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Japan trial to treat spinal 
cord injuries with stem cells

TOKYO: A team of Japanese researchers will car-
ry out an unprecedented trial using a kind of stem
cell to try to treat debilitating spinal cord injuries,
the specialists said yesterday. The team at Tokyo’s
Keio University has received government approval
for a trial using so-called induced Pluripotent
Stem (iPS) cells — which have the potential to
develop into any cell in the body — to treat
patients with serious spinal cord injuries.

The trial, expected to begin later this year, will
initially focus on four patients who suffered their
injuries just 14 to 28 days beforehand, the univer-
sity said. The team will transplant two million iPS
cells into the spines of the patients, who will then
go through rehabilitation and be monitored for a
year. The strict limitations on the number of par-
ticipants is necessary because the process is an
“unprecedented, world first clinical trial”, the uni-

versity added. “It’s been 20 years since I started
researching cell treatment. 

Finally we can start a clinical trial,” Hideyuki
Okano, a professor of physiology, said at a press
conference. “We want to do our best to establish
safety and provide the treatment to patients,” he
added. The study will be carried out on patients
aged 18 or older who have completely lost their
motor and sensory functions. There are more
than 100,000 patients in Japan who are para-
lyzed due to spinal cord injuries but there is no
effective treatment.

The primary purpose of the trial is to confirm
the safety of the transplanted cells and the method
of the transplant, the researchers said. The
research team hopes to test the efficacy and safe-
ty of the treatment for chronic injuries as well in
the future if they can confirm the safety of the

technique through the clinical trial. The announce-
ment comes after researchers in Kyoto said in
November they had transplanted iPS cells into the
brain of a patient in a bid to cure Parkinson’s dis-
ease. The man was stable after the operation and
he wil l  be monitored for two years. The
researchers injected 2.4 million iPS cells into the
left side of the patient’s brain in an operation that
took about three hours.

Parkinson’s disease is a chronic, degenerative
neurological disorder that affects the body’s motor
system, often causing shaking and other difficul-
ties in movement. iPS cells are created by stimu-
lating mature, already specialized, cells back into a
juvenile state — basically cloning without the
need for an embryo. The cells can be transformed
into a range of different types of cells, and their
use is a key sector of medical research. — AFP 

Surgical workshop at Jaber
Armed Forces Hospital 
KUWAIT: Head of the urology department at Jaber Armed Forces
Hospital Dr Mohammad Al-Ghanim said the hospital organized a surgical
workshop for compensatory systems that
deals with erectile dysfunction. It was
done alongside a visiting doctor from
France, who is a urology surgery consult-
ant. This was his visit to the hospital and
third to Kuwait. Al-Ghanim said, we car-
ried out several operations using new
state of the art techniques in the field of
compensatory equipment, and they were
all successful, and we fortunately did not
face any complications.

He said the medical team at Jaber
Armed Forces Hospital always carry out
such operations, but we use some visiting
doctors, especially those who we worked
with before in order to exchange expert-
ise in this field. There is also the fact that these operations are done more
frequently in Europe due to the larger population. He said compensatory
systems are the last resort in treating erectile dysfunction, as we try sev-
eral normal means as well as stop smoking, exercise, eating habits, then
treatment with pills, then local injections and then finally compensatory
systems as a last resort and they have proved highly effective.

Dr Mohammad Al-Ghanim

China food producer 
says swine fever  
found in dumplings
SHANGHAI: A major Chinese food producer said
yesterday that traces of the African swine fever
virus had been found in its frozen dumplings. China,
the world’s biggest consumer and producer of pork,
has struggled to contain an outbreak of the virus

since the first cases were detected last August.
Officials have said hundreds of thousands of pigs
were culled in a bid to stop its spread — an effort
that has also seen restrictions placed on moving
pigs from affected areas.

Sanquan Food, based in central Henan province,
issued a public statement confirming media reports
published in recent days that contaminated pork
dumplings were detected in two provinces that do
not share a border. The company said suspect
batches of dumplings had reached grocery stores,
but that it was sealing affected products and coop-
erating with authorities. The statement did not

mention a broader recall. Unconfirmed Chinese
media reports have said that products manufac-
tured by several other companies also contained
traces of the virus.

African swine fever is not harmful to humans but
can be fatal to pigs, raising fears for the country’s
giant pork industry. But the media reports prompted
anger online from Chinese consumers who vented
over the latest in a recurring series of product scan-
dals, despite repeated government promises to
ensure safety. Sanquan Food’s share price dropped
as much as 2.25 percent in yesterday morning trad-
ing on the Shenzhen Stock Exchange. — AFP 


