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News in brief

Maldives arrests ex-leader 

MALE: Maldivian authorities yesterday ordered the arrest
of former strongman president Abdulla Yameen over mon-
ey laundering charges, officials said. The arrest came after a
court began a preliminary hearing into allegations that
Yameen received nearly $1.5 million in illicit payments just
before he lost his re-election bid in September.
“Prosecutors said that Yameen had allegedly attempted to
bribe witnesses,” a court official said, adding that the for-
mer president would be taken to the Dhoonidhoo prison
island near the capital. Yameen, who came to power in 2013
and jailed many of his opponents or forced them into exile,
had been summoned to the Criminal Court Sunday to for-
mally receive his indictment. During his five-year tenure,
Yameen relied heavily on China for political and financial
support as he came under criticism over his dismal human
rights record. The Indian Ocean archipelago nation of
340,000 Sunni Muslims is heavily in debt to China. —AFP 

Armed foreigners charged 

PORT-AU-PRINCE: Haiti has charged several Americans
and other foreign nationals with criminal conspiracy after
their arrest with assault rifles and other weapons, the
national police said. The group was detained in central Port-
au-Prince Sunday evening and includes five Americans, a
Serb, a Russian and a Haitian, police said. They gave no indi-
cation about the motives of the group and said interroga-
tions will continue. The arrests came 10 days after protests
began against corruption and poverty in the Caribbean
nation. At least seven people have died during demonstra-
tions demanding the ouster of President Jovenel Moise.
Police said the men were detained at a checkpoint near the
central bank. They are also charged with illegal possession
of weapons for allegedly having with them six assault rifles,
six pistols, ammunition, bullet proof vests, drones, telecom-
munications gear and two vehicles. —AFP 

Oil workers in Libya freed

TRIPOLI: Fourteen Tunisian oil workers kidnapped in
Libya were freed Sunday night after three days in captivi-
ty and are in good health, the Tunisian consul in country
said. Armed men seized the 14 Tunisians from a bus on
Thursday as they were heading to work at an oil refinery
in Zawiya, just to the west of the Libyan capital. The con-
sul, Taoufik Al-Guesmi, did not disclose the conditions for
the release of the workers, whose abductors had demand-
ed a man jailed in Tunisia be released from prison. But a
security source in Zawiya confirmed the news of their
release, saying the hostages had been freed in an opera-
tion carried out by the town’s security forces. The forces
“stormed the place where they were being held and were
able to release them without fighting, no casualties,”
Thamer Mounir, head of the media section of the Zawiya
security service said. Mounir was unable to say if any
arrests had taken place. —AFP 

‘Air Cocaine’ smuggling trial 

AIX-EN-PROVENCE: Two former French air force
pilots went on trial in France yesterday six years after
they fled the Dominican Republic following a spectacular
drugs bust on a private jet in the Caribbean nation. In
what has become known as the “Air Cocaine” case,
Pascal Fauret and Bruno Odos are accused along with
seven other defendants of trying to smuggle 680 kilo-
gram of the drug out of the country. Dominican police
found the narcotics packed into 26 suitcases onboard a
Falcon 50 jet as it prepared to fly from the Dominican
beach resort of Punta Cana to Saint-Tropez in the south
of France in March 2013. While out on bail, the two men
managed to flee the Dominican Republic to French terri-
tory in the Caribbean in mysterious circumstances, but
were re-arrested upon their return to the French main-
land in November 2015.  —AFP

LONDON: A group of MPs from Britain’s opposition
Labor Party broke away yesterday in protest at leader
Jeremy Corbyn’s support for Brexit and his failure to
stamp out anti-Semitism. The seven MPs included
Chuka Umunna, who has led a campaign for a second
referendum that could stop Brexit and was once seen
as a potential leader of the centre-left party. Umunna
called for a centrist “alternative” in British politics as
the rebel MPs complained about the far-left turn the
party had taken under veteran socialist Corbyn.

“The bottom line is this-
politics is broken, it doesn’t
have to be this way, let’s
change it,” Umunna said at a
hastily-arranged press con-
ference in London. The seven
MPs will form a breakaway
independent group in parlia-
ment, undermining Corbyn as
he attempts to steer the par-
ty through the highly divisive
issue of Brexit. Many Labor
voters, particularly in north-
ern England, chose to leave the European Union in the
2016 referendum-but a majority of Labor MPs and
members supported staying in.

The referendum cut across party political alle-
giances also in the ruling Conservative Party, which is
now deeply divided between pro-EU moderates and
Brexit hardliners. The Labor rebellion is unlikely to
make a major difference in crucial upcoming votes on
Prime Minister Theresa May’s Brexit deal but the
move was welcomed by pro-EU forces. Vince Cable,
leader of the opposition Liberal Democrats, said he

was “open to working with like-minded groups and
individuals in order to give the people the final say on
Brexit, with the option to remain in the EU”.

‘Painful but necessary’ 
Corbyn said he was “disappointed” by his MPs’

decision. “Now more than ever is the time to bring
people together to build a better future for us all,” he
said, pointing to the party’s strong result in the last
general election in 2017. Corbyn has come under fire

from europhiles for failing to
push for a second referen-
dum. He has instead called on
May to negotiate a customs
union with the European
Union to ease trade ties after
Brexit. Corbyn has also been
criticized for months for his
handling of cases of anti-
Semitism in the Labor Party,
and his own past associations
with Palestinian militants.

Another of the seven MPs,
Luciana Berger, a victim of anti-Semitic online abuse for
years, said: “This has been a very difficult, painful but
necessary decision.” Berger said the Labor Party had
become “institutionally anti-Semitic”, adding: “I have
become embarrassed and ashamed to represent the
Labor Party. “I am leaving behind a culture of bullying,
bigotry and intimidation,” she said. MP Mike Gapes said
one of his main reasons for leaving was because he was
“furious that the Labor leadership is complicit in facili-
tating Brexit”. His colleague Chris Leslie said he too was
leaving because of “Labor’s betrayal on Europe”. —AFP

MPs to form a breakaway independent group in parliament

Seven MPs quit UK Labor Party 
over Brexit and anti-Semitism

LONDON: Former Labor party MPs, (From Left) Ann Coffey, Angela Smith, Chris Leslie, Chuka Umunna,
Mike Gapes, Luciana Berger, and Gavin Shuker pose for a photograph following a press conference in
London yesterday, where they announced their resignation from the Labor Party, and the formation of a
new independent group of MPs. —AFP

British lawmakers 
target Facebook 
‘digital gangsters’ 
LONDON: A scathing British parliamen-
tary report yesterday branded Facebook
“digital gangsters” who failed to fight the
spread of fake news and violated data pri-
vacy. Lawmakers’ 18-month investigation
into technology companies and disinfor-
mation also accused the world’s largest
social media platform of trying to hide the
extent of Russian interference in foreign
elections. Facebook is coming under attack
over its response to Russia’s alleged use of
misleading stories and targeted ads to
sway the 2016 US presidential election and
a series of European votes.

Its executives have further been
accused of trying to either hide or sup-
press emerging evidence of foreign med-
dling flagged by its engineers.
Parliamentary committee chair Damian
Collins said Facebook “deliberately sought
to frustrate our work by giving incomplete,
disingenuous and at times misleading
answers to our questions”. Facebook co-
founder and chief Mark Zuckerberg turned
down three requests to appear before the
committee. “Companies like Facebook

should not be allowed to behave like ‘digi-
tal gangsters’ in the online world, consider-
ing themselves to be ahead of and beyond
the law,” the 108-page report said.

Code of ethics 
The committee urged a compulsory

code of ethics for all tech companies that
would be overseen by an independent UK
regulator. It said Facebook should be
obliged to take down “sources of harmful
content”. “We further recommend that the
Government launches an independent
investigation into past elections-including
the UK election of 2017, the UK
Referendum of 2016, and the Scottish
Referendum of 2014 - to explore what
actually happened with regard to foreign
influence,” the report said. Russia has
denied either backing Britain’s decision to
leave the European Union or covertly
backing pro-Brexit leaders during the 2016
referendum campaign. Facebook
spokesman Karim Palant said executives at
the California company “share the commit-
tee’s concerns about false news and elec-
tion integrity.”

“We are open to meaningful regulation
and support the committee’s recommenda-
tion for electoral law reform,” Palant said in
a statement released to AFP. But Collins
said Facebook has only adopted incremen-
tal policy changes that were mostly aimed
at fending off regulation making it liable for

the spread of malicious stories. “They have
taken a step, largely I think, to offset legis-
lation,” Collins told BBC radio. “It shouldn’t
be down to Mark Zuckerberg to determine
what the code is for election advertising in
the UK through Facebook.”

Russian interference 
The committee had earlier found that

Facebook’s engineers had flagged poten-
tially malicious Russian activity as early as
2014 - long before it became public.
Yesterday’s report said the two Facebook
officials who did testify “deliberately mis-
led the committee or they were deliberate-
ly not briefed by senior executives at
Facebook about the extent of Russian
interference in foreign elections”. —AFP

LONDON: A mousepad with the Facebook logo is seen at Facebook’s new headquar-
ters. A scathing British parliamentary report yesterday branded Facebook ‘digital
gangsters’ that knowingly violated data privacy and competition laws.  —AFP

Poland shuns 
summit amid 
Holocaust row
WARSAW: Poland’s prime minister yesterday can-
celled Warsaw’s participation in a summit in
Jerusalem, accusing Israel’s foreign minister of “racist”
comments about the actions of Poles during the
Holocaust, in a row that has stoked outrage and
soured relations. Mateusz Morawiecki’s decision to
scotch Poland’s involvement in the summit of central
European nations follows days of angry exchanges
that were originally sparked by quotes from Israeli
leader Benjamin Netanyahu over the role of Poles dur-
ing World War II.

Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babis said the sum-
mit with Israel and the Visegrad Four-the Czech
Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia-was can-
celled but that there would be bilateral talks. Polish
leader Mateusz Morawiecki, who said on Sunday he
would not attend the Jerusalem summit over the row,
said the country’s foreign minister would now not be
attending the meeting. 

“The words of the Israeli foreign minister are racist
and unacceptable,” he said.Poland’s foreign ministry
had summoned Israeli ambassador Anna Azari over
the remarks by acting Foreign Minister Israel Katz on
Sunday, the second time in just days that Warsaw has
taken such action.  Katz told Tel Aviv-based interna-
tional television station i24 News that “there were

many Poles who collaborated with the Nazis, and like
Yitzhak Shamir, whose father was murdered, said:
Poles suckle anti-Semitism with their mothers’ milk.”

The Visegrad Group, often known as the V4, was
due to hold its first summit in Jerusalem yesterday and
Tuesday for talks with Israeli officials. Foreign
Minister Jacek Czaputowicz had been due to replace
Morawiecki before he pulled the plug on Poland’s par-
ticipation. Morawiecki said it was up to other central
European leaders due to attend the summit, including
the prime ministers of Hungary and Slovakia, to decide
how they would proceed. Czech premier Babis told
reporters that since Poland has cancelled its partici-
pation “the trip will change to bilateral talks between
the individual countries and there will be no V4 sum-
mit with Israel”.

Sensitive subject 
The init ial  row broke out last week when

Netanyahu-who was quoted in Haaretz newspaper as
saying that “the Poles collaborated with the Nazis”-
was condemned in Poland for appearing to accuse all
Polish people of cooperating with Nazi Germany dur-
ing World War II. Warsaw has long been at pains to
state that Poland, which was occupied by Nazi
Germany, could not have and did not collaborate in
the Holocaust although individual Poles gave up Jews
to the Nazis. The Israeli prime minister’s office said on
Friday that Netanyahu had not implicated all Poles in
the Holocaust. It insisted that Netanyahu was “mis-
quoted” in Haaretz and other publications that report-
ed different versions of the quote. The clarification
came hours after the Polish foreign ministry had sum-
moned Azari over the remarks. 

Netanyahu was in Warsaw last week for a two-day
summit on the Middle East, co-hosted by Poland and
the United States, which focused on isolating Iran
while building Arab-Israeli ties. The fresh controversy
in Polish-Israeli ties comes after a row last year over a
Polish law that made it illegal to accuse the Polish
nation or state of complicity in Nazi German crimes.
After protests from Israel and the United States,
Poland amended the law to remove the possibility of
fines or a prison sentence. Poland was occupied by
Nazi Germany during World War II and lost six million
citizens including three million Jews.—AFP

Corbyn 
‘disappointed’

by his MPs’
decision

MUNICH: Combo picture shows Polish Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki (left) and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. Poland’s Prime Minister Morawiecki yesterday can-
celled Warsaw’s participation in a summit in Jerusalem. —AFP

Britain rejects
Trump’s jihadist
repatriation call
LONDON: The British government yesterday
rebuffed US President Donald Trump’s call to
take back alleged UK jihadists captured in Syria
and try them at home. Trump tweeted on Sunday
that Washington was “asking Britain, France,
Germany and other European allies to take back

over 800 ISIS fighters that we captured in Syria
and put them on trial”. His comments came with
diehard Islamic State group fighters trapped in
the last pocket of their crumbling “caliphate” in
Syria. Prime Minister Theresa May’s spokesman
said the fighters should be put on trial in places
where they committed their crimes. “Foreign
fighters should be brought to justice in accor-
dance with due legal process in the most appro-
priate jurisdiction,” Downing Street said. “Where
possible, this should be in the region where the
crimes had been committed.”

The spokesman added that London continued
“to work closely with our international partners on
this”. US allies have been grappling for weeks with

what to do with foreign fighters detained in the
war-ravaged country by the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces. The issue’s urgency was raised
in Britain after a London school girl who joined
the Islamic State in 2015 resurfaced in a Syrian
refugee camp last week. Shamima Begum told
British media she wanted to come back to London
to raise a baby she gave birth to this weekend. UK
security officials said they could not block
Begum’s return since she had never been convict-
ed of any crimes. But they did not rule out prose-
cuting her upon her arrival. 

Meanwhile, Germany vowed yesterday to
prosecute German IS fighters but warned that it
would be “extremely difficult” to organize the

repatriation of European nationals from Syria,
after US President Donald Trump called on allies
to take back alleged jihadists. Syria’s US-backed
Kurdish forces, which are battling Islamic State
group jihadists in their last redoubt in eastern
Syria, hold hundreds of suspected foreign IS
fighters and the calls for their reluctant home
countries to take them back have grown in
urgency. “We must be able to ensure that prose-
cution is possible,” Defence Minister Ursula von
der Leyen told Bild daily. Underlining the diffi-
culties however of putting the ex-fighters on tri-
al, the minister noted that there is “no govern-
ment in Syria with which we have a sensible
relationship”. —Agencies


