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Amir heads to Egypt today to
take part in Arab-EU summit

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is heading with an official accompany-
ing delegation to Egypt today to participate in the Arab-
European summit, scheduled to take place in the city of
Sharm El-Sheikh. 

The EU-Arab summit is held amid aspirations to
strengthen bilateral cooperation between the Arab League
and the European Union to promote regional and interna-
tional security and stability. The two-day summit is the
first of its kind between the two sides, especially in light of
their emphasis on the importance of dialogue between the
Arab and European regions. Egypt’s President Abdel
Fattah Al-Sisi, whose country is hosting the summit,
stressed that this is an “excellent opportunity” to find
common ground to address regional issues. “The Arab
world is Europe’s first partner,” Sisi said during a meeting
at the Munich Security Conference last week. Sisi noted
that Sharm El-Sheikh summit is an “important step” for the
development of relations between the two sides, pointing
out that stability and security in the Arab region is affected
by stability and security in Europe.

Greater cooperation
Klaus Iohannis, the current president of the European

Union, also stressed the importance of the first EU-Arab
summit in light of the need for deeper and greater cooper-
ation. Iohannis affirmed that it is time to hold a summit of
European and Arab leaders, expressing optimism that all
problems could be resolved through joint action and dia-
logue on regional crises, migration, economic development
and security cooperation. On February 17, the European
Union said that the EU-Arab summit, to be held under the
chairmanship of Egyptian President and European Council
President Donald Tusk, aims to strengthen relations
between the two sides. The summit will focus on a number
of common issues and challenges, the most important of
which are multilateralism, trade, investment, migration and
security, in addition to the situation in the region, said the
EU in statement.

Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul Gheit
said in a joint press conference at the end of the Brussels
meeting that the two sides pledged to make additional

efforts to ensure the implementation of UN resolutions, the
Security Council and various related initiatives, especially
the Arab peace initiative in the Middle East. EU High
Representative for Foreign, Political and Security Affairs
Federica Mogherini affirmed that the two sides “agree” on
95 percent of all issues under discussion. During the press
conference, Mogherini pointed to the “conformity” of the
positions of the EU and the Arab League on the most
important current regional crises, noting that the two
sides agreed on finding a political solution to the crisis in
Syria and their adherence to the two-state solution in the
Middle East peace process. She noted that the ministers

focused in the joint meeting, which she described as
“good and constructive” on the regional and international
challenges facing the two parties, including “terrorism,”
climate change, migration and the human rights situation
in the world.

Kuwait participated in the joint ministerial meeting in
Brussels with a delegation headed by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. The EU-Arab summit is likely to address
a number of regional issues and common challenges
affecting the Arab and European regions such as the situa-
tion in Libya, the Syrian crisis, the peace process, combat-
ing terrorism and illegal immigration, as well as ways to
enhance cooperation between the two sides in various
fields. Observers see the importance of establishing the
first EU-Arab summit bases of institutional and permanent
cooperation between the two sides in the framework of a

strong partnership that meets the aspirations and interests
of both sides to promote peace, security and prosperity in
the two regions. 

New horizon 
The meeting of European and Arab leaders in Sharm

El-Sheikh is historic in all sense of the word. The summit
between the 28-member European Union and the 22-
member League of Arab States (LAS) will bring togeth-
er for the first time ever heads of state or government

from both sides. Mogherini lamented in a recent press
conference in Brussels that “with the League of Arab
states we never had a summit before and this is the para-
dox of our region.”

“This is our closest partner in terms of regional
dimension, in terms of geography, history and cultures,”
she said and noted that the EU holds regular summit with
Asia, African Union, Latin America, China and the US, but
“we never had a summit with the Arab world.” A senior
EU official told journalists in Brussels Friday that leaders
from both sides will seek to strengthen Arab-European
ties. They will address a wide range of issues and com-
mon challenges, such as multilateralism, trade and invest-
ment, migration, security, the situation in the region
including Palestine, Syria, Yemen, Libya.

The official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said
that 24 EU leaders out of 28 will be present at the Sharm
El-Sheikh a clear indication of the high importance and
value that Europe is attaching to the two-day meeting.
Tusk will represent the EU along with the European
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker. Mogherini
and the EU Commissioner for European Neighborhood
Policy and Enlargement Johannes Hahn will also attend
the summit.

A common past, geographical proximity and interde-
pendence have contributed to strengthen cooperation
between the EU and the Arab world. Working together
will also further enhance the multilateral, rules based
global order, said the official. “The key word is engage-
ment and this summit is not against anybody,” clarified the
official. “We do not see eye-to-eye on all issues as we see
reality in different terms. But we agree that there can be
no military solutions (to the regional crises),” said the EU
official. The two sides are working on the text for the final
statement expected to be released by the summit. Foreign
ministers from the EU and the LAS held a meeting in
Brussels on February 4, 2019 to prepare for the summit.
“Whatever happens in the Arab world affects Europeans
and whatever happens in Europe affects the Arab world.
We have the responsibility of joining forces to find com-
mon solutions to common challenges,” Mogherini told
reporters after that meeting. — KUNA

Sharm El-Sheikh summit to open new horizon in Arab-Europe relations
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Tunisian
President
thanks Kuwait
for support
TUNIS: Tunisian President Beji Caid
Essebsi on Friday thanked Kuwait for the
support it gives to Tunisia to achieve suc-
cess in democracy and economic growth.
The Tunisian Presidency said in a release,
during the reception of Kuwait’s First

Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah, that the bilateral ties between
the two countries are firm and dominated
by affection. It noted that Kuwait has an
important role in supporting the Tunisian
economy in general and the Tunisian
tourism sector in particular. 

Meanwhile, Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah expressed his apprecia-
tion to the fraternal ties between Kuwait
and Tunisia, and he also showed confidence
in Tunisia to defeat all the challenges it
faces. The meeting was attended by
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Tunisia Ali Al-
Dhafiri, and Tunisian Ambassador to
Kuwait Ahmad Al-Sagheer. — KUNA

Kuwait regrets
critical conditions
in Central Africa
NEW YORK: Kuwait has voiced regret at very
critical conditions in Central African Republic
where half of the population are in dire and
urgent need for humanitarian aid — a country
where security has remained largely fragile
despite noticeable conciliation efforts among
warring parties. The number of people, half of
whom children, who need assistance and pro-
tection in the CAR, has recently climbed from
2.5 million to 2.9 million, 16 percent higher as
compared to figures of the same period in 2017,
said Kuwait’s Permanent Representative at the
United Nations, Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi, during a session of the UN Security
Council (UNSC) on the African country, held
late on Thursday.

“Considering the fact that the most signifi-
cant development in the CAR since last UNSC
session to debate conditions in that country, on
February 7, 2019, was the inking of the concili-
ation agreement by the CAR Government with
the 14 armed groups and representatives of the
civil society, I join those (states) that have
expressed satisfaction for inking this accord
officially on February 6, 2019, under umbrella
of the African Union, according to the African
initiative for peace and reconciliation, with
backing and facil it ies from the United
Nations,” said Otaibi.

Ambassador Otaibi expressed gratitude to
the Sudanese Government for hosting negotia-
tions in Khartoum on January 24-February 5,
2019, and expressed hope that the deal would
end armed strife that have been witnessed in the
republic since 2012. He lauded the stakeholders’
decision to establish a follow-up mechanism to
oversee effective implementation of the political
concord. There have been positive develop-
ments with respect of some African strife, he
said, singling out the conciliation efforts
between Ethiopia and Eritrea, also observing
that there has been noticeable stability in

Somalia, a concord worked out for South Sudan,
security improvement in Darfur, first peaceful
power transition in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, along with emerging chances to estab-
lish peace in North Libya.

“These positive winds that constitute a glim-
mer of hope in the African continent could not
have been available without efforts by the
African Union, regional organizations, desire of
the African states’ governments to attain devel-
opment and enforce tangible security, with UN
support, and undoubtedly due to the coopera-
tion by the regional states among themselves,”
Otaibi continued.

The Kuwaiti representative hoped coopera-
tion among concerned parties would proceed till
establishing a comprehensive and lasting peace
in all regions of the CAR that are rich in natural
and human resources, so that people may enjoy
security and stability and capitalize on progress
and development efforts in the run-up to presi-
dential election the years 2020 and 2021.
Nevertheless, violent incidents in the CAR
remain a significant challenge to the govern-
ment, Otaibi said, affirming that, in spite of the
political progress, conditions in the CAR capital,
Bangui, and some regions in the African repub-
lic, have remained unstable.

Since flare-up of violence in the CAR in 2013,
security conditions in the African country have
remained alarming due to escalation of clashes

among the warring armed groups and parties, as
a result of inflammatory rhetoric of hatred, reli-
gious and sectarian incitement, he adds.
Moreover, he expressed concern due to the
recurring violations and attacks by radical
armed groups on UN staff and the UN mission
entrusted with seeking stability in the republic,
as well as workers of philanthropic agencies.

Ambassador Otaibi strongly denounced
these assaults, some of which have targeted
Muslims and their religious symbols and sacred
worshipping places. Equally, he condemned all
attacks on peoples of diverse religions and their
sacred shrines and places where they practice
their rituals. The senior Kuwaiti diplomat
expressed support for efforts by the CAR
authorities to halt armed action, educate the
people to restrain the rhetoric of hatred and
bolster the principle of peaceful co-existence
among all segments of the society. Furthermore,
Otaibi affirmed that the government must bring
to account all culprits of violence, cancel the
culture of pardoning criminals, urgently, and
prosecuting them for sake of conserving the
peace. If the efforts of dialogue culminate with
success and sustainable concord among all the
political parties in the CAR, there will be posi-
tive impact on the humanitarian, economic and
conditions as well as development in the coun-
try, in addition to return of the displaced and the
refugees, he has concluded. — KUNA

Saudi Arabia
honors
Kuwaiti singer
RIYADH: Saudi Deputy Minister of Culture
Hamed bin Mohammad honored Kuwaiti

veteran singer Abdulkareem Abdulqader at
the Maraya Theater, part of the Winter at
Tantora Festival at Al-Ula County. A per-
formance by singers Majed Al-Muhandes
and Rashed Al-Majed, who also sang some
of Abdulqader’s songs, was held in honor
of the Kuwaiti singer. Winter at Tantora
began on December 19, and hosted many
artists and singers, including Andrea
Bocelli, Yanni, Omar Khairat, Majda Al-
Rooumi and Mohammad Abdo. — KUNA

TUNIS: Tunisian President Beji Caid Essebsi meets with Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

RIYADH: Kuwaiti singer Abdulkareem Abdulqader is honored during the Winter at Tantora
Festival in Saudi Arabia. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard’s (KNG) training and operations commander Major General Faleh Shoja’ Faleh and a number of KNG offi-
cers recently visited the King Fahad exhibition at Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center.

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative at the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks
during the session of the UN Security Council (UNSC) on Central African Republic. — KUNA


