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Friendly fire as Monfils beats 
Wawrinka to win Rotterdam Open
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Wawrinka returns to top 50 after Rotterdam final run

TOKYO: World number one Naomi Osaka was
adamant that her shock split with coach Sascha
Bajin had nothing to do with money but it was
because she was determined that her career would
not be about putting “success over happiness”.

The German had guided the Japanese player to
back-to-back Grand Slam titles as well as to the
summit of the WTA rankings. But just two weeks
after her triumph at Melbourne Park, Osaka
abruptly severed ties with Bajin. That led to sug-
gestions the two had fallen out over money.

“Everyone thinks it was a money-related issue,
but it wasn’t,” the U.S. and Australian Open cham-
pion told the WTA in Dubai. “That’s one of the
most hurtful things I’ve ever heard.

“I travel with everyone on my team, I see them
more than my family. I would never do that to them.

“My reason is I wouldn’t put success over my
happiness - that’s my main thing. I’m not going to
sacrifice that just to keep a person around.”

Bajin, a former hitting partner of Serena
Williams, Victoria Azarenka and Caroline
Wozniacki, was named as the WTA’s coach of the
year in 2018 after his success with Osaka.

During their time together, Osaka rocketed from
72 in the world at the start of 2018 to number one
last month. Osaka said it was clear things were not
right between them during the season’s opening
major. “It was kind of brewing in Australia. I think
some people could see that if they saw how we
interacted,” the 21-year-old added.

“I would not want to split on really bad terms.
I’m not going to say anything bad about him
because, of course, I’m really grateful for all the
things he’s done. “During the Australian Open, I was
just trying to tell myself to get through it. I’m not
sure, but I think you guys noticed.”

Osaka said she hopes to have a new coach in
place by March at Indian Wells.

“It’s not really ideal to go to Indian Wells with-
out a coach. I don’t want someone that’s in the box
saying negative stuff. That would be the worst,” she
said. “(I want) someone that’s kind of direct, not
afraid to say things to my face. I’d rather someone
say it directly to me than go around my back. That’s
one of the biggest things.” — Reuters
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ROTTERDAM: Gael Monfils defeated good friend
Stan Wawrinka 6-3, 1-6, 6-2 on Sunday to win his
eighth career title at the Rotterdam Open. Monfils, the
runner-up three years ago, held off Wawrinka’s sec-
ond-set surge to ease through the decider.

“It was an unbelievable week, a pleasure,” said
Monfils. “Stan is a part of this win. We’ve been talking
a lot and practising a lot. You’re my brother,” he told
his Swiss opponent. “This has been a good week for
Stan and a good week for me. I hope we can have
many more battles.”

Wawrinka, the 2015 champion in the Dutch port
city who is continuing an 18-month comeback from
double knee surgery, was playing in his first final
since Roland Garros in June 2017. “It was great for
sure to be in the final,” Wawrinka said. “I’m pleased
with the way I played in it and the way I arrived to
the final. “I played four good matches here, I kept
my level up all week.” Three-time major winner
Wawrinka said he hopes to build on his run  this
week. “I need to keep doing what I’ve been doing
the last few months. I need to play events to gain
confidence. Keeping going is the only way to get
back my ranking,” said the world number 68.

It was the first championship match in 11 years at
Rotterdam to feature two unseeded players. Monfils,
32, showed no hard evidence of the left wrist injury
which has bothered him all week and forced him
onto a regime of pain-killers.

“I struggled with the wrist all week,” he said. “I
came out running hard in the first game to make him
feel I was there. “But when I hit as hard as I could
with the backhand-’ohhh’,” he said in reference to
the wrist pain he was feeling.

“I’ve been in worse shape, but I’m really exhaust-
ed after this week.” The world number 33 triumphed
in one and three-quarter hours with four service
breaks against three-time major winner Wawrinka
as he claimed his first title since Doha last year.

The Frenchman took the opening set with two
breaks of Wawrinka, but the 33-year-old Swiss
immediately returned the favour with a 6-1 second
set. In the third, Monfils broke for 2-1, taking control
of his opponent’s mighty backhand.

The Frenchman moved to 5-2 and saved a break
point a game later as he closed out victory. 

Meanwhi le , Stan Wawrinka returned to the
world’s top 50 on Monday for the first time since

last year’s French Open after his run to the final in
Rotterdam.

The three-time Grand Slam champion is on the
road back to his best after serious knee injuries and
reached his first final last week since losing to

Rafael Nadal at Roland Garros in 2017. The 33-year-
old Swiss was beaten in three sets by Gael Monfils,
though, with the Frenchman climbing 10 spots to
23rd. Wawrinka sits 41st in the rankings after a rise
of 27 places.— AFP

ROTTERDAM: Gael Monfils of France returns the ball to Stan Wawrinka of Switzerland during their final tennis
match during the ABN AMRO World Tennis Tournament in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, on Sunday. — AFP

PARIS: Simona Halep reclaimed second place in the
WTA rankings yesterday after her run to the Qatar
Open final, while Doha champion Elise Mertens

climbed back into the top 20. Halep moved up a spot
as Australian Open runner-up Petra Kvitova dropped
two places to fourth, with Sloane Stephens matching
her career-best of third despite not playing since los-
ing in the last 16 in Melbourne.

Naomi Osaka remains top of the standings, while
Serena Williams returned to the top 10 for the first
time since July 2017. Mertens rose to 16th after the
Belgian rallied from a set down to beat Halep 3-6, 6-4,
6-3 on Sunday to claim the biggest title of her career.
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ATP top 20
1. Novak Djokovic (SRB) 10,955 pts
2. Rafael Nadal (ESP) 8,320
3. Alexander Zverev (GER) 6,475
4. Juan Martin del Potro (ARG) 5,060
5. Kevin Anderson (RSA) 4,595
6. Kei Nishikori (JPN) 4,190 (+1)
7. Roger Federer (SUI) 4,100 (-1)
8. Dominic Thiem (AUT) 3,800
9. John Isner (USA) 3,225
10. Marin Cilic (CRO) 3,140
11. Karen Khachanov (RUS) 2,880
12. Stefanos Tsitsipas (GRE) 2,805
13. Borna Coric (CRO) 2,605
14. Milos Raonic (CAN) 2,275
15. Daniil Medvedev (RUS) 2,230 (+1)
16. Fabio Fognini (ITA) 2,225 (-1)
17. Marco Cecchinato (ITA) 2,091 (+1)
18. Roberto Bautista Agut (ESP) 1,955 (-1)
19. Diego Schwartzman (ARG) 1,940
20. Nikoloz Basilashvili (GEO) 1,820. 
Selected: 41. Stan Wawrinka (SUI) 1 , 0 4 0
(+27). 

WTA top 20:
1. Naomi Osaka (JPN) 6,970 pts
2. Simona Halep (ROU) 5,537 (+1)
3. Sloane Stephens (USA) 5,307 (+1)
4. Petra Kvitova (CZE) 5,120 (-2)
5. Karolina Pliskova (CZE) 5,055
6. Elina Svitolina (UKR) 5,020 (+1)
7. Angelique Kerber (GER) 4,960 (-1)
8. Kiki Bertens (NED) 4,885
9. Aryna Sabalenka (BLR) 3,565
10. Serena Williams (USA) 3,406 (+1)
11. Anastasija Sevastova (LAT) 3,325 (+1)
12. Ashleigh Barty (AUS) 3,285 (+1)
13. Daria Kasatkina (RUS) 3,230 (+1)
14. Caroline Wozniacki (DEN) 3,118 (-4)
15. Julia Goerges (GER) 2,820 (+1)
16. Elise Mertens (BEL) 2,745 (+5)
17. Madison Keys (USA) 2,726
18. Wang Qiang (CHN) 2,605
19. Garbine Muguruza (ESP) 2,510 (-4)
20. Caroline Garcia (FRA) 2,460 (-1). — AFP

KUWAIT: Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, President of Kuwait and Arab Tennis
Federations, met the elder grandson of Queen Elizabeth II,
Prince Peter Phillips on his private visit to Kuwait. During
the visit he has been to some of important sports facilities
of Kuwait.  Prince Peter Phillips is the elder grandson of
the Queen and the only son of Princess Ann, Queen’s
daughter. He is interested in the game of tennis.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber briefed Prince Phillips on the
latest developments of Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah International Tennis Complex and invited him to
attend its opening ceremony late this year.

Prince Phillips to attend
opening ceremony of
Int’l Tennis Complex

BARCELONA: Ferrari made a strong start to the first
day of Formula One testing yesterday with four-times
world champion Sebastian Vettel top of the timesheets at
lunchtime with 72 laps completed.

The Italian team won six of the 21 races last year, finish-
ing overall runners-up, and are hoping the new SF90 car
can end Mercedes’s five-year stranglehold on both cham-
pionships. Vettel’s fastest lap of one minute 18.161 seconds,
on a sunny morning at Barcelona’s Circuit de Catalunya,
was already quicker than anything set during the weather-
hit first four-day test of 2018.

The German was also nearly two seconds faster than

the best of the rest. Racing Point’s Mexican Sergio Perez
was next on the timesheets, with a 1.19.944, on a day when
mileage mattered more than outright speed as teams get
to grips with their new cars for the first time and focus on
getting in plenty of laps.

Reigning champions Mercedes, with Valtteri Bottas first
behind the wheel of the silver W10, completed the second
most laps-three fewer than Ferrari-with Renault’s Nico
Hulkenberg doing 65.

Five-times world champion Lewis Hamilton will take
over from Bottas, who was third fastest, in the afternoon.
Former champions McLaren also made a solid start with
Spaniard Carlos Sainz, stepping into the shoes of departed
compatriot Fernando Alonso, completing 56 laps with the
sixth fastest time.

Red Bull, now powered by Honda after their split from
Renault, managed 52 laps with Dutch driver Max
Verstappen in action. Alfa Romeo, the renamed former
Sauber team, had 2007 champion Kimi Raikkonen in new
overalls after leaving Ferrari and completing 46 laps after
an early trip into the gravel that brought out the first red
flag of 2019.—Reuters
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MIAMI: Denny Hamlin withstood three major late-
race wrecks Sunday to win the 61st Daytona 500, an
emotional triumph the American dedicated to former
team co-owner J.D. Gibbs, who died last month.

Hamlin, who didn’t win a race last season, captured
his 33rd career top-level US stock car series victory
and his second at Daytona after 2016.

“We just weren’t going to be denied,” Hamlin said.
“I’m going to have a terrible hangover tomorrow but
I’m going to remember it for the rest of my life.”

Joe Gibbs, who coached the NFL Washington

Redskins to three Super Bowl titles, guided Hamlin’s
racing team with J.D. until his son’s death last month at
age 49 over issues related to brain function.

The Gibbs team swept the podium in Toyotas, the
first time since 1993 a single team owned the top three
spots in a Daytona 500.

“What happened here is emotional for all of us,”
Joe Gibbs said. “Denny racing like he did right there is
just unbelievable.

“Emotionally I’m just shot. What happened here is
really unreal.” It was J.D. Gibbs who brought Hamlin
into the team.

“The whole family, they have done so much for me,”
Hamlin said. “This one is for J.D.-his legacy lives on.”

The biggest race of the National Association for
Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR) season produced a
dramatic and emotional start to the American stock
car campaign for 2019 on the 2.5-mile (4km) Daytona
International Speedway oval.

Carnage struck on a restart attempt with 10 laps

remaining on a crash near the front that saw 18 cars
damaged but no drivers suffering major injuries as the
event was red-flagged.

Racing resumed with seven laps to go and Toyota
drivers Kyle Busch and Hamlin trying to hold off five
Ford racers. Another wreck followed with seven
cars collected behind the field’s top five as the ten-
sion built.

Busch and Hamlin took the green flag side-by-side
with two laps remaining with cars lined up behind
them. They made 3/4 of a lap before fourth-place
Clint Bowyer’s car veered into that of William Byron
and half a dozen more cars were collected in the may-
hem, requiring another long clean-up delay.

Hamlin and Busch led again as another two-lap
restart followed under NASCAR rules with Joey
Logano and Michael McDowell in Fords just behind.

Hamlin surged ahead at the final restart and kept
the lead to the checkered flag with teammate Busch
second and Erik Jones third. — AFP
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