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Death row ‘spy’ in Pakistan ‘must 
be freed’, India tells the UN court

‘Farcical case based on malicious propaganda’
THE HAGUE: Islamabad should be ordered to free an
Indian man sentenced to death for alleged spying in
Pakistan, India’s lawyers told the UN’s top court yester-
day, saying his military trial was a “farcical case” based on
“malicious propaganda”. The hearing concerning
Kulbushan Sudhir Jadhav at the International Court of
Justice comes amid a sharp spike in tensions between the
two nuclear-armed neighbors, after a suicide attack on an
Indian military convoy last week and renewed fighting in
restive Kashmir.

Jadhav, a former Indian navy officer, was arrested in
the restive southwestern Pakistani province of Baluchistan
in March 2016 on charges of espionage and sentenced to
death by a military court in 2017. India insists Jadhav, 48,
was not a spy and that he was kidnapped in Pakistan.
New Delhi is now asking the ICJ-which rules in disputes
between countries-to nullify his sentence and to order
Islamabad to set him free.

‘Unlawful’ 
“Considering the trauma he (Jadhav) has been subject-

ed to over the past three years, it would be in the interest
of justice of making human rights a reality, to direct his
release,” India’s lawyer Harish Salve told the judges.
“India seeks relief in declaring that the trial by the military
court in Pakistan... hopelessly fails to satisfy even mini-
mum standards of due process... and should be declared
unlawful,” he said, speaking at the Peace Palace, the ICJ’s
headquarters in The Hague. India’s joint secretary at its
External Affairs Ministry, Deepak Mittal, told the court
the proceedings against Jadhav in Pakistan were based on
a “farcical case” and “malicious propaganda”.

New Delhi’s renewed bid in a controversial court case
comes as fresh bloodshed in Kashmir sent tensions

between the neighbors soaring. The rare foray into the
international courts by India and Pakistan could be anoth-
er flashpoint after Thursday’s suicide bombing in Indian-
administered Kashmir that killed 41 troops. Indian troops
suffered new losses yesterday in a fierce battle with
Kashmir militants that left at least seven more dead. The
latest confrontation piled more pressure on the Indian
government, which has blamed Pakistan for the suicide
attack that sparked widespread calls for action against its
neighbor. Pakistan has rejected the allegations.

‘Blurry on facts’ 
Jadhav was accused of working for the Indian intelli-

gence services in the province bordering Afghanistan,
where Islamabad has long accused India of backing sepa-
ratist rebels. After a closed trial he was sentenced to
death by a Pakistani military court on April 10, 2017, on
charges of “espionage, sabotage and terrorism”. India
accused Islamabad of violating the Vienna Convention by
failing to provide him with consular access, as well as
breaking human rights law. Pakistan’s “story has always
been strong on rhetoric and blurry on facts,” Salve said,
adding that consular access should be granted immedi-
ately. Islamabad reacted coolly to the ICJ’s urgent order
at the time to stay Jadhav’s execution, saying it “has not
changed the status of commander Jadhav’s case in any
manner”. Islamabad’s lawyers are to state their case on
Tuesday. The ICJ’s decision will likely come months after
this week’s hearings.

Kashmir has been split between India and Pakistan
since independence from Britain in 1947 with both coun-
tries, which have fought three wars, claiming it as their
own. India and Pakistan also routinely accuse each other
of sending spies into their countries and it is not uncom-

mon for either nation to expel diplomats accused of espi-
onage, particularly at times of high tension. Death sen-
tences however have been rarely issued in recent years.
The last time India and Pakistan took a dispute to the ICJ

was in 1999 when Islamabad protested at the downing of
a Pakistani navy plane that killed 16 people. The tribunal
decided that it was not competent to rule in the dispute
and closed the case. — AFP 

BEIJING: Chinese authorities yesterday defended a
ban on schoolchildren attending informal Tibetan lan-
guage classes taught by Buddhist monks in western
China, as religious and cultural freedoms in the country
come under increasing pressure. A county in western
Qinghai-a province with a large Tibetan population
that is mostly Buddhist-in December ordered an imme-
diate halt to informal language classes taught by
monks during the winter school holidays. 

The lessons taught in monasteries in the province bor-
dering Tibet have gained popularity among parents as a
way for their children to learn a language that is being
sidelined from the official curriculum. It follows a similar
ban last summer barring Tibetan students from taking
part in religious activities during their holidays. The
provincial government said yesterday that the lessons
were “illegal” and said the monasteries were “safety haz-
ards” as well as being “ill-equipped” to teach students.

“According to Chinese law... education is conducted
by the government. No organization or person can use
religion as a means of obstructing the state education
system,” it said in a statement.  It added that the class-
es pose a financial burden to students and their fami-
lies, and contravene regulations to reduce the work-
load of students. Monasteries and monks who do not
follow the new rules will be “dealt with in accordance
with the law”, the statement said.  The regulations fol-
low similar edicts by the ruling Communist Party in
other regions with large ethnic minority populations,
starting with a clampdown on Islam in Xinjiang, a
Muslim-majority region in the far west. — AFP 
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India pulls down 
Imran Khan 
portraits over
Kashmir killings
NEW DELHI: Cricket stadiums around India
have taken down portraits of Pakistan’s former
captain-turned-Prime Minister Imran Khan
amid protests over the killing of 41 paramili-
taries in Indian-administered Kashmir last
week. India has blamed Pakistan for the sui-
cide attack on a military convoy that sparked
widespread calls for action against the coun-
try’s neighbor. Khan, who led Pakistan to a
World Cup victory in 1992, is considered one
of the best players ever, and his portrait is
found at many grounds around the world.

But the Cricket Club of India in Mumbai
and the Test ground at Mohali have led the
portrait protests by removing pictures of Khan

and other Pakistan stars. “We respect the sen-
timents of the people of India who are angry
by what happened in Kashmir. In protest we
took off the pictures of all Pakistani players,”
Punjab Cricket Association treasurer Ajay
Tyagi told AFP. “We have kept them in safe
custody and will see later what we are going
to do about them,” he added.

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) slammed
the removal of the portraits. “We have always
believed and emphasized that sports and politics
should be kept separate. History tells us that
sports, particularly cricket, have always played a
key role in building bridges between people and
countries,” PCB managing director Wasim Khan
said in a statement. He called the protests “high-
ly regrettable.” Indian production company
IMG Reliance has pulled out of producing the
Pakistan Super League Twenty20 matches for
broadcasters because of the Pulwama attack.
India froze bilateral cricketing ties with Pakistan
after deadly attacks on Mumbai in 2008 blamed
on militants based across the border. The arch
rivals only play each other abroad, and are next
scheduled to meet in the World Cup in England
starting June 15.— AFP

THE HAGUE: Secretary of Foreign Affairs of India Deepak Mittal (left) and Attorney General of Pakistan Anwar
Mansoor Khan (right) greet each other at the International Court of Justice in The Hague, prior to the India-
Pakistan case yesterday. — AFP

Thai junta
shoots down
proposal to
slash defense
spending
BANGKOK: Thailand’s junta defended
its $7 billion defense budget and annual
draft yesterday after political oppo-
nents proposed slashing military spend-
ing by 10 percent and ending conscrip-
tion after elections. The country spends
among the most on defense in
Southeast Asia and recent big purchas-
es-including submarines and tanks from
China-have drawn criticism in a state
riddled with inequality and corruption.

Its generals have grabbed power a
dozen times since 1932 with defense
spending spiking in lockstep with each
coup. Last year the junta-picked
National Legislative Assembly pro-
posed a defense budget for 2019 of $7
billion, a $1 billion increase since the
latest 2014 coup. But Pheu Thai, linked
to ex-premier Thaksin Shinawatra and
the country’s most popular political
party, has vowed to end conscription
and cut spending by 10 percent if it
beats the odds and returns to power
after the March 24 poll.

Junta chief Prayut Chan-O-Cha-who
hopes to become civilian premier under
an army-aligned party after the elec-

tions-on Monday justified the increase
as necessary to upgrade obsolete gear.
“If we do not have it, our military quali-
ty cannot be compared with other
countries,” he told reporters.  Chan-O-
Cha said the breakout of war was
impossible to predict and in peacetime
the army “fights against drugs and ille-
gal entry” into the country. 

Military conscription, he added, is “a
duty of all Thai men”. The army runs an
annual draft for 100,000 men each
year-all male citizens must participate
at least once after they turn 21, but are
exempted if they are students. Thailand
has not fought a full blown war in living
memory, although border disputes have
previously turned into bloody conflicts
with Laos and more recently
Cambodia. The military has used its
might more frequently inside the coun-
try, quelling street protests, staging
coups or fighting insurgents in the
Muslim-majority “Deep South”, bor-
dering Malaysia.  

Army chief Apirat Kongsompong
gave a coded slapdown to Pheu Thai’s
leadership over the proposal to cut mil-
itary spending, insisting they should lis-
ten to a nationalist Cold War-era prop-
aganda song, Nhak Paen Din. Roughly
translating as “Scum of the Earth”, it
was the anthem of paramilitary units
who led a massacre of at least 41 stu-
dents protesting the return of a military
dictator in October 1976.  The
#NhakPaenDin was top trending on
Thai Twitter on Monday, a sign of the
bitter memories it evokes, particularly
among Thailand’s pro-democracy
movement. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Billboards showing portraits of Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman (2nd right) and Pakistanís Prime Minister Imran Khan in Islamabad. — AFP


