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Local Spotlight

World Government Summit

The three-day World Government Summit was spon-
sored by the Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al-Maktoum and was attended by more than

4,000 regional and international figures. It shed light on dis-
turbing Arab and world realities. The speakers pointed out
many important issues and challenges facing the world that
need real efforts to combat them. The World Government
Summit is a non-profit organization and a global platform
that examines the areas of government action and innovation
and explores the future of governments around the world.

The fact is that the world today, whether Arab or Western,
faces many challenges. But the Arab world seems more influ-
enced by the conflicts that have affected its development. For
example, 57 million Arabs are illiterate and 13.5 million Arab
children did not attend school this year! This is a very sad
reality, especially since 30 million Arabs are living below the
poverty line.

According to the Arab Organization for Education,
Culture and Science (ALECSO), the illiteracy rate in the Arab
countries in 2018 was 21 percent compared to the 13.6 per-
cent global average, a rate that is likely to rise in light of the
educational conditions experienced by some Arab countries
because of the crises and armed conflicts there. Statistics
also indicate that the illiteracy rate among males in the Arab
world is 14.6 percent and 25.9 percent among females.

Also, from 2011 to this year, losses in Arab GDP reached
$300 billion. And of course, as expected, a trillion dollars was
the cost of corruption in the Arab region. Unfortunately,
according to Transparency International’s Corruption
Perceptions Index, six Arab countries are among the most
corrupt nations in the world.

Some of what was said at the summit reviews the painful
fact of the world today. Harrison Ford, US actor and environ-
mentalist, said in a speech that climate change is the most
urgent and dangerous ethical crisis for humanity in the 21st
century. The World Government Summit focused on the
development of human life based on the summit’s aim to sup-
port governments’ efforts to create a better future for seven
billion people.

As I was thinking about my country Kuwait, I find there
is a failure in the achievement of advanced regional and
global positions in development, despite the availability of
material, technical and human and financial resources. I
believe the weak efficiency of the economic system, falter-
ing decisions regarding public expenditure and the role of
the private sector that is still dependent on government
support result in no real initiatives or partnerships to sup-
port development of the country. Unless these obstacles are
addressed, nothing will change.

I believe that the important thing that affects development
in Kuwait is ignoring support to youth who will lead the
future of the country, whether we like it or not. They must be
given real support in leadership positions and supervision in
the public and private sectors. Human development is based
on the transmission of positive energy to individuals. 

The summit in Dubai ended with recommendations that
need to be addressed. I recall here words of the former pres-
ident of Finland in an article that was published in 1992 on
the secrets of his country’s success in achieving development
and progress and the transformation from a poor country in
the fifties of the last century to a major industrial state in the
eighties. He referred to three elements for the success of his
country - high level of education, commitment to democracy
in approach and behavior and the use of modern technolo-
gies in work and production.

I wonder how many tools we have today to achieve
future progress.

PHOTO OF THE DAY

Kuwait lights up during February in celebration of the National and Liberation Day holidays. See our photo feature on
Pages 4 & 5 for more. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

The national celebrations are upon us, and soon
the streets will be full of children spraying water
from water guns or hurling water balloons at

each other or unsuspecting passersby and cars. A cou-
ple of years back there were reports that the Cabinet
had banned the use of water guns after a lawsuit was
filed, but it seems the directive was never enforced. All
over Kuwait, stores - from large hypermarkets to tiny
baqalas - are doing brisk business selling water guns
and balloons of all shapes and sizes, while children are
busy stockpiling enough water bombs to last the long
weekend. 

This affinity for water is not new, as the fortunes of
Kuwait have always been tied to the sea. Being a small,
arid settlement surrounded by powerful neighbors, the
sea was a source of sustenance and livelihood. Pearl
diving was an important activity, and thousands of
families depended on this arduous profession. 

Merchant ships and dhows also sailed from Kuwait
to faraway lands to trade, with sailors being at sea for
months on end. Lacking freshwater, Kuwait brought in
drinking water by dhows from Iraq, the land of the
mighty Tigris and Euphrates rivers. So in every way,
the sea was intertwined with the lives of the residents
of Kuwait.

The arrival in the market of cultured pearls decimat-

ed the pearl diving industry, but the discovery of oil
during the same period blunted its impact, and soon,
Kuwait was one of the richest and most developed
countries of the world. The dependence on the sea
continues today, albeit in a very different way. Nearly
all of Kuwait’s potable water is obtained by reverse
osmosis, with millions of barrels of oil firing desalina-
tion plants in the state. 

Because water is practically free (despite recent
price hikes targeting commercial properties and resi-
dential buildings mostly inhabited by expats), its con-
sumption and wastage rates are very high. Restrictions
on using hoses to clean yards and cars are blatantly
flouted, while water-saving nozzle attachments are
rarely used, except maybe in mosques. 

People in Kuwait have to realize that water is more
precious than the black gold that is ensuring its easy
availability. Playing with water seems like a bit of
harmless fun, but by the end of the holidays, scores of
gallons of water will have literally flown down the
drain, and the roads will be littered with the limp car-
casses of spent water balloons. These watery and rub-
bery remains will help Kuwait retain the dubious dis-
tinctions of being the top per capita consumer of water
(500 liters daily) and collector of garbage (4,000 tons
daily) in the world. Not something to be proud of.  
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