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DETROIT: Patrick Kane scored his second goal of
the game at 2:42 of overtime and the visiting
Chicago Blackhawks won for the 10th time in 12
games, topping the Detroit Red Wings 5-4 on
Wednesday. Kane stretched his point streak to 19
games, an NHL high this season. However, his assists
streak ended at 17 consecutive games, tied for the
third-longest such streak in NHL history. In OT,
Kane fired a shot from the right circle past goal-
tender Jonathan Bernier after passes from Erik
Gustafsson and Jonathan Toews. Artem Anisimov,
Brandon Saad and Alex DeBrincat also scored for
Chicago, which squandered a 4-1 lead in the third
period. Gustafsson had three assists. Dylan Larkin
and Andreas Athanasiou scored two goals apiece for
Detroit. Anthony Mantha assisted on all four goals.

Bruins 3, Golden Knights 2 (SO)
David Backes scored in the sixth round of the

shootout to give the Boston Bruins their seventh
consecutive victory, a 3-2 win over the Vegas
Golden Knights on Wednesday night in Las Vegas.
Jake DeBrusk scored in the first round of the
shootout for the Bruins but was matched in the next
round by William Karlsson of the Golden Knights.
After Boston goalie Jaroslav Halak made a pad save
on Oscar Lindberg to begin the sixth round, Backes
followed with a wrist shot past Vegas goalie Marc-
Andre Fleury’s glove and inside the right post for
the game winner. Brad Marchand and DeBrusk
scored goals for Boston, which improved to 9-0-3
since the All-Sta0072 break. Halak had 31 saves
while improving to 7-0-2 against the Pacific Divi-
sion this season.

Reilly Smith had a goal and an assist and Nate

Schmidt also scored for Vegas. Fleury, making his
NHL-leading 52nd start, finished with 25 saves but
was denied for the fourth straight time at recording
his 30th victory of the season. DeBrusk gave Boston
a 1-0 lead midway through the first period with his
19th goal of the season, taking a crossing pass in the
slot from David Krejci and then spinning around de-
fenseman Shea Theodore and firing a shot past
Fleury’s glove side. It marked the fifth straight game
that DeBrusk has scored a goal.

Vegas tied it just before the end of the period
when Smith tapped in a rebound of a Cody Eakin
shot for his first goal in 13 games and 10th of the
season. Marchand gave the Bruins a 2-1 lead at the
1:09 mark of the third period, one-timing a pass
from Danton Heinen from the high slot past Fleury’s
glove side. It was his fifth goal in seven games and
also the 250th of his career. But Schmidt tied it up
just 27 seconds later, taking a pass from Smith at
center ice and then deking defenseman Charlie
McAvoy inside the blue line before beating Halak
with a forehand shot top shelf. 

Avalanche 7, Jets 1
Nathan MacKinnon and Matt Calvert scored

11 seconds apart to open Colorado’s five-goal
third period in a rout of Winnipeg at Denver. Carl
Soderberg and Tyson Jost each had a goal and
two assists for Colorado, Gabriel Landeskog
added a goal and an assist, and Mikko Rantanen
and A.J. Greer also scored. Semyon Varlamov had
26 saves for the Avalanche, who have won con-
secutive games for the first time since winning six
in a row in November. Kyle Connor had a goal and
Connor Hellebuyck stopped 39 shots for the Jets,

who have lost six of their past eight (2-4-2).

Flames 4, Islanders 2
Austin Czarnik and Johnny Gaudreau scored

third-period goals 29 seconds apart to break open
a tie game, and host Calgary beat New York for its
third consecutive win. With the score tied 2-2,
Czarnik netted the game-winning goal at 6:10 of
the third. The fortuitous tally went off a defender

and into the net to give Czarnik goals in three
straight games. On a power play right after, Gau-
dreau wired a slap shot for his 30th of the season,
which matches his career high. Mike Smith made
17 saves for the Flames, who blew a 2-0 lead be-
fore recovering. Mikael Backlund and Travis Ha-
monic scored for Calgary in the first minute. Casey
Cizikas and Anders Lee found the net for the Is-
landers. —Agencies

Kane and Blackhawks keep 
rolling, beat Red Wings 5-4

Backes lifts Bruins to 7th straight win in SO

DETROIT: Dylan Strome No 17 of the Chicago Blackhawks battles for the puck with Filip Hronek No 17 of the
Detroit Red Wings during the third period at Little Caesars Arena on February 20, 2019 in Michigan. —AFP

IAAF clears 21 
Russians to 
compete as neutrals
PARIS: The International Association of Athletics Feder-
ations (IAAF) said yesterday it had cleared 21 Russian ath-
letes to return to international events, albeit competing
under a neutral banner and not representing Russia. Ath-
letics’ governing body banned Russia in November 2015
because of evidence of state-sponsored doping, but Russ-
ian athletes cleared by the IAAF can compete as neutrals.

“The IAAF Doping Review Board has agreed that the
applications of 21 Russian athletes have met the excep-
tional eligibility criteria to compete in international com-
petition as neutral athletes in 2019,” the IAAF said. “The
application process for athletes seeking neutral status
in international competitions in 2019 opened in Decem-
ber 2018. The Doping Review Board is prioritizing,
wherever possible, applications from athletes wishing to
compete in the current indoor season.” The 21 athletes
will now be eligible for the March 1-3 European Indoor
Championships in Glasgow and the March 9-10 Euro-
pean Throwing cup in Samorin, Slovakia. —AFP

Stricker named 
US 2020 Ryder 
Cup captain
NEW YORK: Steve Stricker will captain the US 2020 Ryder Cup
team, vowing Wednesday to do everything he can to help the Amer-
icans regain the coveted trophy from Europe. Stricker, 51, becomes
the first US Ryder Cup captain never to have won a major champi-
onship. But 14-time major winner Tiger Woods lauded the appoint-
ment, saying Stricker was “the overwhelming choice” of the selection
committee on which Woods himself served. 

PGA of America President Suzy Whaley confirmed the appoint-
ment at a press conference with Stricker in Milwaukee, Wisconsin-
Stricker’s home state where the 2020 Ryder Cup will be held at
Whistling Straits. “I’m very passionate about this competition,” an
emotional Stricker said. “We want to win this more than ever. I want
to help any way I can.” The Americans were routed 17 1/2-10 1/2
last September in France. The Europeans have won four of the past
five editions of the biennial match-play showdown.

Stricker, who won three, lost seven and halved one in three Ryder
Cups as a player, was a member of the 2014 task force that revamped
the US Ryder Cup program and has served as a vice-captain for the
past three editions. He served as the 2017 Presidents Cup captain
when the hosts won over an International side at Liberty National.
Stricker said he was confident the US team could bounce back from
their thrashing in France last year. “While we were disappointed with
the result in Paris, I am confident the setback will fuel our prepara-
tions for what will take place at Whistling Straits. 

“Europe’s talent will present a great challenge, but we will be
focused on what we can accomplish together in 2020 in my home
state, in front of a loyal legion of sports fans in Wisconsin. It’s
going to be a memorable week.” Whaley praised Stricker’s “won-
derful ability to connect with players of all ages”. Woods, speaking
in Mexico City where he was preparing for the start on Thursday
of the WGC-Mexico Championship, said Stricker’s ability to com-
municate with players was just one of his many qualifications for
the job. “What he has done as the leader both in the Presidents
Cups and Ryder Cups has been tremendous and we just thought
that with his leadership and the way the guys follow Stricks, that
he would be the best captain there is for 2020,” Woods said. 

‘Fiery’ leader
“The players were unanimous, they wanted him on as their

team leader and we felt the same way on the committee. “Every-
one knows he’s such a nice guy but beneath all of that exterior is
this fieriness and this competitiveness and he’s also one of the
more detail-oriented guys that we know of. “He’s very good at
communicating with the guys, getting their opinions but putting
his foot down when he has to.”

Stricker’s first move as skipper was to name Jim Furyk, who
captained the US team in France, as one of his assistants. The
system by which players earn the eight automatic berths on the
team will remain the same, but in once change to team selection
announced Wednesday, Stricker will announce all four of his
captain’s selections on September 1, 2020, immediately after the
US PGA Tour’s Tour Championship. Ireland’s Padraig Harrington
was named European captain last month. He is a three-time
major champion who won nine, lost 13 and halved one in six
Ryder Cups from 1999-2010 and was an assistant on Europe’s
past three teams. —AFP 


