
Messi hits half 
century of 
hat-tricks to 
down Sevilla
SEVILLE: Lionel Messi scored a 50th career
hat-trick to fire Barcelona to a 4-2 win at Sevilla
yesterday after the champions had twice fallen
behind, giving the Catalans a 10-point lead at the
top of La Liga.

Sevilla, who have only won once in the league in
2019, took the lead midway through the first half
through veteran winger Jesus Navas but were soon
pegged back by an unstoppable volley from Messi.

The home side capitalised on sleepy defending
from Barca to re-take the lead before halftime as

Gabriel Mercado pounced in the area.
Barca coach Ernesto Valverde made two attack-

ing changes at the start of the second period by
introducing Ousmane Dembele and Sergi Roberto
and got the intended reaction when the France
winger laid the ball off to Messi just inside the area
and the Argentine lashed it into the top corner.

Messi, who has struggled for form in recent
weeks due to a niggling injury, looked on a mission
to grab the winner and after twice coming close he
completed his treble to put Barca ahead in the 85th
minute, reacting quickly to a poor Sevilla clearance
to dink the ball over goalkeeper Tomas Vaclik. Luis
Suarez made sure of the points by scoring deep in
stoppage time, chipping Vaclik after being played
through by a pass from Messi.

Barca lead the standings on 57 points after 25
games while second-placed Atletico Madrid have
47 but can reduce the gap back to seven when
they host Villarreal today. Sevilla fell to fifth, slip-
ping out of the Champions League places behind
Getafe. — Reuters
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Burnley dents Spurs’ title hopes
BURNLEY: Harry Kane scored on his return from
injury for Tottenham but his side fell to a surprise 2-1
defeat at Burnley, which severely dented their Premier
League title hopes yesterday. Ashley Barnes’ 83rd
minute winner for Burnley, after Kane had cancelled
out Chris Woods’ opener, extended their unbeaten run
to eight games and moved them up to 13th place in the
league with one of their best results since returning to
the top flight.

But for third-placed Spurs, who trail leaders
Manchester City and Liverpool by five points, this may
prove to be a loss that leaves them with too much
ground to make up. At an unseasonably sun-splashed
Turf Moor, Kane returned to the Spurs line-up for the
first time since suffering an ankle injury against
Manchester United on Jan. 13 with England manager
Gareth Southgate watching from the stands.

But he will have left East Lancashire also impressed
by Burnley central defensive pair of James Tarkowski
and Ben Mee who kept the England captain and the
Spurs attack well under control.

Spurs made a slow start to the lunchtime kick-off
game and it was not until the 16th minute that they
threatened when Kane worked some space for himself,
on the edge of the penalty area, but his left-foot effort
was comfortably wide of Tom Heaton’s post.

Burnley were harrying and closing down well in
midfield, with Ashley Westwood and Jack Cork partic-
ularly busy, and Spurs struggled to find their rhythm or
any real openings for their captain. Barnes went close
to an opener in the 33rd, Jeff Hendrick pulling the ball
back and the Burnley striker’s first time effort flashed
just over the bar. The effort would surely have
impressed the watching Austrian national team coach
Franco Foda, given Barnes’ eligibility for the country
through his paternal grandmother.

Burnley’s disciplined defending ensured the teams
went in level at the break but four minutes after the
resumption, Kane fired another warning, a dangerously
dipping and swerving shot from 30 metres out bring-
ing out the best in Heaton.

Burnley took the lead in the 57th minute with a
glancing header by Wood, who rose ahead of Juan
Foyth to angle in a Dwight McNeil corner. Spurs
believed the corner should not have been awarded but
they responded positively.

Eight minutes later Kane, who had looked a little
rusty, ran on to a quick throw-in from Danny Rose, got
behind Mee and slipped the ball past Heaton. Burnley
were angered that Rose had taken the throw-in several
metres ahead of the spot where the ball went out of
play but their protests were in vain.

The Clarets, who have been in or around the relega-
tion zone for most of the season, grabbed the winner
though when substitute Johann Berg Gudmundsson
found Barnes at the back post and the striker fired in
his fourth goal in as many games. Members of the
Spurs coaching staff furiously protested against the
referee after the final whistle. 

Meanwhile,  Newcastle United’s 2-0 win over 10-
man Huddersfield Town yesterday eased their Premier
League safety fears and sent the Terriers hurtling ever
faster towards relegation to the Championship.

The top-flight’s basement club looked lost again as
soon as captain Tommy Smith was given a 20th-minute
red card and second-half goals from Salomon Rondon
and Ayoze Perez sent them spinning to a 13th defeat in
their last 14 league matches.

A fourth straight league loss for Huddersfield’s new
manager Jan Siewert left them stranded six points
behind Fulham and 14 adrift of 17th-placed Cardiff
City as Newcastle, with a third straight home win
under Rafa Benitez, moved up to 14th.

Miguel Almiron, making his first start for Newcastle
after his club record 20 million-pound ($26.1 million)
move from Atlanta United, received a standing ovation
at St James’ Park when he came off after tormenting
Huddersfield’s defence for 80 minutes.

After chipping over Jonas Lossl and hitting the post,
only for Rondon to strike the same upright moments
later, the livewire Paraguayan was brought down by
Smith’s lunging, over-the-top challenge which earned
him a straight red card.

Only their finishing-they hit the woodwork four
times and were denied by brilliant saves from Lossl-let
them down as Newcastle dominated.

A minute after the break, Rondon broke the dead-
lock with a low strike before laying on the 52nd-minute
clincher from Spaniard Perez. 

In another match, Josh King went from hero to vil-
lain as Bournemouth drew 1-1 with Wolves in a bizarre
tale of three penalties at Dean Court.

Eddie Howe’s team took the lead through King’s
14th minute spot kick after the Bournemouth striker
tumbled theatrically under pressure from Joao
Moutinho.

Raul Jimenez equalised for Wolves with an 83rd
minute effort from the spot following a dubious hand-
ball decision by referee Roger East. 

King should have won it moments later when East
gave Bournemouth another controversial penalty after
Ryan Fraser appeared to be fouled outside the area.

But this time, King couldn’t take advantage of East’s
generosity as he fired wide from the spot. — Agencies

Newcastle plunge 10-man Huddersfield, Bournemouth and Wolves draw

BURNLEY: Tottenham Hotspur’s Belgian defender Jan Vertonghen (C) jumps for a header with Burnley’s English defender James Tarkowski (R) during the English Premier League football match between Burnley and Tottenham Hotspur
at Turf Moor in Burnley, north west England yesterday. — AFP

Bencic upsets Kvitova
to lift Dubai title
DUBAI: Switzerland’s Belinda Bencic ended a four-year
title drought with a 6-3 1-6 6-2 victory over Petra
Kvitova in the final of the Dubai Duty Free Tennis
Championships yesterday.

Victory gave Bencic, 21, her first win over second
seed Kvitova, who had breezed past her in straight sets
in the third round of the Australian Open last month. The
win was also Bencic’s fourth win over a top 10 player
this week after getting past Aryna Sabalenka, Simona
Halep and Elina Svitolina in the previous rounds.

Kvitova continued to struggle with her rhythm, as
she had during the course of the tournament, hitting
only 53 percent of first serves on target in the opening
set and also produced seven double faults.

Bencic took the first set with a searing backhand vol-
ley that got the crowd on their feet, finally winning a set
against the world number four in their fourth meeting.
Kvitova, however, stepped up her game in the second to
break Bencic three times and bagged the set with some

powerful forehand returns and by coming up to the net.
But it was Bencic who won the mental battle in the

third set by breaking Kvitova at 1-1 before winning
another break point at 4-2 to serve for the match.
Kvitova’s return on match point went long, a decision
that was reviewed, to give Bencic the win in an hour and
43 minutes. She is the second Swiss player, after
Martina Hingis won the inaugural edition in 2001, to win
the tournament. —Reuters
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