
OKLAHOMA: Paul George scored 45 points, including
a floater with less than a second left in the second over-
time, to lift the Oklahoma City Thunder to a 148-147
win over the visiting Utah Jazz on Friday night. The Jazz
led by one when George grabbed a rebound off a
missed shot by Utah’s Joe Ingles with 10 seconds left.
George kept the ball until he drove into the lane before
releasing the high floater that went cleanly through the
net. Russell Westbrook’s NBA-record streak of 11 con-
secutive triple-doubles came to an end when he was
called for his sixth foul on a charge with 1:09 remaining
in the first extra session. Westbrook finished with 43
points, 15 rebounds and eight assists. He hit a season-
high six 3-pointers. Donovan Mitchell led Utah with 38
points, going 14 of 35 from the field.

RAPTORS 120, SPURS 117
Kawhi Leonard had 25 points and scored the go-

ahead dunk after a steal with 15.1 seconds remaining as
host Toronto defeated his former team, San Antonio.
Former Raptors guard DeMar DeRozan had 23 points
and eight assists in his first game in Toronto since his

offseason trade to the Spurs. Marco Belinelli added 21
points on five 3-pointers for San Antonio. Pascal Siakam
added 22 points and six assists for the Raptors, and
Serge Ibaka contributed 13 points and 15 rebounds.

CLIPPERS 112, GRIZZLIES 106
Reserve forward Montrezl Harrell scored 19 of his 30

points in the first half, and Danilo Gallinari added 23 as
visiting Los Angeles built a big early lead, then held on
to beat Memphis. Lou Williams scored 18 points off the
bench for the Clippers, who won for the fourth time in
their past six games, with five of those contests on the
road. Mike Conley scored 25 points and handed out 10
assists, and Joakim Noah added a season-high 22
points plus 11 rebounds for Memphis. 

NUGGETS 114, MAVERICKS 104
Visiting Denver shook off some rust before drilling

Dallas with a third-quarter barrage en route to a victo-
ry. The Nuggets trailed for much of the first half against
the Mavericks, who played without Luka Doncic. The
rookie sensation is day-to-day due to a sore right knee.

Nikola Jokic posted a team-high 19 points along with
13 rebounds and eight assists for Denver, and Paul
Millsap had 17 points and 13 rebounds. Dallas rookie
Jalen Brunson, starting for Doncic, finished with a
game-high and career-best 22 points.

BULLS 110, MAGIC 109
Lauri Markkanen hit two free throws with 1.5 sec-

onds remaining to give Chicago a road victory that
snapped Orlando’s five-game winning streak. The Bulls
were down by one when Markkanen was fouled on a 3-
point attempt. After missing the first attempt,
Markkanen sank the next two free throws to put the
Bulls ahead, and the Magic could not get a shot off
before the buzzer at the other end. Markkanen led

Chicago with 25 points and 11 rebounds, and Zach
LaVine had 22 points and six assists. Evan Fournier had
22 points, and Nikola Vucevic added 19 points, 13
rebounds and seven assists for Orlando.

PISTONS 125, HAWKS 122
Thon Maker drilled a tiebreaking 3-pointer with

17.1 seconds remaining, and visiting Detroit held on to
beat Atlanta. Maker took a pass from Reggie Jackson
and calmly made the trey, his third of the night, giving
him nine points for the game. Jackson had 32 points,
five rebounds and eight assists as the Pistons won for
the fifth time in six games. Atlanta, which has lost five
of its past six, got 30 points and 10 assists from Trae
Young. —Reuters

Crusaders trounce 
’Canes in record 
victory run
TOKYO: The Canterbury Crusaders juggernaut
stormed to a record 17th consecutive victory with a 38-
22 demolition of the Wellington Hurricanes in their
Super Rugby clash in Christchurch yesterday.

The defending champions scored six tries to three
and held an impressive 24-0 lead at half-time in the
largely one-sided encounter with the score distorted by
two late Hurricanes tries when the result was beyond
doubt. For most of the game the Crusaders feasted on
stolen lineout ball, Matt Todd dominated the break-
down, and their All Blacks-laden Crusaders pack kept
the Hurricanes eight under constant pressure.

Todd, the Crusaders skipper, said the dominant first
half was the making of the game. “We came out with the
attitude to attack and we scored some good tries which
was pleasing. The second half got a bit messy,” he said.

The Crusaders haven’t been beaten since back-to-
back losses away to the Hurricanes and Otago
Highlanders a year ago and have overtaken the previous
record of 16 wins set by the Crusaders of 2005-06.

They also extended their impressive home run to
21 matches without defeat in three years. Two of the
Crusaders tries to Scott Barrett came when they
departed from their renowned lineout drive and used
a new tactic of peeling off to move play infield.
“Obviously teams know we like to drive so we have to
have variations off that and it’s always nice when stuff
you work on at training comes off on game day,”
Todd said.

Hurricanes skipper Dane Coles described it as “a
good, old-fashioned lesson in how to play Super Rugby.
They’ve set the benchmark.”

WARATAHS WIN IN TOKYO 
The Hurricanes, champions in 2016 and semi-finalists

for the past two years, received few chances, and those
they did get were quickly nullified. When they chose a
scrum instead of a kickable shot at goal midway through
the second half they were pushed off their own ball.

The new lineout move for the Crusaders saw Barrett
open the scoring in both halves. Richie Mo’unga also
scored twice with his first resulting from delicate work

down the sideline by Manasa Mataele who managed to
keep his outside foot off the ground long enough to get
his pass away as he was being tackled over the touch-
line. From the restart, the Crusaders mounted an 80-
metre counter attack which resulted in Jordan Taufua’s
try and Mo’unga scored his second after the Crusaders
opted for a scrum rather than a close-range shot at goal
on the stroke of half-time.

As the game loosened up in the second half the
Hurricanes came back with two early tries to Ben Lam
and Wes Goosen. The Crusaders responded with one to
George Bridge before Lam and TJ Perenara added two
more for the Hurricanes. —AFP
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George’s last-second shot lifts 
Thunder over Jazz in second OTs

Clippers start fast, hold off Grizzlies for victory
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Ireland look to 
build momentum 
with big win over 
depleted Italy
ROME: Champions Ireland head to Rome today
looking to build momentum in their stuttering Six
Nations title defence with a big win over under-
dogs Italy who have been hit by the absence of
captain Sergio Parisse.

Italy’s task was already difficult before skipper
Parisse suffered concussion while playing for his
club Stade Francais last Saturday. For Italy coach
Conor O’Shea, a former Ireland full-back, it now
looks like mission impossible against his home
country ranked second in the world behind New
Zealand.

“He is talismanic for them,” said Ireland coach
Joe Schmidt of Parisse. “It will effect them no
doubt because of the standing and respect he
has.” Italy have not won a Six Nations game in
four years with defeats against Scotland (33-20)
and Wales (26-15) this campaign bringing that
tally up to 19 consecutive games.

Ireland-the 2018 Grand Slam winners-are
fourth in the Six Nations table having beaten
Scotland (22-13) in their last match after losing
their opener to England (32-20). Both sides last
met in Chicago in November, when Ireland ran
out 54-7 winners.

A big win over the Italians would give
Schmidt’s side a boost before hosting France in
Dublin on March 10, with their finale against
Wales in Cardiff the following week. Despite the
calibre of the opposition Schmidt has made just
four changes-all in the pack-leaving the backs
unchanged with first-choice half-back pair Conor
Murray and Jonathan Sexton.

“I thought (Braam) Steyn was absolutely out-
standing in that last game,” said Schmidt of the
South African-born flanker who moves into
Parisse’s position at number eight.  “Their back-
row power is going to challenge us physically,”
said Schmidt. “It does still make for a very com-
petitive back row when you bring in (Maxime)
Mbanda and (Jimmy) Tuivaiti. “The likes of
(Michele) Campagnaro, (Edoardo) Padovani and
(Angelo) Esposito, those guys will be a great
challenge for us.”   

Hooker Leonardo Ghiraldini, capped 101 times,
takes the Azzurri captain’s armband for the 17th
time. Ghiraldini, 34, is the only remaining member
of the side that achieved Italy’s last Six Nations
success at home, against Ireland in March 2013.

It was Italy’s only win against the Irish in 19
games in the championship since joining in 2000.
Peter O’Mahony will captain Ireland with regular
skipper Rory Best rested with Leinster’s two-time
Champions Cup-winning stalwart Sean Cronin
taking his place at hooker. Although he has been
capped 67 times by Ireland, 58 of Cronin’s
appearances have come off the bench-a record
for any Ireland replacement. And Schmidt
expects Cronin, making his 10th Test start, will be
looking to oust Best. — AFP

OKLAHOMA CITY: Donovan Mitchell #45 of the Utah Jazz shoots the ball against the Oklahoma City Thunder on
Friday at Chesapeake Energy Arena in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. — AFP

NBA Results/Standings

                                          Eastern Conference
                                          W                 L            PCT      GB
Milwaukee                           44                  14            0.759     -
Toronto                               44                  16            0.733     1
Indiana                                39                  20           0.661     5.5
Philadelphia                        38                  21            0.644     6.5
Boston                                 37                  22            0.627     7.5
Brooklyn                              30                  30           0.500    15
Charlotte                             28                  30           0.483     16
Detroit                                 27                  30           0.474     16.5
Miami                                  26                  31            0.456     17.5
Orlando                               27                  33           0.450     18
Washington                         24                  35           0.407     20.5
Atlanta                                 19                   40           0.322      25.5
Chicago                               15                   44           0.254     29.5
Cleveland                            13                   46           0.220     31.5
New York                            11                   48           0.186     33.5

                                          Western Conference
                                          W                 L            PCT      GB
Golden State                       42                  16            0.724     -
Denver                                 40                  18            0.690    2
Oklahoma City                    38                  20           0.655     4
Portland                               35                  23           0.603     7
Houston                               33                  25           0.569     9
Utah                                     32                   26           0.552     10
San Antonio                        33                  27           0.550     10
LA Clippers                         33                  27           0.550     10
Sacramento                         30                  28           0.517     12
LA Lakers                           29                  29           0.500    13
Minnesota                           28                  30           0.483     14
Dallas                                   26                  32           0.448     16
New Orleans                       26                  34           0.433     17
Memphis                             23                   37           0.383     20
Phoenix                               11                   49           0.183      32

Oklahoma City 148, Utah 147 (OT); Dallas 104, Denver 114; Atlanta 122, Detroit 125; New York 104, Minnesota 115; Memphis 106, LA
Clippers 112; Charlotte 123, Washington 110; Indiana 126, New Orleans 111; Orlando 109, Chicago 110; Toronto 120, San Antonio 117.

TOKYO: Sunwolves’ centre Ryoto Nakamura tries to break through the Waratahs’ defence during the Super Rugby
round 2 match between the Sunwolves and Waratahs at Prince Chichibu Memorial Stadium in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

Johnson takes 
two-shot lead 
at WGC-Mexico
MEXICO CITY: Dustin Johnson fired his sec-
ond straight bogey-free round on Friday, a
four-under par 67 that gave him a two-stroke
lead over Rory McIlroy and Matt Kuchar at the
WGC-Mexico Championship.

Johnson’s methodical approach at Club de
Golf Chapultepec paid dividends as he over-
hauled first-round leader McIlroy on a day
when 14-time major champion Tiger Woods
moved into the top 10 with a five-under 66.

“I’ve just done a really good job with con-
trolling my distance with my irons and giving
myself a lot of looks at birdies,” said Johnson,
who had never before in his US PGA Tour
career opened a tournament with two bogey-
free rounds.

The 2017 WGC-Mexico champion said he
enjoyed the challenge of adjusting to the alti-
tude. “It makes you focus, you’ve got to think
and you’re doing a lot of calculations with the
numbers, trying to figure out how far the ball is
going to actually go,” he said.

McIlroy, who opened Thursday with an
eight-under par 63, picked up where he left off
with three birdies in his first four holes. But he
found the water for a bogey at the sixth and
then made a double-bogey at the par-four

ninth, where he was 15 feet from the fringe
with his second shot but needed four putts
from there.

He signed for a one-under 71 for nine-
under 133. He was joined by Kuchar, who
opened with four straight birdies in a four-
under 67. Spain’s Sergio Garcia and England’s
Tommy Fleetwood were tied for fourth on 135,
Garcia posting a 66 and Fleetwood a 65 that
started with back-to-back eagles at the first
and second-both par-fours.

Fleetwood tied for low round of the day with
Phil Mickelson, who had opened his title
defense with a horrendous 79, only to bounce
back with a bogey-free 65.

Woods climbed the leaderboard with a five-
under 66 that featured six birdies and an
unlikely par at his finishing hole, the par-four
ninth. In a fairway bunker off the tee, Woods
produced a vintage recovery shot, cutting a
nine-iron around a tree, the ball spinning back
some 20 feet toward the hole.

It left him an 11-foot birdie putt that lipped
out. “The ball was sitting down just enough
where I didn’t think I could clear the tree,” said
Woods, who first went for his eight-iron but
decided it would come out too hot.

“I went back to the nine-iron, I realized ‘I’ve
really got to slice this thing,’” he said. “I opened
up and gave it as much of a cut motion as I
could and it worked out.” Woods had made a
scrambling start to his round, rolling in a nine-
footer for his first birdie at the 12th. He birdied
14 and got up and down for birdie from a
greenside bunker at 15. — AFP

McDonald outlasts 
del Potro to reach 
ATP semi-final
MIAMI: American Mackenzie McDonald disrupted Juan Martin
del Potro’s latest injury comeback Friday with a three-set victory
over the top-seeded Argentinian in the ATP Delray Beach Open
quarter-finals.

McDonald, ranked 84th in the world, outlasted the fourth-
ranked del Potro 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (7/5) to notch his first victory over
a top-five player and reach his first ATP Tour semi-final. Del
Potro, playing his first tournament since hobbling out of the
Shanghai Masters with a broken right kneecap in October, took
the court with his right knee more heavily bandaged than in his
prior matches this week.

He was moving tentatively as he dropped the opening set, but
still had plenty of pop on his serve and forehand as he managed
to fend off two break points on the way to taking the second. It
would take a third-set tiebreaker to settle things, McDonald
gaining the win with an overhead smash on his third match point.

McDonald, 23, next faces Moldova’s Radu Albot, who rallied
from a set and a break down to beat fourth-seeded American
Steve Johnson 1-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7/5). Del Potro was scheduled to
continue his comeback bid at next week’s tournament in
Acapulco, but he said Friday night he would not be travelling to
Mexico to try and defend his title there. He is still hoping to
defend his Indian Wells Masters title in March. In other matches,
US second seed John Isner blasted 24 aces in a 7-6 (7/2), 6-4
victory over eighth-seeded Adrian Mannarino. — AFP


