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MILAN: Napoli’s title hopes took a further blow on
Sunday as Carlo Ancelotti’s side were held to a goalless
draw for the third time in four league matches to drop
further points against Torino and trail champions
Juventus by 13 points.

Napoli had drawn at home against AC Milan two
weeks ago and at Fiorentina last time out and will face
a top-of-the-table clash against Juventus on March 3
with their Serie A bid already all but over.

Champions Juventus are firmly on track for an eighth
consecutive title after Cristiano Ronaldo scored in a 3-
0 win over lowly Frosinone on Friday. “We played with
focus, motivation, determina-
tion, but it’s unacceptable to
have 18 scoring opportunities
over two games and not score
any of them,” Ancelotti told
Sky Sport Italia.

Napoli proved wasteful at
the San Paolo Stadium with
Arkadiusz Milik missing a
string of chances to break the
deadlock as Lorenzo Insigne
hit the post in the 74th
minute. On-loan Chelsea
defender Ola Aina threatened for Torino in the dying
minutes but was chased down by Brazilian Allan as
Walter Mazzarri’s side stayed ninth - three points off
the Europa League places.

Earlier Sunday, Radja Nainggolan scored the winner
for Inter Milan to consolidate third position with a 2-1
win over Sampdoria at the San Siro, while Lazio’s
Champions League hopes took a knock with defeat by
Genoa.

Nainggolan rifled in low on 78 minutes after Danilo
D’Ambrosio had opened the scoring five minutes earli-

er, with Manolo Gabbiadini equalising for Sampdoria in
between. It was the Belgian’s third goal this season and
gave Inter a third straight win after a recent slump as
Luciano Spalletti’s side sit seven points adrift of Napoli
in third.

Argentine forward Mauro Icardi watched from the
stands, along with his wife Wanda Nara, who is also his
agent, after being stripped of the captaincy amid pro-
tracted contract negotiations. “I very much appreciated
that he was in the stadium,” said Spalletti of Icardi who
missed the last two games with a reported knee injury.

“I would have liked even more if he had come into
the dressing room afterwards
to celebrate with us, as it was
a very important victory.” 

LAZIO SINK IN GENOA 
Earlier, Genoa captain

Domenico Criscito scored
deep into injury time to grab a
2-1 win over Lazio which left
the capital club in seventh,
four points adrift of fourth-
placed AC Milan in the race
for Champions League qualifi-

cation. Milan Badelj had given injury-depleted Lazio a
lift before the break after their Europa League defeat
by Sevilla in midweek. But Genoa punished the Romans
late in the second half with Antonio Sanabria scoring on
75 minutes and Criscito sealing victory with a stunning
half-volley from distance three minutes into additional
time. Europa League hopefuls Fiorentina were saved by
VAR amid controversy after the referee disallowed
rivals SPAL a goal and instead awarded a penalty
which the Tuscans converted before winning 4-1.

Mattia Valoti’s deflected 75th-minute strike had

been greeted with delight by the home crowd as it
appeared to have given relegation-threatened SPAL a
2-1 advantage. But the referee immediately ordered a
video review which confirmed Felipe had fouled
Federico Chiesa in the build-up to the goal which he
disallowed and instead awarded Fiorentina a penalty at
the other end of the field.

Jordan Veretout stepped up and converted from the

spot with the decision proving to be a killer blow for
SPAL, who sit just three points above the relegation
zone. Giovanni Simeone added a third goal minutes lat-
er, and Brazilian Gerson a fourth as Fiorentina moved
up to eighth, three points off the European places.

“They robbed us,” complained SPAL president
Walter Mattioli. “If you have to cancel a goal for a foul
like that, it makes me laugh.” — AFP
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MILAN: Torino’s defender from Camerun Nicolas Nkoulou (L) fights for the ball with Napoli’s Polish midfielder Piotr
Zielinski during the Italian Serie A football match SSC Napoli vs Torino FC on Sunday at the San Paolo Stadium.  — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Liverpool v Bayern Munich 23:00

beIN SPORTS HD 2

Olympique Lyonnais v FC Barcelona            23:00

beIN SPORTS HD 1

PARIS: Kylian Mbappe’s excellent volley secured Paris
Saint-Germain a hardfought 1-0 win at Saint-Etienne
on Sunday as the runaway Ligue 1 leaders moved 12
points clear at the summit.

The 20-year-old Mbappe fired home his league-
leading 19th goal of the campaign with 17 minutes
remaining.

“He (Mbappe) shows his quality every day in train-
ing, he has this hunger to score, score, score,” said
PSG coach Tuchel. “It’s his quality. He is a special
player.” Mbappe has now scored 45 goals for PSG
since signing from Monaco at the start of last season.

“We lost to a goal from nowhere... A 20-year-old
who will soon be the best player in the world,” said
Saint-Etienne coach Jean-Louis Gasset.

With a second straight French title all but secured,
Tuchel’s men, who also have two games in hand on
second-placed Lille, now have their eyes on breaking
their own record tally of 96 points set in 2015-16.

Tuchel rested midfielder Marco Verratti after his
excursions in the midweek Champions League victory
at Manchester United, with Leandro Paredes handed
his first league start for the club.

“Everyone was tired after Manchester United-
physically, but also mentally,” added Tuchel. “It was
necessary to control the game, to play focused.”

PSG fashioned their first clear-cut chance in the
18th minute, as Julian Draxler turned and fired over
the crossbar after a fine exchange of passes with Dani
Alves.

Mbappe saw a shot well saved by home goalkeeper
Stephane Ruffier in an underwhelming first half.

The visitors always appeared in control of the
game, but Draxler wasted another golden chance to
put them ahead shortly after the restart when he was
denied by a sprawling Ruffier stop.

Angel Di Maria, who starred with two assists on his
return to Old Trafford in midweek, dragged an effort
wide as PSG continued to plug away in search of an
opening goal.

It arrived in the 73rd minute, as Alves picked out
the run of Mbappe, and the Frenchman caught out
Ruffier with a fine first-time volley on the turn.

Saint-Etienne started to show more ambition with
time running out, but the best they could muster was
Kevin Monnet-Paquet’s long-range strike which flew
harmlessly over, with the winger injuring himself in the
process.

A late set-piece came to nothing for Les Verts, as
PSG sealed a 20th win from only 23 Ligue 1 games
this term. Earlier on Sunday, Lille were held to a goal-
less draw by Montpellier, while Reims boosted their
hopes of European qualification with a 2-0 victory
over Rennes. — AFP
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MINNESOTA: Rookie Jordan Binnington recorded his
second straight shutout and the third consecutive for
the St. Louis Blues, who breezed to a franchise-high-
tying 10th straight win with Sunday’s 4-0 victory over
the Minnesota Wild in Saint Paul, Minn. Vladimir
Tarasenko extended his point streak to a career-best
12 games with a goal and two assists to stake
Binnington, who made 31 saves to win his franchise-
rookie-record eighth straight start. Binnington high-
lighted the performance by denying Wild defenseman
Ryan Suter from point-blank range late in the second
period, and notched his fourth shutout and improve to
12-1-1 on the season. Ryan O’Reilly and Brayden
Schenn each scored and set up a goal, and defenseman
Vince Dunn also tallied for the Blues, who defeated
Minnesota for the first time in three tries this season.
Alex Stalock turned aside 26 shots for the Wild, who
have dropped five in a row at home (0-3-2) and eight
of nine overall (1-5-3).

PANTHERS 6, CANADIENS 3
Aleksander Barkov scored three goals and added

one assist to lead host Florida over Montreal. It was
Barkov’s second career hat trick and his third four-
point game. His second goal, which came on a break-
away with 2:11 left in the second period, was sensation-
al, and it gave Florida a 4-3 lead. Montreal defenseman
Victor Mete tried to catch up, but Barkov was too fast
and skilled, moving the puck forward and then back
between his legs before flipping it over goaltender
Carey Price’s stick. Max Domi scored twice for
Montreal, giving him 19 this season, and the Canadiens
also got a goal from Brendan Gallagher (his 23rd).
Tomas Tatar added two assists.

PENGUINS 6, RANGERS 5
Kris Letang and Evgeni Malkin each scored twice

as Pittsburgh held on to beat visiting New York.
Marcus Pettersson had a goal and an assist, Brian
Dumoulin scored, Sidney Crosby had three assists, and
Phil Kessel and Zach Aston-Reese each had two assists
for the Penguins. Goaltender Casey DeSmith made 39
saves for Pittsburgh, which has won three of its last
four games. Mats Zuccarello scored two goals, and
Ryan Strome, Kevin Hayes and Mika Zibanejad also
scored for the Rangers, who have lost three of five.
Alexandar Georgiev stopped 35 of 41 shots.

FLYERS 3, RED WINGS 1
Oskar Lindblom scored two goals, and Ivan

Provorov scored the game winner early in the third
period to lead Philadelphia to a win in Detroit, com-
pleting a weekend sweep. On their home ice on

Saturday, the Flyers beat the Red Wings 6-5 in over-
time after blowing a 5-1 lead in the third period. But
they were up to the task of protecting a one-goal lead
this time in the third period. Philadelphia goalie Carter
Hart made 37 saves in net for the Flyers, who have won
three games in a row and four out of their last five.
Detroit outshot Philadelphia, 38-23.

DUCKS 5, CAPITALS 2
Adam Henrique and Jakob Silfverberg each scored

two goals, and Ryan Miller had 23 saves to become the
all-time winningest US-born goalie, as Anaheim domi-
nated play to earn a victory over visiting Washington.
Corey Perry added his first goal of the season as the
Ducks won for the second time in three games since
Bob Murray took over as interim head coach for Randy
Carlyle, who was fired. Alex Ovechkin scored a goal
for the Capitals, giving him his 10th 40-goal season.

DEVILS 4, SABRES 1
Miles Wood’s second-period goal gave New

Jersey a lead it would never relinquish in a win over
Buffalo in Newark, NJ. Jesper Bratt, Kyle Palmieri and
Joey Anderson also scored for the Devils, who won
back-to-back games for the first time since Jan. 12-
14. New Jersey came back from a 4-1 deficit to beat
the Minnesota Wild, 5-4, in overtime on Friday.
Goalie Cory Schneider, who snapped a nearly 14-
month, regular-season losing streak by earning the
victory in relief Friday, recorded the win Sunday by
making 34 saves. —Reuters

Blues shut out 
Wild, win 10th 
straight

LIVERPOOL: Fortress Anfield has become even more
impenetrable for visiting sides in the 13 months since
Liverpool made Virgil van Dijk the world’s most expen-
sive defender, but the commanding Dutchman’s absence
for Bayern Munich’s visit in the Champions League
leaves Jurgen Klopp with a selection headache.

Van Dijk is banned for the last 16, first leg today
after being booked three times as last season’s finalists
squeezed through the group stages by the narrowest of
margins thanks to more goals scored than Napoli.

In stark contrast to their Premier League form,
where Liverpool have been beaten just once all season,
Klopp’s men lost all three of their group games on the
road against Napoli, Paris Saint-Germain and Red Star
Belgrade to underline the importance of taking a lead
to Germany for the second leg.

Three wins at Anfield pulled them through to the last
16 and Van Dijk has yet to taste defeat in 25 Premier
and Champions League games on home soil as a
Liverpool player, keeping 16 clean sheets in the process
to tighten up a leaky defence that undermined Klopp’s
first two years in charge.

“Straightaway he was organising the defence, he
was the leader at the back, and as time has gone on he
is even more important,” said former Liverpool captain
Sami Hyypia.

“He gives confidence to the players and makes many
other players play better. “It is very difficult to find a
weakness. He is an ultimate centre-back.” Missing the
£75 million man is a big enough blow, but Liverpool
will also be without Joe Gomez and most likely Dejan
Lovren through injury.

Gomez underwent surgery on a lower leg fracture
earlier this month, while Lovren has not featured since
suffering a hamstring injury on January 7 and did not
travel with the rest of the squad for a warm weather
training camp in Marbella this week.

A makeshift centre-back pairing of Joel Matip and
Fabinho are therefore likely to be tasked with stopping

another former pupil of Klopp’s-Robert Lewandowski.
The prolific Pole won two Bundesliga titles under
Klopp when the pair were together at Borussia
Dortmund and also lost the Champions League final
against Bayern in 2013 before Lewandowski was lured
to Bavaria a year later.

Bayern have been dominant in the Bundesliga since
Klopp’s Dortmund won back-to-back titles in 2011 and
2012, but are playing catch up in the title race to Lucien
Favre’s outfit this season. “Of course over the years I
have watched a lot of Bayern games and this season as
well,” said Klopp.

“They were six times in a row champions of
Germany, which is not easy, and they were one of the
teams in the last 10 years who were pretty much all the
time in the quarter-finals, semi-finals, final of the
Champions League.”

However, while Lewandowski, the in-form Kingsley
Coman and the creativity of James Rodriguez and Leon
Goretzka could post plenty problems for Liverpool’s
undermanned defence, it is at the other end Bayern
could also be exposed.

Ajax’s youngsters exposed Bayern’s weakness
against pace in the Champions League group stages,
while Bayer Leverkusen and Augsburg have also given
Klopp extra encouragement in recent weeks in the
Bundesliga.

As Van Dijk kept the back door shut, Mohamed
Salah, Roberto Firmino and Sadio Mane fired
Liverpool to the Champions League final last season.
Without their talismanic defender, all three will need
to shine more than ever to give Klopp’s men a lead to
defend when Van Dijk returns for the second leg on
March 13. — AFP

Suspended Van Dijk 
leaves gaping hole 
in Liverpool defence 

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah attends a team training session at Melwood in Liverpool,
north west England yesterday, on the eve of their Champions League round of 16, first leg football match against
Bayern Munich.  — AFP


