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Team LeBron tops Giannis in All-Star Game
Kevin Durant scores 31 points and claims MVP honors

CHARLOTTE:  Kevin Durant #35 of Team LeBron holds up the MVP trophy after the 2019 NBA All-Star Game on Sunday at the Spectrum Center in Charlotte, North Carolina. — AFP

CHARLOTTE: Kevin Durant scored 31 points and won
MVP honors after outdueling Giannis Antetokounmpo to
lift Team LeBron to a 178-164 win Sunday night in the
2019 NBA All-Star Game.

In the “First in Flight” city, players showed up Sunday
ready to launch. Team LeBron attempted 90 3-pointers
(hitting 35), and the teams combined for 167 tries from
deep. Durant helped put the game away for Team LeBron
with a 3-pointer with two minutes left for a 171-160 lead.
Kyrie Irving made a leaning floater and Durant hit a 15-
footer from the wing to seal it.

“It’s cool to be out there with some of the best players
to ever play the game, and to win an MVP here in front of
my family and friends is pretty sweet,” said Durant, who
also took home All-Star Game MVP honors in 2012.

Antetokounmpo scored a game-high 38 points on 17-
of-23 shooting and drew raves from his peers, Durant
included. “He’s got potential through the roof. He’s still
producing at an elite level, and it’s scary to see how far he
can keep going,” Durant said. “His game is rounding into
shape. He’s still getting better, but he’s leading top five, top

three MVP candidates right now at 20. How old is he, 23?
To be that young and already at the top of the class as one
of the elites in the game, it’s a joy to watch his progres-
sion.” Just before Durant’s closing stretch, James shook off
76ers forward Joel Embiid for a corner 3, and on the next
trip, pounded home a one-handed slam on a lob from
Irving that extended Team LeBron’s lead to 168-158. As
the teams traded long-distance daggers and mixed in the
occasional lob off the glass, Durant connected on a pair of
3-pointers from the right side to give Team LeBron a 161-
153 lead at the five-minute mark in the fourth as shots
started to fall short and handles were less certain.

Stephen Curry brought the Spectrum Center to its feet
at the final buzzer, catching the ball off a hard bounce from
himself and throwing in a reverse jam. He did the same
with a four-point play early in the fourth-knocking down a
3 from the right wing as Warriors teammate Klay
Thompson of Team LeBron pushed him to the floor.

“Any possession I was going to touch the ball with him
guarding me, I was going to shoot,” Curry said of facing
Thompson. “I definitely sold the call. If I was going to hit

any of the 23 shots I took, that was going to be it.”
All-Star teammate DeAngelo Russell added a 3 of his

own, staking Team Giannis to a 148-142 lead with 8:54 left
in the game. 76ers guard Ben Simmons gave Team LeBron
the lead 132-131 with 36 seconds left in the third quarter,
closing what had been a 95-82 deficit at halftime. Team
Giannis led by 20 in the third.

Damian Lillard’s 25-footers on consecutive possessions
pulled Team LeBron even at 127-all, but Russell
Westbrook put Bradley Beal on skates on two straight
trips for easy layups at the rim.

Thompson drained a 3 from the corner in front of the
Team Giannis bench to pull Team LeBron to within 120-115
with 4:30 left in the third quarter, and Beal followed with a
3-pointer of his own off a turnover to cut the advantage to
120-118.

Played above the rim in spurts, the game threatened to
become a full-fledged 3-point contest. The first half con-
sisted of 81 3-point attempts — 29 successful-between
the teams.

Antetokounmpo led all scorers with 20 in the first

half. He was on a dunk-a-minute pace to start the game.
In the opening seven minutes, he had 16 points to fuel
Team Giannis to a 36-22 edge, while assisting on 3-
pointers by Bucks teammate Khris Middleton on three of
four possessions.

“Previously, my first and second All-Star, I think I was
kind of nervous,” Antetokounmpo said. “This one I was a
little bit more relaxed. I had my name on that MVP until
the third quarter, and they got hot and took it away from
me.” Curry, the de facto player host because of his local
roots, got on the board with 5:32 left in the first half and
was 2 of 7 at halftime. He finished 6 of 23 from the field.

Honorary All-Stars Dirk Nowitzki and Dwyane Wade
checked into the game with 58 seconds left in the first
quarter. Nowitzki splashed a 3-pointer from the right wing
on his first offensive possession, and drained another from
the left wing on the subsequent possession, giving Team
Giannis a 53-37 advantage entering the second quarter. He
added a third at the 9-minute mark in the second quarter
and scored nine points on 3-of-3 shooting in 3:58 in the
opening half.—Reuters

LAUSANNE: Olympic 800 metres champion Caster
Semenya of South Africa went to the Court of Arbitration
for Sport yesterday to challenge proposed rules that
could force her to lower her testosterone levels. Semenya
made no comment as she arrived at the court in Lausanne
for the start of a week-long hearing that is likely to define
the rest of the 28-year-old’s career. The International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) says it is
introducing the rules to create a “level playing field” for
other female athletes.

The South African government says the rules specifical-
ly target Semenya and has called them a “gross violation”
of her human rights. The controversial measures would
force so-called “hyperandrogenic” athletes or those with

“differences of sexual development” (DSD) to take drugs
to lower their testosterone levels below a prescribed
amount if they wish to continue competing.

The rules were to have been introduced last November
but have been put on hold pending this week’s hearings. A
judgement is expected by the end of March. As he arrived
at the court, IAAF President Sebastian Coe said: “Today is
a very, very important day. “The regulations that we are
introducing are there to protect the sanctity of fair and
open competition.” Athletics South Africa has strongly
backed Semenya. Its chief advocate Norman Arendse said
she would give evidence.

“The whole week is going to be important. Obviously
the evidence will be evaluated and assessed at the end of
the process this week. so today this is the start,” Arendse
told reporters. The issue is highly emotive. When British
newspaper The Times reported last week that the IAAF
would argue that Semenya should be classified as a bio-
logical male-a claim later denied by the IAAF-she hit back,
saying she was “unquestionably a woman”.

In response to the report, the IAAF-stressing it was
referring in general terms, not to Semenya in particular-
denied it intended to classify any DSD athlete as male. But
in a statement, it added: “If a DSD athlete has testes and

male levels of testosterone, they get the same increases in
bone and muscle size and strength and increases in
haemoglobin that a male gets when they go through
puberty, which is what gives men such a performance
advantage over women.

“Therefore, to preserve fair competition in the female
category, it is necessary to require DSD athletes to reduce
their testosterone down to female levels before they com-
pete at international level.” Semenya is not the only athlete
potentially affected-the silver and bronze medallists in the
Rio Olympics 800m, Francine Niyonsaba of Burundi and
Kenya’s Margaret Wambui, have also faced questions
about their testosterone levels. But it is Semenya, who also
won Olympic gold in 2012 and has three world titles to her
name, who has brought the court challenge. Matthieu
Reeb, the secretary general of the court, said: “It is unusu-
al and unprecedented because we never had a such a case
at CAS.” South Africa’s Sports Minister Tokozile Xasa
argues that the IAAF’s rules are “discriminatory”. “What’s
at stake here is far more than the right to participate in a
sport. Women’s bodies, their wellbeing, their ability to earn
a livelihood, their very identity, their privacy and sense of
safety and belonging in the world, are being questioned,”
Xasa said on Friday.—AFP
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LAUSANNE: South African 800 meters Olympic champion
Caster Semenya arrives for a landmark hearing at the Court
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in Lausanne yesterday. — AFP


