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Kuwait against moves to destroy 
Jerusalem’s Palestinian identity 

Otaibi renews Kuwait’s financial support for UNRWA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative at the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi. —KUNA 

NEW YORK: Kuwait affirmed its stance against
violations on Jerusalem with attempts to destroy
its Palestinian identity, calling on the interna-
tional community to stop siding with Israel on
the matter. The remarks were made by Kuwait’s
Permanent Representative at the UN Ambassa-
dor Mansour Al-Otaibi, during the United Na-
tions Security Council’s (UNSC) session on
Palestine late Wednesday. He spoke of the
UNSC’s resolutions number 476 and 478 and
the UN General Secretariat’s resolutions of 2017
against any action taken to affect Jerusalem’s
Palestinian identity.

Meanwhile, Otaibi noted the deteriorating
humanitarian conditions in Palestine due to the
Israeli occupation for over 50 years. He added
that a Palestinian family was kicked out of their
home last Monday, where they’ve been living
since 1951 by Israelis, in East Jerusalem. He

called on the UNSC to exert further efforts to
resolve the situation in the city, adding that sen-
ior Israeli officials are promoting hate speech
and making matters worse for Palestinians.

Violence against Palestinian civilians rose by
57 percent in 2018 according to UN statistics,
the ambassador said, noting that it is the inter-
national community’s responsibility to protect
them. The UNSC must take serious measures to
stop the Israeli violations and violence in accor-
dance with the international law. He said that 263
Palestinians including children were killed since
the beginning of the peaceful Great March of
Return in March last year. Otaibi renewed
Kuwait’s financial support for the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East (UNRWA). He also called on the
international community to take part in support-
ing the agency financially. — KUNA 

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti MP Safa Al-Hashem as-
serted yesterday the important role played by
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)
to help Palestinian refugees. UNRWA con-
tributed to the provision of humanitarian relief,
medical care, learning, and human rights for
more than five million Palestinian refugee,
Hashem, who is the Deputy Head of the Standing
Committee on the UN Affairs of the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union (IPU) noted.

In a statement to Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA), Hashem said that Kuwait’s contribu-
tions to UNRWA comes from the humanitarian
policy of Kuwait, drawn by HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. It works
within the framework of multilateral institu-
tional action to support the Palestinian refugee
under the supervision of the United Nations,
she added.

During her visit, MP Hashem met with the Di-
rector of the UNRWA Representative Office in
New York, Peter Mullerin. The meeting focused
on the importance of developing a mechanism
that would contributes to empower Palestinian
refugees, and invest in human resources to im-
prove the living standard inside camps. The
meeting also discussed the UN decision to stop
funding the UNRWA and the negative implica-
tions of this resolution on Palestinian refugees.

The issue of funding and supporting
(UNRWA) was of great interest to the Kuwaiti
delegation who participated in the 135th meeting
of the IPU in October, in which both Kuwaiti and
Jordanian delegations submitted a request for

the inclusion of an emergency item on behalf of
the Arab Group on the suspension of aid to
UNRWA. She stressed the importance of deliv-
ering the voice of UNRWA to all parliaments of
the world through the IPU platform in order to
continue to provide the necessary support to
the Palestinian refugees so that they can stand
on their own feet to build and develop their
homeland.

Hashem pointed out that UNRWA has an im-
pressive record of contributing to the education
of half a million Palestinian children in schools,
ensuring that millions of people enjoy health and
food, and helps alleviate the burden on the host
countries of the Palestinian refugee camps in
Jordan and Lebanon. She said Kuwait has con-
tinued its humanitarian role towards this impor-
tant agency, where it has made an extraordinary
contribution of USD 42.1 million recently, which
raised the total Kuwaiti contributions to
UNRWA’s budget for 2018 to USD 50 million.

On the other hand, Hashem participated in a
working lunch with the President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union Gabriela Cuevas Baron. The
luncheon was attended by IPU Permanent Rep-
resentatives that have a seat in the Executive
Committee. During the meeting, they exchanged
views on a number of issues in the United Na-
tions that are of interest to the IPU. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Algerian Minister of Finance Abdul-
rahman Rawia said yesteredy that the Kuwaiti-
Algeria Committee wrapped up its latest
meetings here today by signing four accords,
bringing number of the inked agreements be-
tween the two countries to 40. Minister Rawia,
in a statement to KUNA, said that the commit-
tee members discussed hurdles obstructing ef-
forts for boosting the bilateral relations, adding
that the regular holding of 10 sessions at this
level signaled the two countries’ serious ap-
proach toward boosting the bilateral economic
and commercial relations. All recommendations
of the 9th session, held in Algeria in Sept 2016,
were approved in the latest commission ses-

sions, he added. 
Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti ministry of finance

said in a press release that Minister of Finance
Nayef Al-Hajraf co-chaired the latest session
with his Algerian counterpart. The two sides
inked four accords and memos including one
dealing with infrastructural construction.
Moreover, a memo was inked by Boursa
Kuwait and the Algerian stock clearing com-
pany. Hajraf said that the memo signaled a new
chapter in bolstering cooperation in various
fields, namely the stock exchange. The com-
mission meetings kicked off on Feb 19 and con-
cluded yesterday. The 11th round will be held
in Algiers next year. — KUNA 

Kuwait, Algeria ink 40
accords, memorandums

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf and his Algerian counterpart Abdulrahman Rawia
sign 40 accords and memos yesterday. — AFP 

MP: UNRWA
plays major role in
helping Palestinian
refugees 

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti MP Safa Al-Hashem meets
UNRWA officials. — KUNA 


