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Commerce minister urges Iraqi 
merchants to invest in Kuwait 

BAGHDAD: Kuwait’s Minister of Commerce and
Industry Khalid Al-Roudhan affirmed yesterday
that the business environment in his country con-
tinues to improve toward becoming an attractive
destination for foreign investments. Roudhan
made his remarks on the sidelines of taking part
in a joint dialogue symposium with his Iraqi
counterpart Mohammed Al-Ani and a number of
Kuwaiti state officials and prominent Iraqi busi-
nessmen Wednesday night.

The recent amendments and changes in
Kuwaiti laws, particularly investment, made direct
investment easier and more attractive for foreign
merchants to increase their business ventures in
the country, he said. He affirmed his ministry’s as-
piration to establish a number of new laws aimed
to boost efforts toward transforming Kuwait into
major financial and commercial hub in the region.

Meanwhile, the event highlighted significant
key features of the Kuwaiti investment encour-
agement law, as well as business opportunities
available for foreign investors inside Kuwait. The
Kuwaiti officials affirmed their government has
succeeded in improving the business environ-
ment in the country by recently attracting more
foreign capitals, adding such a significant effort
is part of Kuwait’s 2035 vision. They also said the
Kuwaiti market is currently more promising and

enjoys a higher purchasing power, adding it has
also become a center of attention for foreign
companies.  Moreover, the Kuwaiti-Iraqi sides
reviewed some the obstacles facing the growth
of business between them, and ways to overcome
those obstacles and increase investment oppor-
tunities in both markets. They also discussed
ways to enhance border ports between the two
countries, and ways to accommodate any future
development of business exchange between
them. Top Iraqi and Kuwaiti trade officials yes-
terday held a second round of discussions on
boosting commercial cooperation between the
two neighboring countries.

Earlier, Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul-
Mahdi hailed the special bonds and the huge
prospects for economic cooperation between
Iraq and Kuwait. In statements during his recep-
tion of Roudhan, Abdul-Mahdi described Iraqi-
Kuwaiti relations as special. They are
overwhelmed by cooperation, good intentions
and mutual desire to develop them in all domains
to serve stability, development and economic
prosperity, he pointed out.

The Iraqi premier said his country was mov-
ing steadily towards overcoming hardships of the
past and removing repercussions of the devas-
tating war. Iraq now was focusing on rebuilding

through cooperation with brothers and establish-
ment of economic and trade partnerships to ma-
terialize the interests of Iraqi people and other
peoples of the whole region, he clarified. He ex-
pressed readiness to buttress cooperation with
Kuwait and reinvigorate work at the border posts
and offer all facilities for investors.

Abdul-Mahdi expressed appreciation for HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah’s support for endeavors to expand coop-
eration with Iraq. Roudhan conveyed to the Iraqi
premier the greetings of HH the Amir and his re-
newed backing to stability and rebuilding in Iraq
as well all efforts exerted to help render Iraqi gov-
ernment plans successful. He voiced Kuwait’s de-
sire to upgrade trade exchange with Iraq, engage
the private sector of both countries and enter into
mutually beneficial partnerships. —KUNA 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi meets Kuwaiti Minister of Commerce and Industry
Khaled Al-Roudhan. — KUNA 

Iraqi PM: Great prospects for cooperation with Kuwait 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and his visiting Jordanian counterpart
Omar Al-Razaz yesterday discussed ways of strengthening
Kuwaiti-Jordanian relations. Both prime ministers also con-
sidered a set of regional and international issues and affairs
that concern both Arab countries. HH the Prime Minister
then held a luncheon banquet in honor of the Jordanian
guest and his accompanying delegation. The Jordanian pre-
mier then left Kuwait, concluding a short official visit to the
country. — KUNA Fire, security exercises held 

Kuwait, Jordan
eye closer ties 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate’s deputy director gen-
eral for the firefighting sector Maj Gen Jamal Al-Bulaihees at-
tended the Fazaa 2 exercise in Kabd held by the Kuwait search
and rescue team. The exercise was held under the leadership of
Lt Col Ahmad Askar in the presence and coordination of Lt Col
Abdelwahab Faras, head of the technical rescue team.

KFSD also carried out an exercise at the air navigation depart-
ment building, which is under the Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation, located near Kuwait airport, to gauge the fire teams’
preparedness to deal with accidents and emergencies. The exer-
cise simulated a chemical reaction in the ozone lab on the third
floor and was dealt with accordingly.

Protection and backup command carried out the Peninsula
Lion 3 exercises in the presence of National Guard Secretary
Lt Gen Hashim Al-Rifae. The exercise included three scenarios
- shooting at fixed and mobile targets; to activate the rain plan

to rescue those trapped in their vehicles; and professional train-
ing to fight terrorism.

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah and his visiting Jordanian counterpart Omar Al-Razaz are
seen during his departure after a short official visit to the country
yesterday. — KUNA 


