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The role of digital and social in our lives:
the world wide web has opened up a
world of opportunities and information
for us everyday. But with this democratic
influx of information for us to benefit
from; there are also negative conse
quences impacting us and our most prized
possessions, our children and loved ones. 

Kids and online dangers: The Internet
translates itself as wonderful world for
our kids and child digital freedom is a
great idea in essence. They use it
every day for research, playing interac-
tive games, education and connecting

with their friends. But online access
also comes with risks, like inappropri-
ate content, cyberbullying and opening
a window for online predators to dis-
turb and violate. 

Educating and Supporting Parental con
trol: Zain is an advocate for internet safety
and is putting more importance in 2019
behind  the education and awareness of

cyberbullying for Kids. More so reaching
out to Parents and the wider society to
understand the dangers inappropriate con
tent and how we can better keep our fami
lies and children safe.

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s human
rights committee yesterday welcomed what
it called important developments in the inte-
rior ministry’s dealings with prisoners in the
country. Head of the committee MP Adel Al-
Damkhi said based on the panel’s recom-
mendations, the interior ministry has
allowed public attorneys to make weekly
visits to the central prison and the deporta-
tion center to listen to complaints from
inmates.

Damkhi described the move as a very
important development in improving the
human rights record at the central prison
and deportation center. The lawmaker also
said the interior minister has ordered min-

istry officials to provide the committee with
regular reports every three months on the
situation of prisoners and inmates at the
deportation center.

Meanwhile, three lawyers yesterday filed
a lawsuit against former MP and candidate
in next month’s by-elections Mohammed Al-
Juwaihel after he allegedly insulted bedouin
tribes and their folklore. The three lawyers -
Nasser Al-Hasban, Nawaf Al-Tuwaijri and
Mohammad Al-Muqahta - claimed in their
complaint that Juwaihel has made disre-
spectful comments against a well-known
tribal folkloric dance staged by graduates of
the police academy who were celebrating
their graduation. They also alleged that such
remarks trigger social discord and create
divisions in the society.

Prison reforms hailed; 
3 lawyers sue Juwaihel 

Al-Seif Street was considered the most
important and longest street in old
Kuwait. It ran from Sharq to Qibla and

included many famous landmarks and com-
mercial and occupational centers that were
the main backbone of the country’s economy
and a source of livelihood in the past. The
street, which was six kilometers long and
extended from the east of the old city to its
west, had many important landmarks such as
the Furdha vegetable market, and Naqaa on
the beach, surrounded by rocks and used for
docking ships and sometimes to repair them,
apart from Al-Amayer - commercial shops.

Researcher in Kuwait history Mohammad
Jamal in his book “Kuwait’s Old Markets” says
that among the most important landmarks of
the street is Al-Seif Palace, which includes the
governor’s diwan which was built by Kuwait’s
late Amir Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah in 1906,
and is located on the beach. He built another
palace on the southern end as his residence,
and they were linked with a wooden bridge.

Jamal added that in 1917, Kuwait’s late ruler
Sheikh Salem Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah refur-
bished the palace, which was built with “aajar”
brought from Basra, and was built by crafts-
men from Baghdad. A large yard was attached
to the palace from the north end overlooking
the sea, and had a pole with the Kuwait flag in
the middle of it. He said on the east end of Al-
Seif Palace overlooking the sea was “Niqaat
Al-Shaheen” due to the presence of the build-
ing of late Shaheen Al-Ghanem, who built
dhows, adding that the entire area used to be
called Al-Shuyoukh Niqaa.

Jamal said Al-Seif Street used to include
“Seif Al-Toub”, an area that includes several
Amayer, followed by Al-Kandaisa, which is a
contraption to desalinate seawater to help
compensate for a shortage in drinking water -
the late Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah brought it
in 1914. The iftar cannon was also in this area.

Jamal said to the east of Kandaisa there
used to be the “Seif Maarafi” that included
several Amayer that belonged to sheikhs, ship
owners and merchants, the National Jaafari
School and the Syrian clinic. Seif Maarafi in
the east was followed by several Niqaat con-
nected with each other and surrounded by a
fence. On the extreme east there was Dasman
Niqaa, considered the last Niqaa in Sharq that
ended with the end of the wall.

On the southern end of old Seif street,
Jamal said there was the “Rice of Ibn Umair”,
across from the entrance of the late Sheikh
Mubarak’s place from the south end, and was
the place where rice was distributed free to
the poor. He added when moving eastward
from the Rice of Ibn Umar on Seif Street,
there were the offices of the oil company, fol-
lowed by Sayyed Hussein Baqer Al-Tabtabaei.
To the east was the kiosk of Salman Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah, then the eastern
mustawsaf (polyclinic).

He said on the street itself was the Al-
Saada School for orphans, Beit Dickson, which
was the house of Colonel Dixon, the British
commissioner accredited to Kuwait from 1929
until 1936, the Amiri hospital, the British con-
sulate and Dasman Palace. Jamal said Qibla
area starts from the west side of Dasman
Palace with the customs building followed by
the police station, then the vegetable market, a
group of Amayer, Niqabas and cafes, and the
diwan of late Ahmad Al-Ghanim. There was
also the Al-Ahmadiya school, Al-Yusra, which
is a long rocky coast and the American
Hospital overlooking the sea in Al-Watiya
area, which was an empty coastal area.

Jamal said Bahita hill was across Seif
Street, and heading west was the office of
Jamal Bashi that specialized in hauling goods
from ships to the vegetable market. There
were a number of shops and Amayer till the
building of Al-Kharafi and Matrouk, which is
considered as the first building built with
bricks and concrete in Kuwait. It was followed
by the road leading to the market and was
named New Street, which is Abdullah Al-
Salem Street now.

Al-Seif: An important 
street in old Kuwait

Kids and online dangers


