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injustice they have suffered because of pretenders
and fake bedoons. 

The sources added that those who do not deserve
Kuwaiti citizenship will be offered a reasonable settle-
ment by granting them permanent residency and decent
lives in Kuwait. However, the sources warned against
taking the issue lightly, because of security threats that
entail the government’s swift action to resolve the
problem, especially since certain countries have
‘implanted’ their nationals in Kuwait and are refusing to

take them back or grant them any sort of identification
after their true nationalities were discovered. 

Meanwhile, chairman of the central agency for illegal
residents’ affairs Saleh Al-Fadhalah said the total num-
ber of bedoons dropped from 220,000 before Aug 2,
1990 to only 117,000 in 1992, noting that the agency
tracked the relationship between those deported and
their relatives who still live in Kuwait, and that this
helped discover the original citizenships of many peo-
ple pretending to be bedoons. 

Fadhalah added that the legal statuses of 90 percent
of the 88,000 bedoons registered with the agency have
been determined. He also noted that the agency exerts
endless efforts to provide bedoons with decent servic-
es. Fadhalah said a special committee had been formed
with elements from various state bodies to study the
dossiers of bedoons included in the 1965 census pend-
ing granting them citizenship. — Al-Qabas

Issue of bedoons 
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Islamabad is also facing a serious balance of payments
crisis and hopes the huge deals signed over the two-day
visit - seven separate agreements and memorandums of
understanding - will boost its struggling economy.
Pakistan laid on a lavish welcome for the crown prince,
including a 21-gun salute, fighter jet escort and honor
guard. He also received the country’s highest civilian
award yesterday, the Nishan-e-Pakistan (Order of
Pakistan), before heading to India to meet with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. 

After India, MBS expected to finish the Asian tour with

two days in China on Thursday and Friday. Analysts have
said the tour is part of a Gulf pivot to rising Asia as a grow-
ing oil market, but also a timely demonstration to the West
that MBS is not an international pariah. Pakistan has also
been accused by its western neighbor Iran of harboring mili-
tants who carried out an attack that killed 27 Revolutionary
Guards last week. The Guards’ commander has also vowed
to make Pakistan pay. But Islamabad received a boost from
Jubeir, who called Tehran a “chief sponsor of terrorism” dur-
ing yesterday’s live press conference.

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have enjoyed a long alliance
dating back to the founding of the Islamic republic.
However, Islamabad has also tried to walk a fine line by
maintaining warm relations with its neighbor - and Saudi
Arabia’s regional foe - Iran. Jubeir also noted that Riyadh
continues to participate in a months-long push by
Washington for peace talks in Afghanistan, saying that if
the war-torn country can be stabilized, “it will be to bene-
fit... the region as a whole”. — Agencies 
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injured in the hours-long gun battle, a police official
told AFP. “A police deputy inspector general has also
suffered injuries,” the official said. 

The identity of the militants was not revealed but
local media reports said one of those killed was Abdul
Rashid Gazi, a Pakistani national whose role in
Thursday’s attack was being probed by investigators.
Hundreds of soldiers raided villages and fired warning
shots at a suspected militant hideout, unleashing the
firefight in the village of Pinglan late Sunday. Images
showed flames and smoke billowing out of one of the
residential houses in the area. 

Government forces have launched a massive hunt
since an explosives-packed van struck the convoy trans-
porting 2,500 security men close to Pinglan on Thursday.
A video on social media purportedly shows a pre-
recorded message by the 20-year-old Kashmiri suicide
bomber warning of more attacks. India accuses Pakistan
of harboring the JeM group, a charge Islamabad denies.

With tensions mounting, Islamabad recalled its
envoy to New Delhi for “consultations” while Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for greater inter-
national action against “terrorism”. “The cruel terrorist
attack in Pulwana shows that time for talks is over,”
Modi said after a meeting with Argentina’s President
Mauricio Macri in New Delhi.     

Thursday’s attack sparked anger and outrage across
India. Thousands of demonstrators staged angry rallies
in several Indian cities over the weekend, with attacks
on Kashmiris reported in several towns. Protesters in
New Delhi on Sunday burned effigies of Pakistani and

JeM leaders. Many small businesses closed yesterday
following a call for a nationwide shutdown. In the capi-
tal, a Kashmiri man was beaten by a mob that accused
him of chanting anti-India slogans. He was later
detained by police.

A curfew remained in force for a fourth day in
Jammu city, in the Hindu-majority part of Kashmir,
where mobs attacked and set fire to properties belong-
ing to Kashmiri Muslims. Thousands of residents in the
city have fled to Muslim-majority areas. The govern-
ment faces increased pressure because of an upcoming
national election. New Delhi has withdrawn trade privi-
leges for Pakistan and ended police protection for four
Kashmiri separatist leaders.

Some commentators have called for military action
against Pakistan. India launched what it called ‘surgical
strikes’ on targets in Pakistani Kashmir in Sept 2016, 11
days after a militant attack on an Indian army base in
Kashmir which left 19 soldiers dead. Pakistan denies the
strikes took place. But experts say India has limited
options for action now. “Whatever retaliation India
takes will be symbolic. It won’t have any real impact,”
Ajay Sahni, executive director of the New Delhi based
Institute for Conflict Management, told AFP.

Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir said during a
visit to Islamabad that his country “will try to de-esca-
late tensions” between India and Pakistan. He is due to
visit New Delhi with Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman today. JeM is one of several militant groups
fighting Indian troops in Kashmir, which has been split
between India and Pakistan since independence from
Britain in 1947. Both claim the Himalayan region and
have fought two wars over the territory.

Kashmir is the world’s most militarized zone with
some 500,000 Indian troops deployed to fight a rebel-
lion that broke out in 1989. Tens of thousands of peo-
ple, mainly civilians, have died in the conflict. Violence
has spiked since 2016 with almost 600 killed last year,
the highest toll in a decade. — AFP 

9 dead as Kashmir
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DUBAI: The United States is lobbying Gulf states to
hold off restoring ties with Syria, including the UAE
which has moved closer to Damascus to counter the
influence of its rival Iran, five sources told Reuters. The
opposing approaches are an early test of whether
Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad can gain political and
diplomatic credibility after a nearly eight-year civil war
turned him into an international pariah. Many countries
cut links with Syria at the start of the war.

Several Gulf states shut or downgraded their
embassies, Syria was suspended from the Arab League,
flights stopped and border crossings were closed. The
United States and other countries imposed economic
sanctions. Washington, backed by Gulf countries Saudi
Arabia and Qatar, does not want Syria welcomed back
into the international community until a political
process to end the war is agreed.

“The Saudis are quite helpful in pressing the others.
Qatar also is doing the right thing,” said a US official,
when asked about the diplomatic pressure. The official
said that the United States was pleased that “some Gulf
states are putting the brakes on”. The US position sug-
gests that Assad is still a long way from being accepted,
even after his forces reclaimed most of Syria through
victories over Sunni rebels, thanks largely to help from
Iran and Russia.

The lack of support from Washington and regional
heavyweight Riyadh to end Syria’s isolation will make it

harder for the devastated country to attract investment
needed to rebuild it. While the UAE believes Sunni
Muslim states must embrace Syria swiftly in order to
move Assad out of Shiite Iran’s orbit, Saudi Arabia and
Qatar back the US approach.

The UAE sees Assad as the “only option”, according
to one Gulf source, and believes that stemming Iranian
influence in Syria could help prevent the kind of hold it
now has in Iraq. During the war, the UAE did support
armed groups opposed to Assad. But its role was less
prominent than that of Saudi Arabia and Qatar, and its
support was mostly to do with ensuring that Islamist
forces did not dominate the uprising.

US and Saudi officials have spoken to representa-
tives of other Gulf countries, urging them not to restore
ties with Syria, three Gulf political sources, a US official
and a senior Western diplomat said. They particularly
want to ensure that those countries do not back Syria’s
return to regional organization the Arab League, and
that embassies are kept closed or operating with only
junior staffing.

With Assad strengthening his position militarily,
relations with some countries have started to thaw. The
UAE reopened its Damascus embassy in December.
This was a major boost for Assad, and the United States
“gave the Emiratis flak”, said the US official. A UAE
official did not respond to a request for comment. 

“In the last seven years there has been absolutely zero

Arab influence in Syria. Zero Arab influence has been a
disaster,” UAE Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
Anwar Gargash told reporters in a recent briefing in
Washington. He said Abu Dhabi re-established diplomat-
ic ties with Damascus to “be closer to the reality on the
ground”. Gargash said more Arab states need to engage
“to crowd the space” taken by Russia and Iran, who sup-
port Assad, and Turkey, which backs the rebels.

The next step for Syria’s international rehabilitation
could be reinstatement to the Arab League, which
would be largely symbolic but something Assad’s gov-
ernment would likely use to show its return from the
diplomatic wilderness. The League said last Monday
that there was not yet the necessary consensus for this
to happen, and the United States is pushing hard to
ensure it does not, according to the sources.

“Washington is lobbying against it and Saudi Arabia
and Egypt are working to slow down the readmittance
of Syria in the Arab League,” said the senior Western
diplomat. Government media offices in Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Oman’s foreign min-
istry did not respond to a Reuters’ request for comment.
A Kuwaiti foreign ministry official declined to comment
on whether Kuwait had been asked by Washington or
Riyadh to hold off on normalizing ties and reiterated the
country’s stance that “any possible return of relations
with it can only be through the Arab League”.

Not all Arab League nations severed ties with Syria

after the outbreak of the war in 2011. Oman maintained
diplomatic ties with Damascus. A day after the UAE
reopened its embassy, Bahrain said its embassy in
Damascus and the Syrian diplomatic mission in
Manama had been operating “without interruption”.
Kuwait’s deputy foreign minister said in December it
would reopen its embassy in Damascus once the Arab
League allowed it.

Saudi Arabia has no plans now to normalize ties, said
one Gulf official, adding “everything is suspended” until
Syrians agree a transition from Assad’s rule. Rival Qatar
has said it sees no “encouraging” signs for restoring
normal relations, its foreign minister said in January. But
Abu Dhabi hopes it can eventually sway Syria towards
the business-friendly UAE model, and Dubai can play a
role as a hub for trade with Syria.

Abu Dhabi last month hosted a Syrian delegation
led by prominent businessman Mohammad Hamsho to
discuss potential cooperation in trade, infrastructure,
agriculture, tourism, logistics and renewable energy,
state media reported. Gargash acknowledged, howev-
er, that real investment would not happen without a
political process. A second senior Western diplomat
said that without a UN-led political process it would
be difficult for sanctions to be removed which would
clear the way for investment. “I don’t think this is the
end of the war and time for reconstruction,” that
diplomat said. —  Reuters 
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PESHAWAR: Pregnant, desperate, and poor, Pakistani
mother Zameena faced a stark choice: Risk her life by
having a secret abortion, or risk her life bearing her
husband a sixth child. In the end, she opted for the for-
mer, one of more than two million women a year to do
so in a country where religious leaders are critical of
family planning measures and there is a lack of sex
education and access to contraception.

Almost half of all pregnancies in Pakistan - around
4.2 million each year - are unplanned and around 54
percent of those end in termination, according to a
report by US research firm Guttmacher Institute.
“Three years ago, when my daughter was born, the
doctor told me that I should stop having babies
because it would be bad for my health,” said Zameena,
using an assumed name, from her home in the north-
west city of Peshawar. “But whenever I say that to my
husband, he tells me to trust God,” the 35-year-old
added. “My husband is a religious man... he wants to
have a line of sons.”

Decades ago, a family planning campaign with the
slogan “do bache hi ache” or “two children is good”
was rejected by religious leaders as well as national-
ists who wanted a bigger population to rival the 1.2
billion people in neighboring India. Today with a pop-
ulation of around 207 million, Pakistan’s baby boom is
stretching resources beyond capacity and experts
warn of trouble ahead.

Zameena said she frequently suggested to her hus-
band that they practice family planning, but he refused.
“My mother-in-law had nine kids,” said Zameena.
“When I complain to my husband that I can’t have more
babies, he answers: ‘If my mother didn’t die, you should
also stay alive’.” Abortion is allowed in Pakistan if the
health of the mother is in danger. But many doctors
invoke their Muslim faith and refuse to carry them out.
As a result, some women abort illegally and authorities
largely turn a blind eye to the situation.

The preferred method is by ingesting Misoprostol,

an over-the-counter drug used to treat ulcers, which
causes the expulsion of the embryo. It can also cause
serious complications for the mother. NGO Aware Girls
counsels those who call its hotline on how such drugs
should be used safely and when to seek emergency or
professional treatment at a clinic. “Most of us know
women who have died of an abortion,” said Aware Girls
co-founder Gulalai Ismail.

Zameena was one of the lucky ones - she knew
where to go for help once she decided to terminate her
latest pregnancy. At the other end of the Aware Girls
hotline, counselor Ayeesha reassured and advised her
on what medicines to take and in which dosage. They
insist that women must never be alone when they
attempt such procedures. “My work saves women’s
lives. When they call, they are willing to do anything to
have an abortion,” explained the 26-year-old.

Ayeesha estimated that she fields around 350 calls a
month. Most women who contact the NGO know very
little about contraception. Access to condoms, the most
well-known option, is limited and even when they can
be bought, it requires the man to agree. According to
official statistics, only around 35 percent of Pakistani
women use any form of non-abortive birth control
despite them being inexpensive. Birth control pills cost
just 20 rupees (0.12 euro), for example, while an IUD is
available for 400 rupees (2.5 euros).

But population control is a controversial issue in
Pakistan, where large families are prized. “Authorities
have not been able to make this issue an emergency
for Pakistan. It is all rhetoric and political gibberish,”
says Dr Haroon Ibrahim of the family planning NGO
Greenstar. Zeba Sathar, a demographer in charge of
another NGO, the Population Council, branded the
nation’s negative attitude to contraception a “sys-
temic failure”.

Prime Minister Imran Khan in December acknowl-
edged the lack of political will on the issue and prom-
ised pro-contraception campaigns using the media, cell
phones, schools and mosques. “The mullahs have a key
role to play,” he insisted. But the Council of Pakistani
Islamic Ideology, a religious body which advises the
government, says otherwise, insisting that family plan-
ning is against Islam. “The birth control campaign at the
government level should be immediately stopped and
the birth control program should be removed from the
economic planning,” the council told AFP.

The charity Marie Stopes, whose clinics provide
post-abortion care, has profiled a typical client in
Pakistan: Aged in her thirties, married at 18, she is
poor, uneducated and already has three children.
Such women approach the agency when backstreet
abortions go wrong. “Women are just dying... for the
lack of knowledge,” said Xaher Gul, an executive at
Marie Stopes.

In 2012, the year of their last study, the Guttmacher
Institute estimated there were 2.25 million abortions
in Pakistan with 623,000 women treated for post-
abortion complications. “We have failed women in
this country,” warned Hassan Mohtashami, former
head of the United Nations Development Programme
in Pakistan. He added: “Abortion is not a family plan-
ning method.” — AFP 
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PESHAWAR: In this picture taken on Dec 17, 2018, Ayeesha, an employee of the Pakistani NGO Aware Girls, answers a call on
the hotline “Sahailee” (“friend” in Urdu), dedicated to abortion. — AFP 


