
MPs should
have say in UN
reforms: Kuwaiti
lawmaker 
NEW YORK: Inter Parliamentary
Union’s (IPU) deputy head of UN affairs
committee Safaa Al-Hashem said Friday
that MPs should have a say in UN
Security Council’s reforms, and parlia-
ments should ultimately endorse plan to
reform the UNSC. “Any reform plans will
ultimately be at the table of many
national parliaments, and parliamentary
committees should examine govern-
ment’s positions regarding UN reforms,”
Hashem, a Kuwaiti MP, said in a speech
before a meeting of IPU’s Standing
Committee on UN Affairs.

Hashem called on importance of
reforming UNSC in order to reflect the
“current international reality,” citing the
rising number of UN members, emer-
gence of oil economic and military pow-
ers. Countries and regions should be
better represented at the UNSC, she

said, in order to boost the credibility and
legitimacy of the council. Hashem said
use of veto by five permanent members
resulted, in many cases, in failure of
UNSC to restore international peace
and security, because those countries
would weigh their personal interest on
top of the general ones.

Hashem, meanwhile, said the recent
IPU assembly called for punishing UN
peacekeepers who sexually assaulted
local civilians. She cited a proposed
solution by South Africa to form a
mobile military court to prosecute any
peacekeeper convicted of committing
crimes. Hashem noted that coming week
would mark the anniversary of the liber-
ation of Kuwait from Iraq, when forces
invaded the North Gulf State in August
1990 and occupied the State seven
months until they were driven out by an
international coalition in February 26,
1991. She said when the UNSC became
united, just like when it was like during
the Iraqi invasion, international peace
and security would be maintained. 

Meanwhile, Hashem praised the
“symbolic” participation of UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres at
the IPU Assembly in April. The plans are
an “important step in illustrating the

UN’s support for the IPU’s role and
boosts cooperation between both,” the
Kuwaiti lawmaker said after attending
talks between Guterres and the IPU
head. The meeting highlighted chal-
lenges facing the UN Palestinian refugee

relief agency, UNRWA, in regards to
unearthing sustainable funding solutions
to prevent a budget deficit, she said. The
issue will continue being a topic of dis-
cussion at the Doha-held IPU Assembly
in early April, she added. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: A special plan is in place to facilitate pas-
senger traffic at Kuwait International Airport as thou-
sands of travelers are expected to use the busy terminal
during the national holidays. Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) figures show that 421,140 pas-
sengers are expected to use Kuwait airport during the
10 days from Feb 21 to March 2, 2019, including
202,750 departing and 218,390 arriving passengers.

The total number of passengers travelling through
Kuwait airport this year is twice the number of those
who travelled last year, when the national holidays were
for only five days, DGCA’s deputy director for aviation
and air transport safety Emad Al-Jelowi said. He noted
that DGCA’s operations
department is fully coordinat-
ing with the interior ministry
and the customs department.

Performance evaluation
Several departments at the

Ministry of Social Affairs have
already completed evaluating
their employees’ performance
pending granting them excel-
lent performance bonuses,
said informed sources, noting
that the ministry has set no deadline to receive the
evaluation reports and that it needs at least a month
after receiving them to input the data into the system,
taking into consideration that the ministry has around
7,000 employees. 

Notably, the excellent performance bonus is set
according to seniority, with a maximum of KD 2,000
for assistant undersecretaries, KD 1,500 for directors,
KD 1,250 for managers, KD 1,000 for heads of depart-
ments, KD 800 for employees in grade four, KD 600
for employees in grades 8-5 and KD 300 for employees
doing supplementary jobs. 

Fish farming
Head of the ports projects committee at Kuwait

Ports Authority Essa Abdullah said the authority had
approved the fish farming project to be constructed
in collaboration with Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) and Kuwait Municipality. In a letter
he sent to the municipality, Abdullah stressed that
the project is approved provided it does not conflict
with future plans to build the authority’s southern
port included in Kuwait structural plan for the south-
ern region. 

Road projects
Minister of Public Works (MPW) and Minister of

State for Housing Affairs Jenan Bushehri met represen-
tatives from Kuwait University, Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research, Defense Ministry and Public

Authority for Roads and
Transportation to discuss plans
to pave various roads with a
new layer of asphalt, said
informed sources. The sources
added that ideas and visions
were exchanged on when to
commence the plan, noting that
a further meeting would be
held on Thursday to define the
role to be played by each of
the participating bodies. 

In a related development,
the sources said Bushehri reviewed the public works
ministry’s plan to fill vacant leading positions in various
sectors and the ministry’s structural organizations and
the possibility of amending it. The sources added that
Bushehri urged various sectors to submit their propos-
als by mid-March, when a meeting would be held to
make the final decision and report it to the Civil Service
Commission.  

Municipal proposals
Responding to a proposal made by the Municipal

Council’s deputy chairman concerning shading the
Naayem scrap market, Municipality Director Ahmed
Al-Manfouhi said according to law number 33/2016,
the scrap market in Naayem comes under the Public

Authority of Industry (PAI). Meanwhile, the municipali-
ty’s deputy director for organization Mohammad Al-
Zobi said a proposal by Municipal Council member
Ahmed Al-Hadban concerning planting trees in various
desert areas will be taken into consideration and that
the needed coordination would be made with various
related bodies including the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources. 

In another development, a proposal by former coun-
cilmember Abdullah Al-Kandari concerning allocating
special locations for vending trucks and providing them
with power, toilets and garbage containers in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, the
National Fund for SME Development and Touristic
Enterprises Company (TEC) was approved, Zobi said,
noting that the approved locations will include under-con-
struction residential areas, parks’ parking areas, parking
spaces outside sport clubs, TEC parking areas and sites
used by government bodies to hold public ceremonies.  
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With the beginning of the weekend and the
national holidays, which fall on Monday and
Tuesday this week, many of us have been

feeling a calm on the streets - I mean less traffic conges-
tion, which is expected as this year’s holiday is almost a
week long. The national and liberation day holidays are
only for two days, but as usual here, they have been
extended for a week. Maybe some will remain on vaca-
tion until the end of this week, so things will only get
back to normal again by Sunday.

Now, how do we celebrate the national holidays? Let
me start with the water scene. Young people will run in
the streets with water sprays or foam or I don’t know
what else, encouraged by parents. Stores will be delight-
ed to sell all these harmful and annoying tools, making
big profits. Kids and teenagers will end up spraying mil-
lions of gallons of water under the pretext of celebrating
the national days and bringing joy to the hearts of young
people. I fail to see any connection between celebrating
the national holiday and harming people.

How do nations celebrate their national holidays?
Most countries of the world celebrate this day with car-
nivals, fireworks and military parades. As for us, the cele-
brations start by wasting water, raising large flags on
cars, dancing in the streets, and annoying people and
pedestrians, especially those waiting for the bus or taxi.

How can the state intervene and stop it? I think
through the environment police, the state can penalize all
the people who allow their children to spray water on
pedestrians and cars on the streets. The state should
impose steep fines on violators who expose the lives of
people to danger and harm and spray people with water,
foam or any other substance that puts the lives of inno-
cent people at risk. Is it not the duty of the state to pre-
vent such ill behaviors?

Those scenes have become common during the past
years and I do not know if this scene will be repeated
this year too, but time will tell. I wonder how much clean
water will be wasted, while in some parts of the world,
people are dying of thirst.   It’s good that some people
can travel abroad to visit their families during the week-
long holiday, and those who own chalets can stay away
and be comfortable. Some may avoid going out unless
they want to participate in the so-called national pro-
cessions and spray people with water on roads that are
full of potholes and loose gravel. 

I see that whoever has traveled during this national
holiday did well. I was not so lucky this time. I will spend
most of the time reading, watching movies and monitor-
ing the conditions on the streets. Happy holidays! 

National holidays 
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local spotlight

More than 421,000 passengers to
use airport during national holidays

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows passengers at Kuwait International Airport. — KUNA

Passengers’
number 
doubled 
in a year

Including 202,750 departing and 218,390 arriving passengers

Security forces geared
up to keep order
during celebrations
KUWAIT: The Ministry of
Interior is executing a full-
scale plan to maintain law and
order throughout the country
during the national days’ cele-
brations. Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Interior Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah and Interior
Undersecretary Essam Al-
Naham have given instructions
to the concerned officers to
secure facilities for easy traf-
fic, as well as for the citizens
and residents of the country,
said Brig Tawheed Al-Kandari,
the acting director general for public relations and
security media at the ministry. Ministry personnel are
ready to deal, promptly, with any situations for sake of
preserving public security and order, as well as for
facilitating traffic flow and providing facilities to the
nationals and residents, he affirmed in a press state-
ment. The ministry will stage intensive patrols and
deploy units at road intersections to take instant action
against reckless conducts and behaviors, he warns.
Najda Police are also involved in the extraordinary law
and order operation. He has revealed that up to 5,292
personnel and 1,619 vehicles will be deployed for exe-
cuting the special plan during the national occasions.
Brig Kanderi urged citizens and expatriates to cooper-
ate with the security and traffic forces for sake of
keeping public safety. — KUNA
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Kuwait attends
political-security
talks in Washington
WASHINGTON: Kuwait ’s  Assistant  Foreign
Minister for the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Office Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-

Mohammad Al-Sabah and Assistant  Foreign
Minister for the Americas and Plenipotentiary
Minister Reem Al-Khaled attended the Middle East
Strategic All iance Polit ical and Security Pil lar
Consultations between the GCC, Egypt, Jordan and
the US. The talks, held in Washington, discussed
means to boost cooperation and coordination
between these countries in all domains, particularly
politics and security. They were also attended by
Brig Gen Mohammad Al-Dhafiri and Lt Col Sheikh
Sabah Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and
other senior officials. — KUNA

WASHINGTON: A group picture of officials attending the Middle East Strategic Alliance Political and Security Pillar
Consultations between the GCC, Egypt, Jordan and the US. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Inter Parliamentary Union (IPU) deputy head of UN affairs commit-
tee Safaa Al-Hashem attends a meeting of IPU’s Standing Committee on UN
Affairs. — KUNA

Gulf militaries take
part in joint drills in
Saudi Arabia
RIYADH: The Gulf Cooperation Council army,
navy and air forces are taking part in the two-week
‘Joint Peninsula Shield 10’ military drills held in
Saudi Arabia’s Eastern Region, the Saudi military
said yesterday. The exercises aim to improve coor-
dination, exchange expertise and raise efficiency
between the neighbouring Gulf states’ militaries,
Joint Forces Commander Maj Gen Abdullah Al-
Qahtani told Saudi News Agency (SPA). Kuwait’s
military had announced on Wednesday that its units
departed the country to join its Gulf counterparts.
The “huge and advanced exercises,” which include
academic and wartime scenario-based training, aim
to prepare the troops in handling different situa-
tions in order to ensure regional and global security
and stability, added the commander. — KUNA


