
store was cheating during the sales period.
But when we went to check the store, we
found the customer was wrong. The big
and popular stores don’t make such mis-
takes and they usually follow the law,” he
added. All stores should obtain permission
from the Ministry of Commerce to hold
sales. “After the store gets the permission,
our inspectors check the store to confirm
the discounts are for real. In case of any
violation, the store will pay a fine,”
Mohammed pointed out.

Consumer protection denies
‘fake discount’ rumors

Health Ministry to extend
some expats’ contracts

Land part of
Sheikh Jaber
Causeway opened
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation (PART) announced yesterday the opening
of the land section of the Doha-link of the Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Causeway. Acting Director of PART
Suha Ashkanani said in a press conference that the project
comes in accordance with international standards, and
aims to link Doha with Shuwaikh from the beginning of Al-
Ghazali Bridge to ease traffic congestion. She added that
the 4.7 kilometer-long land section serves an army camp
and the Doha area. Meanwhile, project director
Mohammad Abdeen said that a 12.4-kilometer bridge
across the south of Kuwait would link Shuwaikh Port with
the Doha motorway. The Doha-link cost around KD 165.7
million (around $545 million). — KUNA

KUWAIT: A picture showing the extension of the bridge with its surface and marine components. — KUNA photos


