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American boxing legend Marvelous Marvin Hagler may
be 64 but he told AFP that age won’t stop him hunting
down more roles in action adventure movies. However,

there is one condition-he will not do love scenes. The undis-
puted middleweight world champion from 1980-87 has made
four films in Italy where he lives with his second wife Kay. His
most recent silver screen appearances were in 1997 in movies
Notti di Paura and Virtual Weapon. However, Hagler says while
he enjoys commentating and carrying out charity work, the
chance to lose himself playing someone else in movies has its
attractions.

“Hopefully for me to land another film,” he told AFP of his
future plans. “I love to do that, that is what I have been doing,
action and adventure.” However, light-heartedly suggesting that
his wife may not be happy, he added: “You always get the girl in
adventure films, but I cannot do any love scenes.” Hagler, who
retired from the ring after a controversial loss to bitter rival
Sugar Ray Leonard in 1987, says he found himself as immersed
in films as he had once been in boxing.   “It is not real; it is all

fake, a fantasy,” said Hagler, who is in Monaco for the annual
Laureus Awards. “You can die and come back the next day, you
know what that stuff cracks me up.

“Its another game in the sense you can get lost and
become another character. “I got to live it same as I did it in
boxing-walk it, talk it, live it, sleep it just try not to look like
it afterwards!”

‘Brings back respect’ 
Hagler, who retired with a record of 62 wins, including 52

inside the distance, two draws and three defeats, shakes his
head at the amount of titles that are on offer in his former sport
today compared to his heyday.   “Now they have so much they
throw them (titles) away like candy,” he said. “It was a long hard
road in my day. I said you have to kill me to take it (the title).”
Hagler says there is one boxer who he believes represents the
good old days and that is Kazakhstan’s former unified mid-
dleweight champion Gennady Golovkin. “I saw ‘Triple G’
(Golovkin’s nickname) and I told him I am glad that you became

champion because it brings back respect into my division, you
look like a champion who will be there for a while. “Most cham-
pions these days, they come and they go, they confuse the pub-
lic, who do not know who the real champion is. “Right now they
think Mike Tyson is the champion,” he adds, chuckling.

Hagler, though, derives great pleasure in his work with dis-
advantaged youngsters in his role as an academy member of
Laureus, a global movement that aims to use the power of sport
to tackle social challenges in the world. “I like to give them hope
and direction and put a smile on their faces,” he said. “I went to
Brazil before the Olympics to see some of these kids who had
bad habits. “I had to step in there but my wife says ‘Marvin,
what are you doing?’. However it gets into your blood and you
get carried away.  “The coach (at the gym) says I am not going
to stop you going in there. “It is important to catch them when
they are young. It was exciting and they responded.” —  AFP

‘No love scenes’ for Hagler as boxing legend eyes more silver screen action
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Rarer than a
Sumatran rhino: A
woman composer

Camille Pepin is part of a very rare breed. She is a
female composer. Women have conquered space,
risen in the military ranks, but some professions

remain resolutely and bewilderingly masculine. When
Pepin turned up for her first day at the Paris
Conservatoire-as usual the only woman in a class of
men-an official told her that her name wasn’t on the list.
But when she insisted that she was and that he look
again, he cried, “Ah, you’re a woman!”  Camille is also a
man’s name in France.

“I would never have thought,” he apologized. “There
are so many men...” With so few female composers in the
classical music repertoire, it was an easy mistake to
make. Pepin has never let everyday sexism get her down
though, laughing it off like water off a duck’s back. “One
male composer told me I was getting commissions
because I was a woman and not too bad looking,” said
the 28-year-old, whose first album, “Chamber Music”, is
released later this month. After a concert of one of her
more combative pieces, “a man came to tell me my music
was ‘very fresh, flowery and sweet’,” she told AFP.

“I am a woman so clearly those three words” apply,
she said wryly.  Pepin, whose music recalls both Claude
Debussy and American minimalist composers like John
Adams, said sometimes the sexist stereotypes which per-
sist in the classical music world are hard to take.

Only woman 
One “old school” music professor insisted she sit on

his right at lunch “because that was a woman’s place” and
sent her off to make the coffee. “I was the only woman in
all my classes in the Conservatoire, and it was fine,” said
Pepin, who is now working on her first ballet score in her
Paris apartment which doubles as a studio. Mostly the
young composer, who made her breakthrough with the
orchestral piece “Vajrayana” in 2015, said she was treat-
ed exactly the same as her male colleagues in classes
with French contemporary composers like Guillaume
Connesson, Thierry Escaich and Marc-Andre Dalbavie.

Beyond the classroom, however, progress is slow in
the conservative world of classical music.  Pepin believes
it will take generations for the forgotten work of female
composers to get just recognition. Beyond the casual
unthinking sexism, she said the biggest problem for
young female composers was “a lack of role models”. A
few woman such as the American composer Meredith
Monk, Kaija Saariaho of Finland and Tansy Davies from
Britain have managed to break the glass ceiling.

Written out of history 
But even Pepin admitted that when she was younger

she didn’t know of a single female composer.  “We never
studied them,” she said.  Who has ever heard of Helene
de Montgeroult (1764-1836), Louise Farrenc (1804-1875)
or Fanny Mendelssohn (1805-1847)?  Fanny was the old-
er sister of the more famous Felix Mendelssohn, with
many at the time saying her work was more expressive.
But after she married she was limited to domestic duties
and had to content herself with being her brother’s chief
editor and muse, which led him to call her his “Minerva”
of wisdom.

“Lots of female composers were crushed like Clara
Schumann (the wife of Robert Schumann),” despite being
one of the most distinguished composers and musicians
of the Romantic era, said the pianist Celia Oneto Bensaid,
who often performs Pepin’s work. “You play my music,”
Schumann once bluntly told his wife, a star of concert
halls across Europe.

Began at age 13 
Born into a family in the northern French city of

Amiens that wasn’t particularly musical, Pepin began to
write her own melodies at 13.  But even at the age of five
in her ballet class, her eyes were more drawn to the
piano. “I was so fascinated that I would forget to do my
exercises,” she said. Before settling on composing, Pepin
thought about being a dancer. “I need to feel the notes
physically,” she said. 

Her first ballet will be choreographed next year by
Sylvain pad for France’s Ballet du Nord. Finally, she feels
she is getting beyond the dreaded question-”But what do
you do for a living?”-when she tells people she’s a com-
poser. “They thought it was just something I did to chill
on Sundays,” she laughed. —AFP

French music composer Camille Pepin poses in her studio in
Paris. — AFP 

A veterinarian checks a puppy at Sultangazi Health Center at
Sultangazi, western Istanbul.

The Vetbus is pictured at Rumelihisari district in northern Istanbul. — AFP photos

An investigation into an alleged attack on an openly
gay black actor has “shifted” and police are now
seeking a follow-up interview with the “Empire”

cast member, a spokesman said Sunday. Jussie Smollett,
36, reported to police on January 29 that two men beat
him, yelled racial and homophobic slurs, poured bleach on
him and tied a rope around his neck while he walked
downtown in the third-largest American city. The
announced change in direction came two days after police
said that the two “potential suspects” in the attack had
been released without charge and as US media outlets
reported that the attack may have been staged.

“The information received from the individuals ques-
tioned by police earlier in the Empire case has in fact
shifted the trajectory of the investigation,” Chicago police
spokesman Anthony Guglielmi said in a statement. “We’ve
reached out to the Empire cast member’s attorney to
request a follow-up interview,” he added. Multiple US
media outlets reported the two men are brothers who
were arrested at Chicago’s O’Hare airport upon their
return from a trip to Nigeria. 

At least one of the men reportedly worked on “Empire,”
a TV series about the fortunes of a hip-hop mogul and his
family battling over control of a multi-million-dollar music
company.  In an emotional interview with ABC’s “Good
Morning America” broadcast Thursday, Smollett gave
details of the purported attack and said he was angry at
doubts about its veracity. Smollett said a masked man

yelled “Empire” as the actor was walking through an inter-
section after a late-night stop at a sandwich shop.

After he ignored the man, Smollett said the attacker
yelled out a racial slur and used President Donald Trump’s
campaign slogan acronym “MAGA,” which stands for
“Make America Great Again.”  Smollett said the man
called Chicago “MAGA country” and then punched him in

the face, at which point the actor fought with the attacker,
and was kicked by a second man he had not noticed earli-
er. “It felt like minutes, but it was probably like 30 seconds,
honestly,” Smollett said.  Initial reports of the attack
shocked the entertainment industry and brought waves of
support from advocacy groups and senior politicians,
including Democratic presidential hopefuls Kamala Harris,
Cory Booker and Kirsten Gillibrand. — AFP

Investigation into alleged attack on US actor has ‘shifted’

Najee Ali of Project Islamic Hope holds a press conference to
call for the arrest and prosecution of ‘Empire’ television
series star Jussie Smollett.— AFP photos

This photo shows US actor Jussie Smollett arriving at the
Trevor Live Los Angeles Gala 2018, in Beverly Hills, California. 

Istanbul vets
make city’s 
stray animals feel
at home

Concerned for the health of a black cat roaming
around the university campus where she works,
Mevlude dropped off the feline at the veterinary

clinic for street animals run by the Istanbul municipality.
Visitors to the Turkish city, who admire its centuries-old
mosques and Ottoman palaces, are often surprised to see
cats and dogs making themselves at home on the streets,
and watch them taking the best seats in cafes and restau-
rants without a care for the world. Like Mevlude, many
Istanbul residents try to help these four-legged friends in
their neighborhood, putting out bowls of food and offering
shelter by their doors or windows.

Now Istanbul officials are increasing efforts to ensure
the good health of the street animals, and thereby of the
residents who come into contact with them. That care can
be seen at the “Vetbus”, where Mevlude brought the black
cat because one of its eyes had been closed for several
days. The bus is a mobile clinic stationed for several days
in different neighborhoods around the Turkish metropolis.
“We often get in touch with the municipality when we see
animals who are in need of care,” Mevlude said, once
reassured over the cat’s health whose eyes were now wide
open. “People generally bring the animals that they take
care of... so that they are given anti-parasite” treatment,
said Nihan Dincer, a veterinarian working for the Istanbul
Metropolitan Municipality (IBB). And “because people are
in constant contact with them, they are also protected”,
she added.

Islamic tradition 
The attention given by Istanbul residents to caring for

street animals partly “comes from the Islamic tradition, and
part of it... comes from the structuring of the public space
in the Ottoman Empire,” Mine Yildirim, a doctoral candi-
date at the New School for Social Research in New York,
said. In Ottoman times, people moved between home, the
mosque and the market. The streets were the space for the
dogs, the researcher said. Then in the early 20th century
there were extermination policies like in the West, and

even in the 1990s city officials would put poison on the
streets to kill animals, said Yildirim, coordinator of the col-
lective “Dort Ayakli Sehir” (Four-legged City).

But an animal protection law passed in 2004 forced
municipalities to take care of street animals. In Istanbul, as
well as the mobile clinic, IBB maintains six health centers.
The aim is to vaccinate, sterilize and take care of around
130,000 dogs and 165,000 cats who live on the streets,
according to the municipality. The animals, fitted with a
microchip, are then taken back to where they were found,
except those which are adopted by individuals during
their stay at the health centers.

Due to the development of these services, the munici-
pality has cared for 73,608 animals in 2018  — that com-
pares with only 2,470 back in 2004. There hasn’t been a
single case of rabies in Istanbul since 2016, according to
the municipality which employs 100 veterinarians and vet-
erinary technicians.

While the municipality refused to say how much the
services cost, Agriculture and Forests Minister Bekir
Pakdemirli said last month that his ministry has provided
31 million Turkish lira (around $6 million) of support to
local authorities across Turkey for the care of street ani-
mals between 2009 and 2018. “If people knew how much
money was spent on these services, maybe people would
be more upset, but these figures are not disclosed,”
Yildirim commented.

Puppies 
While animals living on Istanbul’s streets are often well

fed, in the forests surrounding the city, “animals don’t have
a place to feed themselves,” Umut Demir, also a veterinari-
an at IBB, said during a patrol in Belgrade Forest on
Istanbul’s European side. So around a ton of food is dis-
tributed each day by vans dispatched full of dry food,
towards which dogs come running after hearing the horn.
According to Tugce Demirlek, chief veterinarian at
Sultangazi district health center, the fact that the animals
are well fed and cared for ensures that they are calm and
limits any aggressive behavior.

But the number of dogs has remained fairly stable in
the past few years despite  sterilization efforts. “We steril-
ize them systematically, but the animals that we do not
catch continue to reproduce,” she explained. Puppies con-
tinue to be born every year in Istanbul, like a small golden
puppy only 40 days old, that was found alone, whimper-
ing, on the side of a road. Once examined and chipped, the
dog is put up for adoption, its picture displayed in the
Vetbus.  One recent afternoon, the puppy attracted a lot of
attention, but it still has not found a home. “We will try our
luck again tomorrow,” Dincer said. — AFP

A worker of Istanbul metropolitan
municipality feeds stray dogs.

Nihan Dincer, veterinarian of the Vetbus, checks a stray cat.

People look at a puppy presented in a showcase on a Vetbus
for adaption.

A stray dog is pictured at Sultangazi Health Center.


