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PARIS: Break-dancing is set to make its debut as an
Olympic sport at Paris 2024, the head of the local or-
ganizing committee said yesterday. Skateboarding,
sport climbing and surfing, which have already been
added to the program for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics,
have been invited to return in Paris four years later.
Tony Estanguet, the head of the Paris 2024 organizing
committee and a former Olympic gold medalist in ca-
noeing, said the inclusion of the four sports responded
to a need to make the Olympics “more urban” and
“more artistic”.

“This is a major step for-
ward in our ambition to or-
ganize a unique Olympic
Games,” Estanguet said.
“Right from the beginning,
our aim was to offer Games
that would have an impact
and the element of surprise.
“This is why we have cho-
sen to present the IOC with
four sports that are as cre-
ative as spectacular, geared towards youth and com-
pletely in line with our vision.  “They reflect perfectly
Paris 2024’s identity.” The choice of the four sports still
needs to be rubberstamped by the International
Olympic Committee.

Squash misses out 
Break-dancing, known as breaking, appeared at

the 2018 Youth Olympics in Buenos Aires, in the form

of head-to-head “battles”. Russia’s Sergei Cherny-
shev, competing under the nickname Bumblebee, won
the first break-dancing gold medal for boys in that
event, while Japan’s Ramu Kawai won the girls’ title.
The IOC had announced that the number of competi-
tors at Paris 2024 would be restricted to 10,500,
which limited the scope to add sports. 

But the organizers said the inclusion of the four
sports in Paris would not necessitate the construction
of permanent facilities and would involve just 248
competitors, of which 32 would be in break-dancing.

The surfing events are likely
to be held in established
surf centers such as Biarritz
or Lacanau in southwest
France. “It is an incredible
honor and privilege that, for
the first time, a dance disci-
pline is being considered
for inclusion in the Olympic
Games. It is a humbling ex-
perience for all members

and supporters of DanceSport,” said Shawn Tay, the
president of the World DanceSport Federation.

He predicted that, if included, breaking would be
“an outstanding success”. The inclusion of break-
dancing at Paris 2024 means that squash has missed
out, to the deep disappointment of the sport’s gov-
erning bodies. In a joint statement, the World
Squash Federation (WSF) and the Professional
Squash Association (PSA) said: “We truly believe

squash could seamlessly integrate into the Olympic
program with minimal costs and an optimized pool
of participants.” Paris organizers also announced

that members of the public will be able to run the
marathon course on the same day as the event, after
the Olympic race. —AFP
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MONTPELLIER: In this file photo, members of Mortal Kombat crew from Japan perform during the first part of
the “Battle of the Year”, an international competition of breakdance (Boty), at Arena in Montpellier. Break-
dancing, skateboarding, climbing and surfing have been invited to join the 2024 Paris Olympics, the head of
the local organizing committee said yesterday. —AFP

Hamilton predicts 
‘most challenging 
season’
MONTMELO: Lewis Hamilton says he’s feeling “better than
ever” ahead of a 2019 season he predicts will be “the most chal-
lenging” since he joined Mercedes with Ferrari looking espe-
cially fast. The 34-year-old Briton enjoyed a near flawless run
to secure his fifth drivers’ title in 2018. He won 11 of the 21 races
to beat Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel with two races to spare, and
he expects the Italian marque to once again keep him on his
toes. “Ferrari are very strong,” Hamilton said in Barcelona on
the third day of pre-season testing on Wednesday with Daniil
Kvyat in a Toro Rosso topping the times from the Ferrari of Kimi
Raikkonen. “It appears they have a better package than last
year, which means it will be a bigger challenge for us,” he sug-
gested. “In the last few years, Ferrari has looked good from the
very beginning so that’s to be expected.”

But he said it would be a mistake to draw any hard and fast
conclusions from the evidence thrown up by testing. “We’ll have
a better idea I guess this time next week where we stand but
still then we won’t know what fuel loads everybody is on and
who is showing their cars and who isn’t.” Hamilton, with a new
two-year deal that will earn him £40 million ($52 million) a sea-
son, is buzzing after the winter recess. “I feel in the best shape
that I’ve been in,” he assured his fans, as he embarks on his
quest for a sixth championship and record sixth consecutive
constructors’ crown for Mercedes. —AFP

Free spirit Lyles 
hip-hopping 
along medal trail
CLERMONT: The rain buffets the training camp tent as Noah Lyles
offers up a hip-hop song that has been on his mind. The steady
rhythm of the rain and the American sprinter’s rapping travel to a
different beat, as does Lyles, who, with Usain Bolt’s retirement, has
become one of the most talked-about athletes in track and field. Just
21 years old, he relishes running and a multitude of other activities,
too many some have told him.

But this is Lyles, the free spirit who in the past few months has
strolled down the runway at a Paris fashion show, painted his own spe-
cial touch on a pair of shoes for his mother’s birthday and offered up
designs for Boston Marathon T-shirts. He has also cut extended play
versions of his favorite hip-hop music and found time to become the
man experts predict will be the next 200m gold medalist at Septem-
ber’s world championships in Doha and the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. “I
am really just being me,” Lyles, who has never competed in a world
championships or Olympics, told Reuters after a long workout. “I have
always been into art, I have always been into clothes and recently it
(music) has become one of my favorite hobbies,” he said.

“I have always liked things that had to do with sound and making
something beautiful in any form of art. “Running has just come nat-
urally and now that I have a great coach and amazing staff and a
great mom, it has come easier and easier and more fun.” There is no
doubt about the fun part and his success in the 200m in which he
has not lost since 2016. And victory usually means a show, maybe a
few back flips or special dance moves. “Too many people go out and
they are just here to get business done,” the twice Diamond League
200m champion said. “When you put on a show, you are expressing
your inner emotion, you are expressing what you love, the love you

have for the sport, the love you have for your life, the love you have
for the people who helped you get there,” he added. “Just running,
that’s boring.” But boring would never be a word to describe this
former high jumper who forsook the family tradition of being 400m
runners to learn the short sprints.

Another Bolt?
Always animated and outgoing, the combination, along with his

speed, brings out comparisons with Bolt, especially since their events
are the 100 and 200m and Bolt and Lyles are the only two sprinters
to run four 200m in 19.7 seconds or less in the same season. Yet
Lance Brauman, Lyles’s coach, frowns at such comparisons. “There
might be some similarities,” the coach told Reuters. “But there are
similarities in different ways with a lot of different guys. I want him
to be the first Noah Lyles.” That would suit Lyles just fine.

“They (the media) are always going to be looking for the next
something,” said the sprinter who has personal bests of 19.65 in the
200m and 9.88 in the 100m. “I say wait, somebody is going to pull
it out,” he said, predicting Bolt’s seemingly invincible 100 meters
world record of 9.58 and 200m mark of 19.19 would eventually fall.
“If I didn’t think that, I wouldn’t be here right now. I have dreams
where I run 9.41. I have ideas where I run 18 seconds. But truthfully
you are just going to wait.” The Jamaican and the American have
met only once. “We were both in the doctor’s office in 2017,” Lyles
said. “He looked more beat up than me so I just decided I was going
to go say ‘Hey, you are an amazing athlete’. I just left it at that.”

Brotherly dream
Lyles and his younger brother Josephus, a talented 400m runner,

live together in a new home in Clermont. Josephus is the cook and
enforcer. “If it was up to him we would probably eating cereal every
night,” Josephus said. Boxes of running shoes occupy one closet and
upstairs there is what Noah calls his creative room. A full array of
paints sit beside a table and Noah the rapper records his hip-hop in
his own little studio. “I loved music since I was little,” Lyles said. “I
always listen to different things, find different artists, songs that ex-
press emotion.” —AFP
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