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WASHINGTON: US authorities imposed sanctions Wednesday on an
Indian man and his parents for their roles in an alleged global smuggling
network for heroin, opioids and other drugs.

The US Treasury Department said Jasmeet Hakimzada, who lives in
the United Arab Emirates, is a “significant foreign narcotics trafficker”
who since 2008 has laundered hundreds of millions of dollars.

“Hakimzada’s global drug trafficking and money laundering network
has been involved in smuggling heroin and synthetic opioids around the
world,” Sigal Mandelker, the Treasury’s undersecretary for terrorism
and financial intelligence, said in a statement. “This action is a result of
years of effort with our US and foreign partners.”

Treasury designated Hakimzada’s parents, who also live in the UAE,
as traffickers, describing the father as his “primary” trafficking and laun-
dering partner and the mother as an officer for two front companies in
India. Hakimzada has allegedly smuggled heroin, cocaine, ephedrine, ke-
tamine and synthetic opioids into the United States, Australia, New
Zealand, and the United Kingdom, Treasury said.—AFP
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WASHINGTON: North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un must make a “meaningful” gesture if he
wants to see sanctions lifted, US President Don-
ald Trump said Wednesday ahead of a second
summit between the two men.  “The sanctions
are on in full. I haven’t taken sanctions off,”
Trump told reporters at the White House.

“I’d love to be able to, but in order to do that,
we have to do something that’s meaningful on
the other side.” Trump and Kim are due to meet
in Hanoi next week to discuss progress on the
issue of North Korea’s nuclear program since
they first met in Singapore last year. 

“Chairman Kim and I have a very good rela-
tionship. I wouldn’t be surprised to see some-
thing work out,” Trump said, without providing
further details. Trump reiterated his view that
North Korea has “great” potential for economic
development and suggested the Vietnam summit
would not be the last. At their landmark meeting
in Singapore last year, the US and North Korean
leaders produced a vaguely worded document
in which Kim pledged to work toward “the de-
nuclearization of the Korean peninsula.” But
progress has since stalled, with the two sides
disagreeing over what that means.

Trump on Tuesday said that while he hoped
his next meeting with Kim would yield much
progress, he was also in “no rush” for results.

The two men are set to meet in Hanoi on Feb-
ruary 27-28. White House spokeswoman Sarah
Sanders meanwhile said Trump spoke by phone
with Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and the

two men “reaffirmed their commitment to
achieving the final, fully verified denuclearization
of” North Korea.  HANOI: Kim Jong Ale? Rock
It, Man? Or how about a glass of Peace Negro-
niations? Bars in Vietnam’s capital are cashing
in on the second summit between US President
Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un next week with special concoctions to
mark the high-stakes diplomacy.

“This beer was inspired by the pure streams
of Mount Paektu between North Korea and
China,” Nguyen Thi Huong Anh, manager of
Hanoi’s Standing Bar, said of the “Kim Jong Ale”,
brewed especially for the summit. The mountain
is the highest on the Korean peninsula at about
2,750 metres (9,000 ft) and the official birth-
place of the late North Korean leader, Kim Jong
Il. “It’s a volcano so the beer has a hot and spicy
flavor with a soft and fresh aftertaste,” Anh said.

Trump and Kim will meet on Feb. 27-28, fol-
lowing up on their historic first summit in Singa-
pore in June, when they pledged to work
towards the complete denuclearisation of the
Korean peninsula. Enterprising businesses hope
to cash in on the occasion.

One Hanoi barber is offering free haircuts to
anyone wanting to copy Trump and Kim’s dis-
tinctive locks.

But as in Singapore, where bars mixed up all
kinds of concoctions to mark the event, it’s
Hanoi’s bars and pubs where folks are getting
creative this time too. Perhaps not surprisingly,
Korea’s favorite soju spirit has emerged as the

ingredient of choice in Hanoi.
The Tannin Wine Bar In Hanoi’s old quarter is

offering the “Peace Negroniations”, a summit-
inspired take on the classic Negroni cocktail,
made with pink-grapefruit flavoured soju, ver-
mouth and a drop of Angostura bitters, manager
Antoine Ursat told Reuters.

“I hope all the delegations come here and
have a cocktail,” Ursat said. “It’ll facilitate the
negotiations - after one or two drinks it’s more
easy to talk”. The bitters reminded him of Trump,
he said. The nearby Unicorn Pub is offering a

special summit drink named “Rock It, Man”,
which includes soju, bourbon and Fireball Cin-
namon Whisky, along with pineapple juice,
vanilla and grenadine.

“The Fireball is as strong as Trump. It’s sweet
but it’s also very fiery,” said the pub’s co-owner,
Trinh Xuan Dieu. “When you drink it, it tastes
really hot at first but it ends with sweetness.”

And the name of the concoction? Before they
broke the ice at their Singapore summit, Trump
mocked Kim and his efforts to build nuclear mis-
siles by calling him “Rocket Man”. — Reuters
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HANOI: A Vietnamese woman rides her bicycle past the Metropole Hotel in Hanoi yesterday ahead of
the second summit between US President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. — AFP

WASHINGTON: The fate of Acting Defense Secretary
Patrick Shanahan was thrown into the spotlight Wednes-
day following media reports of a fraught discussion he had
with senior US lawmakers over Syria. The exchange took
place on the sidelines of the Munich Security Conference
last weekend, where politicians grilled Shanahan on Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s contentious decision to withdraw US
forces from Syria.

Many in Trump’s own Republican Party have ques-
tioned the wisdom of the move, which the president an-
nounced in December after declaring victory over the
Islamic State group in Syria-where thousands of jihadists
remain and fighting continues around their last holdout.

According to The Washington Post, Republican Senator
Lindsey Graham, the leader of a delegation of lawmakers
who had gone to Munich, asked Shanahan if he had told
European allies that the US troop presence would be zero
by April 30. “Yes, that’s been our direction,” Shanahan re-
portedly said.

“That’s the dumbest fucking idea I’ve ever heard,” Gra-
ham told the Post he had responded.

Shanahan had been trying to convince allies to maintain

a troop presence in Syria after the US pulls out, but strug-
gled to persuade other countries why they should risk
their forces with America gone.

Conservative news outlet Breitbart, which had been
traveling with Graham in Europe, gave a similar account
of the exchange. A US official told AFP that Graham’s out-
rage was aimed more at Trump’s withdrawal plans than it
was at Shanahan himself.

Graham reportedly described a number of possible
outcomes for a precipitous US withdrawal, including a
Turkish attack on US-backed Kurdish forces and a
resurgence of IS.

“If the policy is going to be that we are leaving by April
30, I am now your adversary, not your friend,” Graham re-
portedly told Shanahan.  Shanahan would need Senate
confirmation if he is to lose his “acting” prefix. The former
Boeing executive was previously deputy Pentagon chief
until his predecessor Jim Mattis quit amid Trump’s Syria
decision and other disagreements. 

Shanahan took the Pentagon helm January 1 but has so
far not been nominated to become permanent defense
secretary, and several other names have been floated in
Washington circles as potential candidates. Shanahan’s
spokesman Joe Buccino said the closed-door meeting be-
tween his boss and the US politicians was broadly “a pos-
itive, productive discussion on a wide range of global
topics.”

Shanahan’s trip to Europe, which marked his interna-
tional debut as Pentagon chief, saw him also visit
Afghanistan, where Trump wants to slash the US troop
presence.  — AFP 
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