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Oscars night is quickly approaching and all will
be revealed. Will Alfonso Cuaron sweep the
awards for his cinematic masterpiece “Roma?”
Will another contender swipe the best picture

Oscar from him? Can Glenn Close finally claim her first
Academy Award? The ceremony will be without a host for
the first time in three decades — a fact sure to create
some surprising moments. Here are five things to watch for
on Sunday when the stars gather for the 91st Oscars:

Can Netflix’s ‘Roma’ make history? 
Streaming giant Netflix could take a major step for-

ward in its quest to be both a distribution king and a pur-
veyor of quality original content if “Roma” becomes its
first film to take home a best picture Oscar. “Roma” earned
a whopping 10 nods, leading the proceedings in a tie with
“The Favourite.” The film earned nominations in several
top categories including best director and best actress,
also a new high for Netflix.

Amazon Studios already broke through in the best pic-
ture category in 2017 with a nomination for “Manchester
by the Sea” — but did not grab the win. A best picture
victory for “Roma” would also make history as it would be
the first foreign-language film to do so. And it would be
the crown jewel in a rich awards season for Alfonso
Cuaron, whose black-and-white film pays homage to his
mother, his nanny and his childhood in 1970s Mexico City.

Four of the 10 nominations for “Roma” are his: for best
picture as a producer, best director, best original screen-
play and best cinematography. He joins illustrious compa-
ny with his achievement: Warren Beatty did the same,
scoring four nominations in four different categories —
twice — for “Heaven Can Wait” and “Reds.” Joel and
Ethan Coen did it for “No Country for Old Men.”

At last, Glenn Close’s turn? 
Glenn Close is a veteran stage and screen actress and

is revered by her peers. She is a winner of three Emmys,
three Golden Globes and three Tony Awards. But Oscar

has never smiled on her. This year, with her seventh nomi-
nation, could finally be her year. Close, 71, earned rave
reviews for her portrayal of Joan Castleman, a woman who
finds herself at a crossroads in her marriage to an author
husband in “The Wife,” opposite a formidable Jonathan
Pryce. She has swept the major prizes so far this awards
season, from a Golden Globe in January to a Screen
Actors Guild prize to the Critics’ Choice Award she shared
with Lady Gaga. Oscarologists are near-unanimous in
their prediction that Close will strike gold on Sunday. We’ll
see when the envelope is opened.

What about Spike Lee? 
Spike Lee is still bitter about what is perceived as one

of the most egregious Oscar snubs: the choice of “Driving
Miss Daisy” for best picture in 1990, when his “Do The
Right Thing” was not nominated. But this year, his
“BlacKkKlansman” is up for six Oscars, and Lee himself
was nominated three times: for best picture as a producer,
best director and best adapted screenplay. Lee was given

a honorary Oscar a few years ago for lifetime achievement
but has never taken home a competitive Academy Award.
Many hope his tale of a black cop who infiltrated the Ku
Klux Klan will break the unhappy streak.

Is a hostless Oscars a better Oscars? 
For the first time in 30 years, the Oscars will go on with-

out a host. The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences initially offered the job to Kevin Hart, but back-
lash over a series of old tweets quickly ended that. So gala
organizers are going without an emcee for the first time
since 1989 — a disastrous year remembered for a musical
duet between actor Rob Lowe and ... Snow White. Will the
hostless gala mean a shorter gala, which many viewers and
industry A-listers have asked for? Organizers have prom-
ised to try to keep the show at about three hours. We’ll see.

A-list music performances 
Lady Gaga, Queen with Adam Lambert, Bette Midler:

some of music’s biggest stars will be front and center on

Oscars night to perform Oscar-nominated songs, and oth-
erwise entertain the A-listers. Gaga and Bradley Cooper
will sing their power ballad “Shallow” from “A Star Is
Born” live for the first time on television. Midler will do
“The Place Where Lost Things Go” from “Mary Poppins
Returns,” and Oscar winner Jennifer Hudson will sing the
theme song “I’ll Fight” from the documentary “RBG”
about Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

Also added to the schedule were Queen —
“Bohemian Rhapsody,” the story of the band’s rise to
fame, earned five nominations including for best picture
and best actor (Rami Malek as the late Freddie
Mercury). Kendrick Lamar and SZA had been due to
perform their song “All the Stars” from “Black Panther,”
but Variety reported that they would not attend, citing a
“logistics and timing” issue. — AFP 

Five things to watch for on Oscars night

In this file photo taken on December 10, 2018, Mexican direc-
tor Alfonso Cuaron arrives for the Los Angeles premiere of
“Roma” at the Egyptian theatre in Hollywood, California. 

In this picture taken on February 20, 2019, US conductor Marin Alsop (top C), 62, conducts the
Sao Paulo Symphony Orchestra, the Diocesan Boys’ School Orchestra and the Diocesan Girls’
School Orchestra during an open rehearsal for their Hong Kong Arts Festival performance the
following night in Hong Kong. — AFP 

Glenn Close attends the 12th Annual Women In Film Oscar
Party at Spring Place on February 22, 2019 in Beverly
Hills.— AFP photos

Spike Lee

The first woman to lead a major US
orchestra, Marin Alsop believes that
Western classical music — long seen

as a stuffy, elitist club — can be “a great
equalizer” between people of all back-
grounds. “Every single human being can
access classical music. If you think you
can’t, it’s only because you have been told
that by someone who didn’t know any-
thing,” Alsop told AFP in an interview on
the sidelines of the Hong Kong Arts
Festival, where she was conducting the
Sao Paulo Symphony Orchestra.  The 62-
year-old American is herself no stranger to
such naysayers. 

She was nine years old when she
watched the celebrated American compos-
er Leonard Bernstein conduct an orchestra
and decided that she too would command
the stage one day, only to be told by her
violin teacher that “girls don’t do that”.  For
the young girl who had grown up watching
her mother play the cello, it was her first
brush with gender discrimination. 

Born into a musical family — her father
played the violin — Alsop took up her first
instrument when she was just two years
old, joining an orchestra at age seven.  She
credits her “entirely supportive” parents
and her own “stubborn” streak for helping
her persevere in her push to wield the
baton. Her determination and talent even-
tually won the budding conductor the
attention of Bernstein himself, who took
her under his wing.

Making history 
After years of touring with orchestras in

the US and the UK, Alsop made history in
2007 when she became the first female
music director of the Baltimore Symphony
Orchestra (BSO). More accolades followed.
In 2013, she became the first woman to
conduct the Last Night of the Proms, a
highlight of Britain’s cultural calendar.
Later this year, Alsop will add another first
to her resume when she takes over as
music director of the Vienna Radio
Symphony Orchestra. 

“I am always shocked that there can still
be firsts for women in the 21st century... I
find that quite pathetic,” she says.
Nonetheless, she acknowledges that “the
great thing about being the first... is that it
provides you a platform and an opportuni-
ty to try to open doors for other people”.

Despite Alsop’s success, the classical music
world has been slow to embrace and nur-
ture the talent of female conductors.
According to Britain’s Royal Philharmonic
Society, only 5.5 percent of the 371 con-
ductors represented by British agents are
female. Eager to see more women blaze
trails of their own, Alsop founded the Taki
Concordia Conducting Fellowship in 2002,
offering guidance and mentoring to female
conductors. 

As the #MeToo movement sweeps the
world of classical music, including hal-
lowed institutions like the Metropolitan
Opera and the BSO, Alsop is scathing
about the abuses of power, calling them
“the worst-kept secrets in classical
music”.  “I hope that the younger genera-
tions (of men) are more educated, more
sensitive or at least perhaps, a little more
scared,” she says. 

‘Find their voice’ 
A high-profile career leading three

orchestras across three continents
notwithstanding, Alsop hopes her ongoing
efforts to widen access to the world of
classical music will prove her strongest
legacy. When she took over the BSO in
2007, she was astonished to discover that
while African-Americans made up more
than 60 percent of Baltimore’s population,
the orchestra featured only one African-
American musician — a cellist. 

The disparity prompted her to set up a
program called OrchKids, providing free
musical education, instruments, meals and
mentoring to 30 African-American young-
sters. A decade on, its reach has expanded
to 1,300 children. Describing the first
intake of students, who are now graduating
from the program, Alsop says: “They have
been able to find their voice. They have
been able to express themselves. They
have been able to become confident lead-
ers”.  “When you suddenly find yourself
playing the violin in front of an audience
when you never expected to do that... you
can start to see yourself doing so many
things,” she says. “They have been able to
envision a world for themselves that’s filled
with possibility”.  — AFP 

Alex Honnold, a big wall climber who
has conquered a series of intimidating
rock faces on his own and almost with-

out equipment, could tomorrow add the
Oscars to his conquests for his central role in
the documentary ‘Free Solo.’ Honnold, who
was born in Sacramento, California, came to
international attention with a series of solo
ascents without ropes or other safety gear up
legendary climbs. 

As Honnold, who is famous for living in
Yosemite National Park in a van, ticked off the
famous routes, he became famous himself. In
June 2017, escorted by a film crew of other
expert climbers, Honnold attempted one of the
most daunting routes, known as ‘Freerider’,
which zigzags up a 2,750 feet (840-metre) cliff
to one of the tallest parts of Yosemite’s famed
El Capitan. 

The documentary of that climb, as scary as
any horror film, has already won a British Bafta
award and is nominated in Sunday’s Oscars. It
has, Honnold said, altered his life.  “Nothing
immediately changed in me,” the climber told
AFP. “The day I did the climb, it was just like a
normal day. What changed is with the release
of the film and the five months talking about it
and seeing reactions to it and time spent talk-
ing about the climb, I think that has slowly
changed me.”

“It’s not as if when you finish the climb sud-
denly you are a new man. I think that finishing
the climb has maybe sated my hunger a little
bit. I mean, I achieved this big dream of mine
and there is nothing else I feel quite the same
about.” In the film, Honnold scales the rock
face, finding finger and toe holds invisible to
the camera, some, according to National
Geographic which produced the film, just one
eighth of an inch (3.1mm) wide. As he hangs
hundreds of feet above the valley floor, death
seems only a moment away.

“I think I’m afraid of dying, I mean like

everyone else,” Honnold said. “Obviously, there
are some climbing experiences that are scary
and I just have to manage my fear, the same as
everyone else, take some deep breaths and
relax and try to perform anyway but I think the
best approach is to just not be afraid.

‘This is awesome’ 
Honnold’s preparation meant he knew what

to do from the start. “I was just executing, you
know it’s like auto-pilot, you just go and do
the thing you’ve been working toward,” he
said. “Obviously a little nervous just because
it’s big and I’ve never done it...but mostly just
moving ahead.” “You know I was afraid of ‘El
Cap’ for many years which is why it took me
two years preparation just to do the climb. If I
didn’t feel fear I would’ve done it on the first
day. If you dont feel fear you just go for it.” As
he neared the top, his mood changed. “The
last 100 meters get easier as you finish so I’d
sort of already started the celebration, not
celebrating, but the last 50 meters are pretty
easy so I was just like running up like ‘Oh! I
did it, this is awesome.’”

“Incredible satisfaction,” he said. “I was on
top sitting in the sun with no shirt on for like an
hour and a half just being like ‘what an amazing
day’ and we took pictures, all hung out and we
were all hugging.” Honnold takes pride in the
awards the film is collecting. “Climbing is fun-
damentally more satisfying because it’s an
object in nature that you can go and see every
year - it’s always the same, it’s unchanging, it’s
basically like a set level of challenge that you
have to rise to.” So what comes next? “I don’t
know, we’ll see,” he said. “I would go to
Yosemite again in May and go climb outside
again for a while.” — AFP 

Celebrate the 2019
Oscars with OSN

OSN, the region’s leading entertain-
ment network, will bring all things
Oscars(r) live and direct from

Hollywood to viewers across the Middle East
for this year’s 91st Academy Awards. Through
an exclusive live broadcast, viewers can revel
in the minute-by-minute action on 25
February - from 12.30am KSA with the pre-
show, followed by ‘On the Red Carpet at the
Oscars’ and the 91st Academy Awards cere-
mony itself from 4am-7am (KSA) on OSN
Movies HD and OSN Ya Hala Cinema, with a
repeat airing the same day on both channels
at 7pm (KSA). Watch all the pre-event glitz
and glamour with E! Entertainment’s Live
from the Red Carpet and Fashion Police from
2.30am-4am (KSA) on 25 February. 

Feeding the region’s love of quality films, a
stellar line-up of Oscar nominated titles will
be available on OSN Store to buy and keep
in the lead up to the awards, including A Star
Is Born, Bohemian Rhapsody and
BlacKkKlansman to name but a few. Discover
these titles and more on OSN Store, OSN on
Demand, and OSN Play for anywhere, any
time and any device viewing. 

Giving customers even more chances to
relive classic movie moments, OSN will also
be launching a new pop-up channel, OSN
Pop Up HD Oscars. From February 15 to 25,

the channel will showcase 70 of the finest
Oscars awarded and acclaimed movies
including Marvel Studios’ Black Panther,
which is nominated for seven Oscars includ-
ing Best Picture - the first superhero movie
nominated for the Academy’s most highly
coveted accolade. Find out which films and
movie stars will be taking home the golden
statuettes on 25 February, only on OSN.

How much does an Oscar statue
weigh? Which actor has received
the most ever nominations? Who

has the most Oscars ever? Here are some
fun facts about the 91st Academy
Awards, which will take place in
Hollywood tomorrow:

Uncle Oscar? 
Hollywood lore has it that the

Academy Award was nicknamed Oscar
after Academy librarian Margaret Herrick
— who eventually became executive
director — saw the trophy for the first
time and thought it looked like her uncle
Oscar. Hollywood legend Bette Davis
allegedly claimed she had nicknamed the
award Oscar as it reminded her of her
first husband, musician Harmon Oscar
Nelson Jr, but later withdrew that claim,
according to IMDB. The Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences offi-
cially adopted the nickname in 1939.

Heavy prize 
The Oscar statuette is solid bronze

and plated in 24-karat gold. It stands
13.5 inches (34 centimeters) tall and
weighs 8.5 pounds. It takes three
months for Polich Tall ix Fine Art
Foundry in New York to manufacture a
batch of 50 statuettes. More than 3,140
statuettes have been handed out since
1929. The trophy represents a knight
holding a crusader’s sword standing on
a reel of film with five spokes that refer
to the five original branches of the
Academy — actors, directors, produc-
ers, technicians and writers.

Acting royalty 
Meryl Streep holds the record for the

most nominations in the acting cate-
gories, with 21. She and Jack Nicholson
— the most nominated male actor with
12 nominations — each have two stat-
uettes for lead acting and one for sup-
porting roles. The movie industry figure
with the most Oscars is Walt Disney, who
won 22, plus four honorary statuettes.
Katharine Hepburn won the most Oscars
for a performer, with four. Daniel Day-
Lewis is the only person to have three
best actor Oscars.

Young and old winners 
The youngest person to receive an

Oscar was six-year-old Shirley Temple
in 1935, although it was a non-competi-
tive honorary award for children to hon-
or her work from the year before. The
youngest to win a competitive Oscar
was Tatum O’Neal, who was 10 when
she bagged best supporting actress for
“Paper Moon” in 1974. The oldest win-
ner of an acting award was Christopher
Plummer, who was 82 when he won his
first Oscar for best supporting actor in
“Beginners” in 2012.

Unfortunate streak 
Sound engineer Kevin O’Connell held

the record for most Academy Award
nominations without a win at 20. But the
21st time was the charm in 2017 when he
finally won for best sound mixing for
“Hacksaw Ridge.” — AFP 
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